Reading and Writing
in Otter Class




Reading

How we teach reading

Phonics
Activities in class

What you can do to help

Writing
Letter families
Cursive alphabet
Writing stages
What you can do to help




How do we teach reading?

In Reception we follow the 'Letters and Sounds' programme of
teaching the letters of the alphabet and also Jolly Phonics
(which has a song and action for each letter sound).

We teach the sounds (not the letter names) to enable children
to segment each sound and blend them together, eg. c-a-t.

Children are encouraged to look for the initial sound in a word
and then sound out the rest of the word.

As it is not always possible to sound out words in English, we
also teach ‘tricky’ words which children learn to recognise by
sight.

We also teach keywords which are the words that occur most
requently.



We teach the sounds in this order:

® Setl:satp

® Set2:inmd

® Set 3:gock

® Set4: ckeur

® Set 5: hb f ff | Il ss
® Set 6: jvwx

o Set 7:yzzzqu

This allows children to build up simple two letter
s right from the beginning (eg. at, in, is).




The children have now been taught all these digraphs
(2 letters making one sound) and trigraphs (3 letters
making one sound):

ch ar
sh or
th ur
ng ow
ai oi
ee ear
igh air

oa ure




Activities in class

Phonics is important but it isn't the only way children learn to read.

Lots of other activities take place in Reception to support the
children with their reading: reading in class (RIC), listening to
stories, sharing books, smglm nursery rhymes, acting out stories,
using puppets, show and tell, Talking in the role play area, making up
stories Together...

In class, sharing books is a special time and provides lots of
opportunities for speaking and listening. We talk about stories, share
ideas about characters, discuss the pictures, and predict what might
happen next.

We also spend time making up our own stories using story maps and
actions, to give children the confidence to make up their own stories
and to show them the pleasure of reading and sharing stories.

The most important thing about reading is to enjoy it!




What you can do to help your child learn to read
(helpful ideas on school website)

e The most important thing you can do is to listen to your
child read, at least three times a week if you can, and
practice letter sounds and keywords.

® You will soon notice how quickly your child's confidence
grows by practicing for 10-15 minutes each time.

® Read a story to your child every day and be a good role
model!l Show that reading is important and fun. Look up a
recipe, read labels, read a magazine..

e Use letter sounds rather than letter names when
supporting your child (but they do also need to know the
_ letter names!)




Practice keywords!

I can read these words accurately.

Kevwords 4




Writing
e Children are taught how to form each letter when
they learn the letter sound.

e At Clutton we teach cursive handwriting.

e Children learn the letter families to help them write
the cursive letters correctly.

® (Curly caterpillar letters, ladder letters, one-armed
robot letters and zigzag monster letters)




Curly Caterpillar

Lo 00
a o By G 5

2 8 LU



One-Armed Rohot Letters

w www.twinkl.co.uk







Zigrzog Monster Letters







Stages of writing

e Learning to write combines many different
processes - concentration skills, fine motor skills,
language skills and memory skills among others.

e Children's writing emerges in stages - starting with
mark making and gradually looking more and more
like letters on the page.

e Tt is important to remember that children develop
at different rates.




This is an example of very early attempts at mark making which
may feature lots of random marks, often made over other marks
which adults may describe as scribbling. A child at this stage
may be unable to distinguish between his/her writing and his/her
picture. At this stage a child may hold the pencil, in the palm of
the hand, in a fist like grip.

At this stage a child is mark making across the page. These
are often zigzags and wavy lines. The child has a clear idea of
the marks he/she wants to make and gives meaning to them.
The mark making may communicate a message or an idea.

A child may move on to make individual marks and begin to use
some recognisable letters from his/her own name to

communicate a message. He/she is beginning to understand

that drawing and writing are different and that print carries a
message.




At this stage a child is using clearly identifiable letters to
communicate meaning. He/she may be able to represent

¥
some sounds correctly and in sequence.
({\ ' He/she is able to hear and write the initial sounds in
8 words.

W\ r A - G A The child is now demonstrating that he/she can hear and
N _; J write words with initial, medial and final sounds. He/she is
‘E.?'_" able to construct phrases convey a message.
At this stage the child is using his/her phonic knowledge
S0kB ot g to write words in ways which march their spoken
= | sounds. He/she can also write some irregular common
VW enr | words. He/she can write sentences which can be read
R L A B by him/herself and others. Some words are spelt
| | 190 s . correctly and others are phonetically plausible.
) ah | Tl This writing meets the criteria for the Early Learning

Goal in Writing which is the expected level for children
at the end of Reception.




Expectactions

The government’s expectation for children’s achievement in
EYFS has increased. Children are now expected to reach a
higher level in order to meet their Early Learning Goal - in all
areas, but especially reading and writing.

To give you an example of what this means, here are some
examples.

(Show exemplification document and Year 1 books)




What you can do to help your child
learn to write.

Provide lots of writing equipment at home - nice pens, chalk,
pencils, crayons, paper and notebooks.

Try to encourage your child to write for a purpose following
their interests - e.g. shopf‘lng lists, little notes, cards for
their friends, labels for their toys.

Help them to sound out the letters in the words they want to
write, starting with the first letter.

If your child is keen to write, make sure their pencil grip is
correct, and encourage them to practice cursive writing using
‘rﬂe co)rrec‘r formation and direction of each letter (see
Sheet).

Most of all, give lots of praise and encouragement and make
writing funl




