
Weekly Newsletter 2025-6

Dear Families & Parents,

This weekly newsletter is your essential guide to supporting your 
child. It is packed with important dates, event details and 
information. Please take a few minutes each week to read it so 
you don't miss a thing.

We look forward to sharing all the great news with you this 
academic year. If you have any good news stories or student 
achievements you would like to share, please feel free to 
reach out to us!

As we move in to the final five days, I would like to 
congratulate our students for their hard work and the resilience 
they have shown so far. In the past few days our students have 
now reached the 200,000 ‘On Track’ points threshold. This is an 
incredible total to reach in just 13 weeks. Well done to 
everyone.  

Our final week is jam packed with events, important lessons 
and feedback from assessments. High attendance in the final 
five days is absolutely essential for all students to finish the term 
on a positive note ahead of what should be a well earned 
break. 

I look forward to writing to everyone again next week to 
celebrate the successes of the term and look ahead to the 
spring. 

Best wishes

P Balkwill

Headteacher



Key Information

Key Dates

16 December- Christmas Jumper day- more information to follow 

17 December- Christmas Dinners 

18 December- Christmas celebration events for students who 
have reached key attendance and on track point thresholds 

19 December- Celebration assemblies & final day of term 

5 January- Inset day. School closed 

22 January- Year 11 Parents evening

28 January-29 January- School Production 

2 February- Year 9 Parents evening and Options Fayre

12 February- Year 10 Parents Evening 



Weekly Attendance Update 

Celebrating Success: Outstanding Attendance Earns a Day out of School 
Uniform!

Today, we were delighted to recognise the four tutor groups who achieved 
outstanding attendance over the last two weeks. As a reward for their 
commitment, these groups enjoyed a well-deserved non-school uniform 
day.  Students embraced the day with enthusiasm while still demonstrating 
the maturity and responsibility that earned them the privilege in the first 
place. Staff were impressed by how brilliantly the groups managed the day, 
maintaining a positive attitude and continuing to set an excellent example 
for the rest of the school who were definitely a little jealous!

But the celebrations don’t end there.  We have our prizes to give out to the 
272 students who had 100% attendance for a 3 week streak.  On Monday, 
we will be holding a raffle for these students and 20 of them will get a £10 
Amazon Voucher.  On top of this, there are the 242 students who had 100% 
attendance for the whole of November to celebrate and 15 of these 
students will be getting their Amazon Vouchers too.

Students who have met the school’s attendance and behaviour 
expectations are being invited on Monday to our exclusive End-of-Term 
Celebration Event, taking place later in the week. This special event is our 
way of acknowledging students who consistently show dedication, 
resilience, and commitment—qualities that make our school community 
stronger.



Weekly Attendance Update 

The festive spirit has also been alive and well in tutor time, with our Christmas 
quizzes and riddles bringing plenty of fun, teamwork, and friendly 
competition to the mornings. Tutor groups have thrown themselves into the 
challenges with enthusiasm, showcasing quick thinking, creativity, and a 
brilliant sense of humour. We are very much looking forward to rewarding 
tutor groups for their participation next week, as we continue to celebrate 
the positivity and engagement shown across our school community this 
term.  Five more riddles to go before we break up for the holidays.

Finally, we would like to extend a thank you to all parents and carers for 
your continued support over the past few weeks. It has been wonderful to 
see our students back in school and recovering well after the recent flu 
outbreak. If your child needs help with catching up on their missed learning, 
please do let us know—we are here to help and can provide support to 
ensure they feel confident and caught up. Your partnership makes a real 
difference, and we really appreciate it.  



On Track Update 

Organised Equipped, on time, and completing 
homework 

Neat Smart, well presented books 
demonstrating your best work.

Try hard Trying your hardest and rising to the 
challenge.

Responsible A role model to others in your 
appearance, actions and words

Active Listening, responding, and 
participating in lessons 

Community 
Supporting staff and other students to 
create a positive learning environment 
for all. 

Knowledgeable Knowing key information, concepts 
and terminology for each subject/unit 

201,570



Christmas Lunches

Christmas Lunch Announcement! 

The canteen will be serving a special Christmas lunch 
on Wednesday 17th December! 

The cost of the meal is £3.40, and there’s no need to 
pre-book. 

To make the occasion extra enjoyable, the lunch 
period will be staggered so students can sit with their 
year group, enjoy delicious festive food  and listen to 
Christmas music .

We can’t wait to celebrate together!



CyberFirst Digital Futures

We are immensely proud of our students who 
attended the CyberFirst Conference at Bristol 
Cathedral this week.

They had the fantastic opportunity to learn about 
AI in industry and explore how jobs in the IT and 
cyber sector may change in the future.

An excellent day of learning, inspiration and 
future-thinking!



Za Za Bazaar Year 10 Trip

Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students visited Zaza 
Bazaar in Bristol during a busy lunch service this week.

The purpose of the trip was to learn about job roles 
within the Hospitality and Catering industry.

Students observed the chefs preparing food from all 
around the world, as well as learning about culinary 
skill and technique.

Students then had the opportunity to enjoy lunch, 
sampling foods from a range of different cultures and 
cuisines.

This trip has developed knowledge and 
understanding about our course and how it is linked 
to the real world, further education and career 
choices.

Well done Year 10 and a huge thank you to 
#zazabazaar for your wonderful hospitality.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/zazabazaar?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWh88H57Re5UkJsIs2Ka1FnRo7K6QYGUz9zh1EcGdgIqsuaOSneFilZ2FZsurVqCPLo9M0hcK4n7A2kiRNI85_1-nupYnlxa2QrxFBfMZZWFu44uh0TVy_lMZEU7IjhhGGeneBycF95sVtYUNbYs1Cl7n1jj0fQuxOCZyozYYOpdudbKMM7x4V5f5h_16u3qkI&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/zazabazaar?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWh88H57Re5UkJsIs2Ka1FnRo7K6QYGUz9zh1EcGdgIqsuaOSneFilZ2FZsurVqCPLo9M0hcK4n7A2kiRNI85_1-nupYnlxa2QrxFBfMZZWFu44uh0TVy_lMZEU7IjhhGGeneBycF95sVtYUNbYs1Cl7n1jj0fQuxOCZyozYYOpdudbKMM7x4V5f5h_16u3qkI&__tn__=*NK-R


Za Za Bazaar Year 10 Trip



DT NEA Support Sessions 

We are now hosting DT NEA Support Sessions! 

They will be running every Monday and Thursday 

from 15:15-16:15.

This is a  great opportunity to get on top of the 

current NEA (worth 50% of the grade). There will 

be support to complete portfolio work, modelling 

and CAD.

Chocolate biscuits provided!



Year 7 Geography

The Geography team have been busy looking 
through the Year 7 homework on animal adaptation. 
Students were asked to design their own adapted 
animal, showing how it would survive in a specific 
environment.

We’ve been so impressed by the creativity and 
imagination displayed - from ocean-dwelling 
creatures with special fins, gills and bioluminescent 
features, to icy-tundra animals with built-in insulation.

Fantastic work, Year 7, well done!



Staff Trip to the Bishop’s Palace

Staff enjoyed an evening of festive lights and 
togetherness this week in order to support wellbeing.

A wander around the beautiful Christmas lights, in the 
fresh air (without rain ) helped get staff into the festive 
mood and take a well earned break.

We were lucky enough to see the art exhibition which 
many of our key stage 3 students entered, and were 
proud to see that we won ‘Judge’s Choice’ too!

It’s important that we all find time to take stock and 
feel revitalised, and opportunities like this are a 
valuable part of our school culture.



We have lots of lost property at the moment including 
coats, umbrellas and football boots. Someone must be 
missing them!  If you think something in here might be your 
child’s, or they’ve lost something, please encourage them 
to visit the Uniform Hub (next to Room 2) to check.

Items left uncollected will eventually be donated.



Welcome to the Book Nook, the section of the 
newsletter where we update you with what has been 
happening in the Library.

As we enter the final week of term, we have lots of 
overdue library books. While we are very happy for 
students to read over the Christmas holidays (we 
encourage it!) we’d like to reiterate the importance of 
keeping books safe and ensuring they’re renewed in 
advance of the holidays so we can keep track of 
them.

In the unfortunate instance that a book has been lost 
or damaged, we ask that you replace it (with a 
second hand copy!) to ensure all students can access 
the books they want.

Hoping we can get our overdue book number down a 
lot before next week, and of course, happy reading 
over the holidays! May it be a break full of magic for 
everyone, both real and literary.



Careers Spotlight



Careers Spotlight



Holiday Activities



Holiday Activities


