
Weekly Newsletter 2025-6
Dear Parents and Families

This weekly newsletter serves as your essential guide to supporting 
your child, providing a central place for key dates, event details, and 
school information. Please take a few minutes each week to read 
through these updates to ensure you do not miss a thing.

On Thursday, it was great to welcome Year 7 families to our Parents’ 
Evening. I am sure many of you were eager to find out how your child 
has progressed since September and discuss the transition from 
primary school into secondary. Overall, as a school, we have been 
very pleased with the students’ start to their time here, and it is great 
to see so many feeling settled and integrated into the community. 
Thank you to all families for attending; your partnership and 
commitment to your child’s education is really appreciated.

Well done to all students for their continued improved attendance 
this term. The first three weeks have been full of positive stories and 
achievements—from students who have made significant 
improvements and those with continued impeccable attendance, to 
students who are really ‘giving it a go’ in spite of individual 
challenges. We are proud of you all. Please continue to put in the 
effort; it is worth it.

Over the coming weeks, we look forward to sharing more highlights 
from this academic year. If you have any "good news" stories or 
student achievements from home that you would like us to celebrate, 
please feel free to reach out. Thank you for your continued support.

Best wishes,

P. Balkwill

Headteacher 
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Key Dates 

Friday 20 March- Red Nose Day- swap an item of uniform for 
something red 
Wb 23 March- French Speaking Exams (final trial) 
Thursday 26 March- Year 10 Mock Interview Day 
Thursday 26 March- Year 11 Information Evening
Thursday 2 April- End of Term 
Wb 13 April- Year 11 Easter Revision sessions 

Important Information

Parent View 
If you have not had a chance to complete the parent survey sent 
out in February, please follow the link below to share your views.

https://forms.gle/D1m66Y4cKD6QvQwz7

Uniform 
A polite reminder that Hoodies or sports tops are not part of school 
uniform. We ask that students remove these and put in their bags 
before entering the site or replace these items with a suitable coat 
or jacket. 

https://forms.gle/D1m66Y4cKD6QvQwz7
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Dear Parents and Families

We would like to make an important update regarding the use of 
mobile phones and personal devices at St Dunstan’s School. 

As you may be aware, the Department for Education (DfE) recently 
updated its national guidance, recommending that mobile devices 
are not used, seen, or heard throughout the entirety of the school 
day. This includes break times and lunch periods.

While St Dunstan’s School has maintained a "not seen, not heard" 
policy for several years, these updated national guidelines reinforce 
the importance of a focused educational environment. The 
rationale for this approach is clear:

● Academic Focus: Removing the temptation of notifications 
allows students to engage more deeply with their lessons and 
improves overall concentration.

● Social Wellbeing: By setting devices aside, students are 
encouraged to interact face-to-face, fostering stronger peer 
relationships and improving social skills.

● Safety and Mental Health: Restricting device use significantly 
reduces the risk of online distractions, social media conflicts, 
and peer pressure during school hours.

● Equity: A phone-free environment levels the playing field, 
ensuring that the focus remains on shared learning rather 
than digital status.

As part of the DfE’s new framework, schools have been provided 
with several implementation methods to ensure expectations are 
managed fairly and consistently. Over the coming months, we will 
be collaborating with our partner schools across the Trust to explore 
these suggestions further. We will also consult with students and staff 
to hear their thoughts and perspectives. 

We are currently evaluating options that best suit our specific 
community context. As part of these considerations we will need to 
look at revising the use of phones to purchase food in the canteen 
to ensure we are fully compliant with expected practice. 
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In the meantime, we would like to remind all students and families of 
our current expectations:

● Visibility: Mobile phones must be switched off and kept out of 
sight (in bags) from the moment a student enters the gates 
until the end of the school day.

● Confiscation: Any device seen or heard will be confiscated 
and held securely until the end of the day. Persistent 
breaches of this policy will result in further  consequences in 
line with our behavior policy.

● Emergency Contact: We kindly ask that parents wishing to 
reach their child urgently do so via the Main Reception. 
Conversely, if a student needs to contact home, they should 
speak to a member of staff who will facilitate the call through 
the school office.

We are proud of the focused atmosphere at our school and thank 
you for your continued partnership in helping our students achieve 
their full potential, free from digital distractions. We will keep you fully 
informed as these plans develop. 

Yours sincerely 

P Balkwill 
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We are excited to announce that our school will be participating in 
Comic Relief on Friday, 20th March. 

This year, we are challenging our students to help raise vital funds for 
those in need by transforming their standard uniform by including an 
item of red. Whether it’s a vibrant knit cardigan or a structured red 
bowtie, a single scarlet element adds a layer of curated personality, 
serving as a reminder of an important cause. 

The money we raise together supports Comic Relief . The charity’s 
core mission is to create a “just world free from poverty” by using the 
power of comedy and popular culture to raise money and 
awareness. Comic Relief is held every March and encourages 
everyone to “do something fun for money.

To ensure our students understand the impact of their generosity, we 
will be holding special assemblies throughout the week, including 
the pertinence and symbolism of the colour red and its association 
with comedy and fundraising. These sessions will provide a deeper 
look at the rationale behind the charity and share the stories of the 
people your donations help.

To join in the fun while maintaining our school’s high standards of 
dress, we are running a "Like-for-Like" Swap. Students are permitted 
to replace one item of their school uniform with one plain red item 
that serves the same purpose.

Please note the following expectations:

● Pupils must wear full, normal school uniform.
● They may wear one plain red item in addition to or to replace 

one uniform item.

● It must be a direct Replacement: A red jumper may replace 
a blazer, 
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● No "Mismatched" Swaps: For example, you cannot wear red 

shoes to replace a blazer.
● Subtle Touches: If you do not have a solid red item, an 

accessory with a small amount of red (such as a hair ribbon or 
socks) is encouraged.

● No Sports Kits: Please note that football shirts, hoodies, and 
tracksuits are not permitted.

To participate in our red-themed day, we kindly ask for a suggested 
donation of £1.00 or whatever you can afford. This will be collected 
on the front gate at the start of the day. 

Throughout the year, we have organised several different 
fundraising events to raise awareness and money for good causes.  
We are incredibly proud of our students' commitment to fundraising 
and look forward to a sea of red across the school!

Thank you for your continued support.



Weekly Attendance Update 

Attendance Matters: Making Every Day Count

We are incredibly proud of the improved attendance across the 
school this term.

Year 11, a huge well-done on completing your mocks. It is 
completely normal to experience "Mock Fatigue" right now. If you 
are feeling run down, we advise plenty of rest and hydration rather 
than taking time off. With only 29 school days until the final exam 
season begins in earnest, every lesson is vital. Make every day 
count!

Year 10, your June exams are fast approaching. These are a 
critical benchmark exactly 12 months ahead of your finals and 
can impact tier entries and groupings as you move into your final 
year. Consistent attendance over the next few months is the best 
way to ensure you are as prepared as possible.

Year 7, congratulations! You currently have the highest 
attendance in the school. We are so proud of the start you have 
made; now, focus on consistency to build on this positive 
foundation.
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For all other year groups, there is a great deal happening over the 
coming weeks. Our End of Term Celebration events are just around 
the corner—all students with 96% attendance or above this term 
will earn an invitation. Plus, we are continuing our Mid-Term 
Motivators every Friday for students with 100% attendance for the 
week.

Well done to everyone for a fantastic term so far. Let’s make sure 
Week 4 continues to be strong!



On Track Update 



Year 11 Mocks

Well done to our Year 11 students who completed 

their final mock exam this week. The mocks are 

now over.

We have been really impressed by your effort, 

resilience and positive attitude.

Keep up the great work. Not long now until the 

summer exams begin for real… you can do it!



Revision Star

This week’s Revision Star has been working away 
reviewing and revising course content over the past 
week.

With the mocks behind us from tomorrow, we’re sure all 
that work will have paid dividends. Our Revision Star 
can treat herself with the Amazon voucher as a reward 
for working so diligently.



International Women’s Day

Students are reflecting on the power of women in 
our lives this week,  through our assemblies.

From pioneering scientists to groundbreaking writers, 
our lives have been shaped by brilliant women.

We are lucky to have so many inspirational women 
and girls at St Dunstan’s School, contributing to our 
community.



Gardening Updates

Our gardening group have been out on the grounds 
weeding, planting and ensuring that the beds are 
protected with these signs which both inspire and 
warn against using weed killer!



Just Write Club

This term in Just Write Club we’ve been getting 
stuck into our books, as usual, but there have 
also been some opportunities to enter 
competitions. 

One such competition was the Derby Book 
Festival Flash Fiction Competition. The theme this 
year was ‘Hope’ and the piece could be a 
maximum of 50 words. This is a UK wide 
competition so it is incredibly exciting that one 
of our students has been shortlisted!! 

Huge well done to Tabby in Year 7! We’ll find out 
the final results at the end of this month, but 
being shortlisted is a huge achievement! 

Here is Tabby’s shortlisted piece:

The Freedom of Hope

Sometimes when the wind is high and luck isn’t 
on your side. When it’s like everyone is pushing 

you into a little box with no way out… Out of 
nowhere a calm breeze touches your neck. 

Wonder and joy fly around you and you’re free. 
Hope has freed you.



Kindle Recommendations:

We have had a big increase in students using kindles 
and e-readers we get lots of requests for kindle 
recommendations! So, for some bargain books...

99p sale in March top picks:

Borrowbox:

This is a FREE app if you have a library card! Loan 
ebooks or audiobooks for free! They act the same as 
library loans; you may have to reserve a title if 
someone already has it on loan (including audiobooks) 
and you only have it for a set amount of time. 

Audiobook top picks available now (no reserves):



Thank you!

A big thank you to Waitrose!

We’re so grateful for another generous donation of 
fresh bread to our school. This thoughtful contribution 
has helped us support several of our families in our 
community.

Your kindness truly makes a difference.



Local Events

Students who are entitled to free school meals who 
wish to attend this activity for free should get in touch 
with the school and it can be arranged!
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