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4th January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers
All of us working in the education sector are trying to keep schools as safe as possible, despite the threat of
COVID-19. You may have heard that testing for those without coronavirus symptoms is beginning across the
country using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral flow tests’.
Along with the other protective measures we are taking (please see each school risk assessment located on
web sites), these tests will help staff and pupils to remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have
Coronavirus experience no symptoms. The Government believes that by testing, we will help to stop the virus
spread and help to keep our schools open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary, but I would encourage
everyone to take it.
The Government has made a number of changes to the requirements of schools with regards to testing since
the end of last term. However, I felt I could no longer hold off writing to you with details of how Trust schools
plan to undertake testing. This letter contains the following information:
1)
2)
3)

4)
5)

Brief details outlining how Midsomer Norton Schools’ Partnership (MNSP) schools will undertake the
testing required.
Information about the testing process and what this will entail – this is a link to a government document –
‘how to do your test’ provided on 30th December.
A consent form that you should read carefully and consider if you wish for your child to self-administer a
lateral flow test on school premises. This consent will act as permission for the first and all subsequent
tests required as part of the programme. Please note that all pupils will need to take a second test 3-5
days after their initial one.
A Privacy Notice – MNSP Schools Lateral Flow Testing for your information.
Information about remote learning and when different pupils should return to school.

The MNSP Secondary Schools will all adopt a similar approach to the testing process. There may be local
differences depending on school size and facilities. For example, some schools may ask children to attend
school for testing on different days, or the nature and design of rooms set aside for testing may differ.
However, the basic principles outlined below will apply across the partnership schools.
How we plan to deliver the test programme:
1) Each school has identified staff that are prepared to undertake the short training to administer, process
and record test results. Cleaners and Team Leaders have also been identified to ensure the programme
can run effectively.
2) Rooms with the required ventilation and testing booths, or separated tables have been arranged.
3) Isolation rooms for those pupils that test positive have been identified.
Information on how the test works and what a pupil will need to do to take the test:
Please read the attached link which shows information on how pupils will self-administer the lateral flow test.
Test Assistants will be on hand to support and offer guidance to pupils if required. This will be a member of
staff, volunteer or other third party worker, who will watch and ensure the test is conducted properly and help
pupils if they are unsure how to undertake the test. At this point, I have not given permission for staff to
administer the test for pupils.
What if a pupil tests positive?
Participating staff and pupils who test positive will be informed about their results individually. Where
participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be notified. Where a child needs to be collected
we will expect this to be done within an hour of notification. Guidance on safe travel and additional
precautions will be provided along with test results.
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Pupils will need to take a further ‘PCR test’ (similar to those done in local and regional testing sites) on the
same day (or as soon as possible). Some schools will be able to provide these PCR test kits to perform at home
or you can go to www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119 to book a follow-up test. If ordering a PCR test
yourselves, you should choose to visit a drive-through test site if possible, as it is faster than requesting a home
test.
While you wait for the PCR result (via text/email) you will need to self-isolate. If the PCR test returns a positive
result you will have to self-isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and Trace.
What happens if the test is negative?
Pupils will be able to stay in school and resume their activities as normal. A pupil will only be told if they test
positive on a ‘lateral flow’ test, so if you do not hear you can assume it was negative. A small number of pupils
may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason.
What if a close contact at school/college tests positive?
A close contact of someone in school who has tested positive for COVID-19 will be able to return to school if
they agree to be tested once a day for 7 days and the test is negative. If they do not want to take the test, they
will need to self-isolate as per the national guidelines. This does not apply to household members or close
contacts outside of school who will still need to self-isolate. Further details will be provided at the time, but if
you would prefer to self-isolate instead of doing daily testing, you can.
What if my child develops symptoms?
This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time
(such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they
must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 (England, Wales and Northern Ireland) or visiting
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.
Consent form
Please click on the following link to view and complete the MNSP consent form for your child to self-administer
a lateral flow test for COVID-19.
Privacy notice.
Please click on the following link to view the Privacy Notice which details how personal information will be
processed and handled.
Remote learning and face-to-face learning:
Parents and Carers should be aware that MNSP Secondary Schools will be open for key worker children and
those considered vulnerable from Wedesday 6th January. If you wish for your child to attend school from this
date, you must notify us using the method your ‘home school’ has stipulated and please complete the testing
consent form before your child returns. These pupils will either receive face-to-face teaching from a new set
of teaching staff, or be expected to engage in remote learning in an IT room with the rest of their year group
who will be at home. It is not possible for teachers to undertake live/remote lessons as well as deliver face-toface learning and support the testing process.
Years 11 and 13 will return to school on Monday 11th January and testing will begin for these pupils.
There is a possibility that some pupils will not have their usual teacher for lessons and may be required to
undertake on-line learning whilst the testing process is undertaken. This is because there are some schools
with over 600 pupils that will require testing on the first day back in school.
Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 will return to school on Monday 18th January and testing will begin for these pupils.
Again, I expect there to be some disruption to normal lessons whist we ensure that there is adequate
supervision for pupils before, during and after the testing process.
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Thank you for your support as always. I would be stretching the truth if I was to suggest that what lies ahead of
us is a straightforward task. I am not sure sometimes if those making policy have ever visited a large
comprehensive school. They are complex organisations with many subjects, staff, rooms and different aged
children. To add testing on top of this (with the bubbles, etc still in place) in a relatively short time-frame, has
certainly provided all of us with something to think about.
Yours sincerely

Alun Williams
CEO

