
Weekly Newsletter 2025-6

Dear Families & Parents,

This weekly newsletter is your essential guide to supporting your child. It is 
packed with important dates, event details and information. Please 
take a few minutes each week to read it so you don't miss a thing.

We look forward to sharing all the great news with you this academic 
year. If you have any good news stories or student achievements you 
would like to share, please feel free to reach out to us!

This fortnight we saw the return of  the annual Youth Speaks 
competition. Well done to all the students who participated and 
represented themselves and the school so well! A special 
congratulations goes to our Year 9 team who won thursday’s event and 
Siena (Y7) who won best overall speaker. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Best wishes

P Balkwill

Headteacher



Key Information
Key Dates

Monday 1 December- Youth Speaks KS4 Area competition

Wednesday 3 December- Woman in Black Y10 Theatre trip  

Thursday 4 December- PTA Silent Disco- more details to follow 

KS4 Bath University & Christmas Markets 

Important Information

PTA events 

Our brilliant PTA are involved in two fundraising events this week. All funds 
raised go directly to supporting students and invest in the school. 

Tickets for the Silent Disco are still available, but going fast. To book your 
child’s ticket, please go on to Arbor and pay as soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment.  

Our car park will also be available for the Frost Fayre this weekend. 

Attendance 

We were disappointed to see a decline in attendance this week, especially 
following such a positive start to the school year.  It is clear that some 
individuals have been under the weather  and we hope to see you all fit and 
well on Monday 1 December. We ask all families to support their child to 
attend the final 15 days wherever possible, so that students continue to reap 
the benefits of good attendance for their  social, emotional and academic 
development. 

Christmas Lunches 

Following on from the success of last year’s staggered lunches, we will be 
organising a similar plan in the final week so that students can enjoy a 
christmas lunch with their friends in the canteen. Please look out for 
information over the next week for details regarding times and payment. 



Tickets available on Arbor now!



PTA Fundraising



Weekly Attendance Update 

You have to be “IN to WIN!” – Christmas Activities for the Next Three 
Weeks

As we count down to the Christmas break, we’re excited to launch 
three festive weeks of challenges, celebrations and opportunities to 
shine. Our theme this year is “In to Win” – because the more you are 
in school and the more you get involved, the more chances you 
have to take home prizes, earn recognition, and enjoy the best of 
the season together.

We are still going with our 3 week streak - currently we have 132 
students who are in line to be put into the draw for Amazon vouchers 
- just what you need to buy those Christmas presents!

On Monday, there will also be the November 100 Club draw - all the 
students who have been in school for the whole of November will 
have the opportunity to win more Amazon Vouchers.

Daily Christmas Riddle – Are You Up for the Challenge?

Each morning, tutors will reveal our Daily Christmas Riddle.
 Students will have the day to think, debate and guess the answer…
 The correct answer will be revealed the following morning!

Every correct entry goes into a prize draw, so make sure you submit 
your guesses – you never know when your Tutor Group might be 
drawn to win a tutor prize.



Weekly Attendance Update 

Tutor Group Quizzes & Individual Challenges

Throughout the three weeks, tutor groups will take part in a series of 
fun, festive quizzes designed to test teamwork, creativity and 
Christmas knowledge.

Alongside these, students can take part in a range of individual 
activities, from creative tasks to mini-challenges.  Depending on the 
task, there will be prizes for:

● The winning tutor group
● Standout individual performers
● Special mentions for creativity, leadership and teamwork

Kindness Cards – Spreading a Little Joy

Following the success of last year, we are delighted to continue our 
Kindness Card tradition.  Every student will have the opportunity to 
write a heartfelt, encouraging or appreciative message to a member 
of staff.

It’s a small gesture that makes a big difference, and it embodies the 
spirit of our school community at Christmas.

Attendance Rewards – A Non-Uniform Treat!

Attendance continues to be one of the most important ingredients for 
success.
To celebrate this, tutor groups with the most outstanding attendance 
over the first 2 weeks of December will win:

A non-uniform day for the whole tutor group (while the rest of the 
school remains in uniform)

A brilliant incentive to stay in school, stay engaged and stay 
connected right up to the final day.

Let’s make these last three weeks of term Winning Weeks

We hope every student gets involved, takes part, and finds something 
to enjoy. It’s a wonderful way to end the term on a positive note, 
celebrate together, and keep our community strong.



Weekly Attendance Update 

To support and encourage students to maintain good attendance in 
the middle weeks of this term, we will be celebrating students with 
three weeks of consecutive 100% attendance from week 2 until week 
6. All students need to do is be in each day and they will be entered 
for a rewards raffle and prize draw for amazon vouchers. 

Well done to all the students who are entering their third week. 5 
more days to go! 



On Track Update 

Organised Equipped, on time, and completing 
homework 

Neat Smart, well presented books 
demonstrating your best work.

Try hard Trying your hardest and rising to the 
challenge.

Responsible A role model to others in your 
appearance, actions and words

Active Listening, responding, and 
participating in lessons 

Community 
Supporting staff and other students to 
create a positive learning environment 
for all. 

Knowledgeable Knowing key information, concepts 
and terminology for each subject/unit 

159,135



Year 11 Mocks

A huge congratulations to all our Year 11 students! 

Your confidence, determination and resilience 

have truly shone throughout your mock exams over 

the past two weeks.

Your positive attitude and your drive to showcase 

your impressive knowledge have been exceptional.

Well done — we are so proud of you all!



Youth Speaks Competition

Youth Speaks Internal Intermediate Heat

Last week we hosted our internal heat of the Youth 
Speaks public speaking competition.

Five teams performed and the judges’ task was to 
select the two teams who will represent St Dunstan’s 
School in the area competition next week.

Our winning teams were: The Silly Tabby Cats and 
team Aaaaaaaaa!

Our thanks go to the Rotary Club of Shepton Mallet for 
their time and guidance. Watch this space for this 
week’s result as we compete against other local 
schools!



Youth Speaks Competition



White Ribbon Day

November 25th marks the start of the 16 Days of 
Activism to end violence against women and girls 
worldwide.

This year’s focus is digital violence — a growing threat 
to safety and equality.

Today, tutor groups across the school signed a pledge 
to support the campaign and stand against all forms 
of violence.

Further details about the campaign can be found 
here: Ending Violence Against Women

https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day?brid=rCVBRlHBCFZjuLlA5BaYJg


KS3 Art Exhibition

KS3 artists have participated in the Bishop’s Palace 
annual Christmas sculpture competition. This year’s 
theme is ‘Christmas carols ’.

These beautiful sculptures have been delivered to  
the Bishop’s Palace in Wells.

The exhibition starts on Monday 1st of December 
and ends on Wednesday 31st of December. The 
exhibition is open to the public.

A huge well done to all students who participated!



Year 10 Hospitality and Catering

Students have been working hard this week in their 

term 2 practical assessment.

Students have been showcasing skills and 

techniques that they have learnt this term.

The brief was pastry, bread or pasta. Mrs Potter is 

incredibly impressed and proud of the year 10 

students and what they have achieved, well done!

Keep up the good work as we move onto the next 

topic.



Carnival Celebration

It’s been over a week since Carnival finished and we 

pay homage to all of our staff, students and families 

who worked so hard with their clubs! We know lots of 

them worked really hard, whether it be backstage, 

performing on carts, collecting money and many 

other roles.

It’s a highlight every year for many, and we 

appreciate how much drive and resilience goes into 

the preparation and delivery of such brilliant 

masterpieces.

Thank you for entertaining us on a those dark 

autumn nights; see you next year!



Coding Event for Girls

Are you curious about a future in STEM? Whether you’re 
choosing your GCSE options, studying for your GCSEs, or 
an A-Level student passionate about science and 
technology, this event is for you! 

Supported by University of Bath students, you’ll get to take 
part in hands-on coding activities, practical workshops, 
and discover exciting STEM career pathways. It’s a 
fantastic opportunity to explore, learn, and get inspired.

The V Code Team has put together a short video to give 
you a sneak peek of what’s in store:    
https://www.mightygirls.co.uk/vcodevideo2025

https://www.mightygirls.co.uk/vcodevideo2025


Welcome to the Book Nook, the section of the newsletter 
where we update you with what has been happening in 
the Library.

This week we have a book review from Thomas in 
Year 7:

I would recommend this book. It's so good but it's weird 
how Oswald has to go through a ball pit to go to the past. 
It’s very good and not that scary for a Five Nights at 
Freddy's book.

My favourite part: When Oswald texts his mom (she's at 
work) and tells her it's an emergency and when she comes 
home, Oswald's Mom doesn't see what happens to his 
dad… (the rest is a spoiler!)

My overall rating is 10/10 because it's the first and best 
book and it's so good because the moral of the story is to 
never prank your dad (I think)! The characters are a 8/10. I 
like when the story goes into the past and the characters 
look like they are from the 80s/90s.

Title: Five Nights at Freddy’s Graphic 
Novel: Fazbear Frights
By: Scott Cawthon



Safeguarding Spotlight

Parent and Carer Workshops:

Talking to your Children and Teens about their 

Bodies, Feelings and Relationships - a relaxed and 

informative session for parents and carers of SEND 

children of all ages with an additional focus on 

teenage years.

The 2-hour session focuses on talking about bodies, 

boundaries, feelings, and relationships.

Dates: 

- In person: 26th February 2026 at Albemarle 

Centre, Taunton, TA1 1BA, 1pm—2:45pm

- Online (live only): 11th February 2026, 

7pm-9pm

Complete this form to book your space: 

https://forms.office.com/e/TLptzxKxzE

https://forms.office.com/e/TLptzxKxzE
https://forms.office.com/e/TLptzxKxzE


Production Request

Rehearsals for the next school production of The 
Addams Family are well underway and we are 
turning our attention to set and costumes!

We are looking for donations of costumes which 
may be suitable for our ancestors' characters 
within the show. These characters wear white 
floaty type clothes, which can be shawls, 
dresses, jackets, white accessories, wigs etc. and 
can be from varied time periods.

If you have some spare white material, lace or 
white lace curtains, or any suitable clothing  you 
don't need anymore and our wonderful costume 
department can work their magic. Here are 
some ideas for the types of costumes we would 
like to create. Thank you!



Holiday Activities



Holiday Activities


