
Weekly Newsletter 2025-6
Dear Families & Parents,

This weekly newsletter is your essential guide to supporting your child. It is 
packed with important dates, event details and information. Please take a 
few minutes each week to read it so you don't miss a thing.

A massive "well done" to the entire cast and crew of The Addams Family 
production! During the final performance, I found myself reflecting on why this is 
one of my favorite moments of the school year.

It is a rare and wonderful time when the community comes together to witness 
our talented young students perform, showcasing the culmination of six months 
of hard work. Seeing the joy on the students' faces, mirrored by the pride of the 
families in the audience, was truly special.

My sincere thanks go to every student involved, and a special mention must go 
to Mrs. Pulford and Mrs. Hopton for their tireless dedication in making this 
production possible.

The next few weeks are packed with important events as we shift our focus 
toward key academic priorities.  This Monday marks the launch of our new 
after-school revision sessions for Year 11. We believe these sessions will be an 
absolute game-changer, providing our students with the structure and support 
they need to achieve their very best this summer.

We are also excited to launch the Year 9 Curriculum Choices programme. This is 
a pivotal moment where students begin selecting the subjects they are 
passionate about studying alongside our core offer. We look forward to guiding 
them through these important decisions.

Thank you for your continued support. 

Best wishes

P Balkwill 

Headteacher 



Key Information

Key Dates

5 February- Year 9 Parents evening and Options Fayre

Visiting Author Years 8 & 9 

12 February- Year 10 Parents Evening

13 February- Half term 

Wb 2.3 Year 11 Mock exam window opens 
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Weekly Attendance Update 

Attendance Alert: The Mid-Year Milestone

As we conclude Week 19, we have officially reached the halfway point of 
the school year. This is a critical time to stay vigilant regarding your child’s 
attendance.

At this stage of the year, attendance percentages become more "fixed." 
While figures may have fluctuated early on, the data is now more stable, 
meaning any drop in attendance is significantly harder to recover.

It is easy to become complacent if your child is sitting at 95%, but please 
be warned: occasional absences at this midpoint can cause that figure to 
plummet quickly, making it a mountain to climb to get back on track by 
July.

Key Areas for Focus

● The Friday Trend: We are seeing an increase in Friday absences. We 
urge families to give equal importance to every school day to 
ensure no learning gaps form.

● Seasonal Bugs: With winter illnesses circulating, please reinforce 
good hand hygiene at home.

● NHS Guidance: Before keeping your child home, check the official 
NHS guidance. Many minor conditions do not require an absence, 
and students are often better off in the classroom environment.

Every day missed is a missed opportunity. Let’s work together to finish this 
half-term with strong, consistent attendance.



Weekly Attendance Update 



On Track Update 

Organised Equipped, on time, and completing homework 

Neat Smart, well presented books demonstrating 
your best work.

Try hard Trying your hardest and rising to the challenge.

Responsible A role model to others in your appearance, 
actions and words

Active Listening, responding, and participating in 
lessons 

Community Supporting staff and other students to create a 
positive learning environment for all. 

Knowledgeable Knowing key information, concepts and 
terminology for each subject/unit 

268,072



The Addams Family

“A triumph!”

“A truly remarkable show!”

Our performances of our school production, The 
Addams Family, were a tremendous success!

The audience were treated to amazing acting, superb 
singing and fantastic choreography. Well done cast 
and crew, and Mrs Hopton and Mrs Pulford for 
creating such a masterpiece! Thank you to everyone 
involved, whether on stage or behind the scenes for 
helping it all come together. We’ll have more show 
pics in the next newsletter but for now, enjoy some 
shots of the creepy and the kooky!



The Addams Family



The Addams Family

Some shots from behind the scenes….



Year 9 Parents’ Evening

We look forward to welcoming Year 9 parents and 
carers to our upcoming Parents’ Evening at St 
Dunstan’s School on Thursday 5 February, from 
3:50pm to 6:45pm.

This is a great opportunity to meet subject teachers, 
discuss your child’s progress, and ask any questions 
about their education. Students should attend with 
you.

Location: Assembly Room

Appointments: 5 minutes each (a bell will sound to 
help with timekeeping)

Booking appointments will be done online via 
SchoolCloud:

Opens: Monday 26 January at 17:00pm

Closes: Wednesday 4 February at 5:00pm

Please note: if a teacher teaches your child in more 
than one subject, please book one appointment 
only so all families have the chance to attend.

We look forward to seeing you there!



Holocaust Memorial Day

A group of our students joined the town council this 

week, to read poems and light candles, in honour of 

Holocaust Memorial Day, honouring the Jewish people, 

and all others who suffered during the Holocaust

It was a very moving moment and we are proud of our 

students’ involvement.



Year 11 Revision 

Our Year 11s are working hard in after school revision 
sessions. The Maths department ran a higher and 
foundation session this week. Every extra opportunity 
helps towards the preparation for the mocks after half 
term.

Well done Year 11!



Revision Stars

Here’s our first ‘Revision Star’ in Year 11.

Year 11 have a challenge to motivate and support 

them to revise and prepare for the exams which lie 

ahead. 

Each week, we will reward the student who engages 

the most in revision activities and they will win an 

Amazon voucher to spend on something to treat 

themselves with!



Art Supplies

We want to say a big thank you to the PTA for their 

tireless work in fundraising, providing extra resources 

to areas that need it. 

These resources are going to make a huge 

difference to the Art Department!



School’s Reading Challenge
We have joined up with lots of other local schools to 
take part in a school’s reading challenge, hosted by 
Whitstone School. 

The aim is to encourage students to read more and 
there are prizes up for grabs! The challenge runs from 
now until the end of the summer term and in library 
lessons we will be keeping track of KS3 reading, and 
any KS4 who wish to participate can keep Mrs Morris 
updated at break/lunch with any books they’ve read.

Students will be entered into different prize brackets 
with the chance to win in the associated raffles:

❖ Bronze Award: 7 books read
❖ Silver Award: 14 books read
❖ Gold Award: 21 books read
❖ Platinum Award: 40 books read
❖ Local Library Award: Extra entry if you have read 

books from local libraries (not the school library!)

We will also hold our own StD’s awards with 
certificates and prizes such as ‘student who has read 
the most books overall’ or ‘reader of the chunkiest 
books’ (so don’t just read skinny ones to beat the 
competition!) and ‘best overall tutor group of readers’!

We can’t wait to see what everyone reads…





PTA Announcement

Tickets are on Arbor now. Raffle prize donations would 
be greatly appreciated and can be left at reception! 
Thank you.



PTA Announcement

Do you want to help raise money for the PTA without 
giving up hours of your time?

Doing some online shopping or booking a holiday? 

If you sign up (for free) to Easy Fundraising and select 
our PTA as your chosen donation, the school will 
receive up to £50 per holiday booking! Without 
costing you anything extra…

It only takes a few minutes but could make the world 
of difference to the PTA and therefore to our 
students! The link to register is below:

Easy Fundraising St Dunstan's Link

If you have any questions about this for the PTA, or 
want to get more involved, please email 
stdunstanscommunitypta@gmail.com

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stdunstansschool/






Local Events Spotlight


