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Dear Parents and Families

Welcome to this week's newsletter. It has 
been another busy, albeit short,  with a 
great deal to pack in. Firstly, I would like 
to express my thanks to our Mental 
Health Lead, Mrs Pulford, who marked 
the upcoming Mental Health Awareness  
Week with a dedicated drop-down day 
for our Year 7 students on Tuesday.  This 
followed the hugely successful Year 9 
day organised by Millfield School earlier 
this year. 

In the bustle of daily life, making time for mental health is a 
necessity that is often neglected or set aside . Our lives are 
constantly bombarded by activities and the pressures of social 
media and technology, alongside standard daily stresses. 
Teaching students not only the importance of mental health but 
also how to manage it effectively is a vital skill set. I am very 
proud that our school and its staff prioritise such opportunities.

As we reach the end of week three, we now stand on the 
precipice of the GCSE exam window. It was a genuinely uplifting 
experience yesterday to participate in the "Power Hour" 
celebration. My thanks go to Ms Kench for organising the event, 
with a particular nod to Mr Armstrong for his words of 
encouragement and his attempt at poetry—though I now fully 
understand why he chose a career in mathematics! I often 
remind our students at this time of year that we are incredibly 
proud of their hard work and dedication over the past twelve 
months. Now is the time for them to show the world exactly how 
fantastic they are. Good luck, Year 11; make yourselves as proud 
of your achievements as we already are.
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Finally, I would like to thank our families and congratulate our 
students on the continued improvement in attendance over the 
past three weeks. This is typically a period where we see a 
significant decline and a pattern of absence emerging at the 
start and end of the week. We have been delighted to see this 
trend bucked, with figures now significantly higher than in 
previous years for this same period. Well done to the students, 
and thank you to our families for everything you do to support 
and encourage consistent attendance. 

I  wish you all a fantastic weekend and look forward to writing to 
you again next week.

Best wishes,

P. Balkwill Headteacher
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Key Dates 

11th May- GCSE Formal Exam Period Starts 

14th May- Normandy Trip Parents’ Meeting 

14th May- MNSP Trust Sports Festival- students involved will be 
contacted by the PE team

Wb 25th May- We will be running revision sessions for Year 11 
GCSEs over the half term break. Please look out for more details in 
your emails. 

Important Information 

As we move into the summer, we advise students to wear 
suncream and have a hat with them for break times and 
lunchtimes. Students should also bring with them a suitable drinks 
bottle to stay hydrated across the day. 

Year 11 Exams 

Just a reminder ahead of next week for families and students that 
we have dedicated webpage to keep everyone updated over 
the exam period. We advise that you check this regularly for 
updates. 

St Dunstan's School |Information on Exams

https://www.stdunstansschool.com/information-for-students-and-parentscarers/year-11-exams-information-and-support.htm


Announcement 



Attendance Update 

May the Fourth… and Suddenly It’s the Weekend

Where has this week gone? Starting with “May the Fourth be with you”, 
we seem to have been catapulted through the week at hyperspeed 
and suddenly — somehow — it is already the weekend.
As I write this, there are 428 students with 100% attendance this week — 
all competing for just 20 portions of cheesy chips. Those odds tell their 
own story.  That’s an incredible 82% of students who have been in 
school every single day this week. In a national landscape where 
attendance continues to dominate conversations across education, 
that is not something to overlook or take for granted. It reflects 
commitment, routines, relationships and a culture where being present 
matters.
Of course, the cheesy chips may grab the headlines amongst students, 
but the real reward is something much bigger. Every lesson attended 
represents learning gained, friendships strengthened, routines 
embedded and opportunities protected. Attendance is never just 
about figures on a spreadsheet; it is about belonging, aspiration and 
ensuring young people give themselves the very best chance to 
succeed.
So whilst only 20 students may walk away clutching cheesy chips this 
week, hundreds more should feel proud of the commitment and 
consistency they have shown simply by turning up, engaging and being 
part of our school community every single day.



Attendance League

Huge well done to everyone in last week’s 

attendance league  Will the winners be the same this 

week or will there be a change…?

Yr 7/8

 First Place: 7CPE

 Second Place: 8AHA

 Third Place: 7 JPU

Can another group knock 7CPE off the top spot?

Yr 9/10

 First Place: 10JWA

 Second Place: 9GBR

 Third Place: 9SGR



Attendance Update 

There will also be the following awards- 

- The 100 Club Prize Draw for May
- Celebration Carnival Invitations for 

students with 96% attendance or 
Improved attendance 

- Tutor Group attendance league table 



On Track Update 



We need your vote!
National Book Tokens are giving away £1000 to a school 
library, and we need your help to be in the running to 
win it! Please nominate ‘St Dunstan’s School’ on the link 
below, and you could personally be in with a chance of 
winning a £100 book voucher!

Nominate us!
Thank you for your support, it would make a HUGE 
difference to the library and to our students to win so 
much money, so fingers crossed! 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize?utm_medium=email&utm_source=nbt&utm_campaign=20260505-schools&utm_content=schools-prize


Blue Influencers

Our Year 8 Blue Influencers have put in an incredible 
effort, creating a powerful video to raise awareness 
about otters.

They even had the chance to present their film to MP 
Sarah Dyke, who was impressed by their creativity and 
dedication.

This project shows just how much impact a small group 
of passionate young people can have when they 
come together to champion wildlife and inspire others.

Want to support their work? Grab one of their T-shirts 
and help keep the momentum going!

Ottermistic Futures

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.somersetwildlife.org%2Fblue-influencers-ottermistic-futures&h=AUCtLxjtFGgG0cTKEs477bEyc0sOlilQyUCag39cXuIZb9QoFZezFdRFmYd9U7DpuKUD4BIFPYCbf493z0sAFIy5lPYpMH4Ivn_61ROobro_Kb9BEZJbAL_ry0dBAxQnO1drK93BNqgsQevmaycK8HXlqiu_KYvL&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUADzYzgvpTAB-8LcsLe6Ui2SQewbFU9z4NWGE9I2vIS5ql62VqER9UNob7Ur2Zh4QF30L24_DnWqHDUpt0mZnroHgyOSGCLpPvdOfCu09Slp57JzZqa6DfoyT4TOYvqUzUNL5E1-dZ7l-C3pNB7-QIobUZ0_e7Yrz7e5IeivRxkg-GdwrY0WF4EoisuO6fo5kjIIe9CJ2O_hEddQlnHQILcEw


Head StudentsYouth Council 

Members of our School Council visited the Town Hall 
for a Youth Council meeting last week.

They had a fantastic opportunity to share their views , 
discuss important community challenges and take 
part in meaningful conversations that help shape 
local decisions.

It was inspiring to see them engage so confidently 
and thoughtfully in their community.



Year 7 Wellbeing Day

Next week is Mental Health Week and the theme is 
Take Action. As part of our whole school mental 
health initiative, we created a number of events for 
students to be involved in at school, which support 
their mental health.

All of the students in Year 7 have taken part in a 
brilliant day of workshops based on positive mental 
health and wellbeing strategies this week.

The workshops included: badminton, collage creating, 
a nature walk, mindful board games, colouring and a 
book design and poetry writing workshop.

Year 7 made the most of every opportunity and have 
lots more tips on self care to keep them happy and 
healthy. Well done Year 7!



Events Spotlight



Careers Spotlight
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