As this term draws to a close, we are now able to reflect on the flexibility,
resilience and hard work that has gone in to such a short period of time.
In the first week of term online learning was still taking place. We then
had a week of staggered starts whilst mass lateral flow testing took place.
For the following two weeks students came out of lessons each day to
complete their next two lateral flow tests. Alongside this, staff and
students have hit the ground running, showing great resilience and a
culture of hard work. I have been very impressed with all students and
staff with the fantastic transition back to school. It is great to have some
form of normality back in school at last and while we are still in bubbles
for all lessons and we are all still adhering to all the Covid restrictions, it is great to have the school
operating as it should.
Please do read the information in this newsletter on providing contact details and medical
information; these are legal requirements and we do need to keep everything up to date.
As you know, I will only be at St Dunstan's for one more term before taking up my new Headship at
Writhlington School. Whilst I am sad to be leaving, I am immensely proud of St Dunstan's School
and its community. I will be working very closely with Mrs Bevan over this next term to ensure
there is a seamless handover.
I hope that we can all take the opportunity over this Easter break to relax and spend time with
family and friends where this is possible and return refreshed after the Easter break.

In school testing has come to an end and our testing centre has returned to being the Drama Studio.
A huge thank you to all our students for being so courteous and mature about taking the tests.
Well done to the testing team who set it all up and had it running like
clockwork. It was a mammoth undertaking to get the training complete, the
test centre set up and all the paperwork organised in a very short space of
time. A special thank you to Mr Oakwood who was in charge of organising
everything.
You have all done an amazing job!
Students have been given testing kits to take home and these home tests should be completed every
Sunday and Wednesday throughout the holiday with reporting results being completed in the usual
way.

During Lockdown, Year 7 students were given the task of designing and/or building their own castle based
on the research they had carried out as part of the Medieval World Topic.
The interest and enthusiasm have been immense from the students who ‘rallied to the battlements’ in order
to produce the ultimate castle!
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The interest and enthusiasm have been immense from the
students who ‘rallied to the battlements’ in order to produce
the ultimate castle! The best designers will shortly be
rewarded for their endeavours – an update to come in the
next Newsletter!
On this page are some of the entries – they are amazing! Top
marks to all who have taken part!
Mr Maple

On 19th March, we participated in a fundraising Mufti Day for Comic Relief. We asked staff and students to
wear something red as part of their mufti. We also shared lots of corny jokes as part of the day. We have
shared an example of some jokes below; it’s great to have these around the school to give us all a chuckle.
Our Mufti Day raised £333.63 for Comic Relief - well done St Dunstan's!

In addition to our Comic Relief Mufti Day, we also took part in a Mufti Day for Children in Need, which

raised £319.64 and Christmas Jumper Day, which raised £113.80 for Save the Children. Great
achievements in a very difficult year.

On 4th March, in spite of being in lockdown, we celebrated World Book Day – staff rose to the occasion and
arrived at school in a variety of book based costumes – what a team! Can you work out who is hiding
behind Mr Twit’s beard?

The 8th March, saw the beginning of British Science week. Students had an introductory video shared in
their Google classrooms for Science.
The week saw a variety of talks, competitions, challenges and fun activities online.
Science teachers gave their classes time this week to explore which activities to complete.
Year 9 were set a project to pick an element and make a superhero based on it. It had to have the properties
of the element and scored extra points for puns or backstory.
Well done Year 9 – these are great!

We are very excited to announce that we are working with TLE Coaching to run a holiday club for Year 7 in
the first instance. Many of you will be familiar with TLE as they run clubs for many of our local primary
schools. The club will run in the May half term from Tuesday 1st June to Friday 4th June inclusive. The cost is
£10 for the day and the club will run from 9 – 3; lunch can be provided if required. More details will be sent
home at the start of next term but, if you would like to take a look before then, the website address is
www.tlesportscoaching.co.uk

We are immensely grateful to St Dunstan’s Masonic Lodge for their very generous donation of £2000. The
money is being used to purchase extra Chromebooks for students to use as required.
If you have any outgrown uniform, in good condition, that you would be willing to donate, we would be very
grateful – boys’ blazers are particularly in demand. There is a collection box in reception for dropping off
donations.

We are hoping to build a collection of ‘Worry Monsters’ in school and would be grateful for any knitters out
there who would be willing to create some – we have the patterns and the wool; we just need your nimble
fingers! Please email secretary@stdunstansschool.com with FAO Mrs Lewis in the subject bar

As you will have heard in the news, Year 11 will have their grades determined based on a range of evidence
including assessments taking place this term. It is vital that Year 11 students attend every lesson and
complete every assessment to the very best of their ability so that we have lots of evidence for awarding
them the most accurate grades we can.

All assessments must be finished by 21st May. The final day for year 11 to be in school is still to be advised
by the government – we will keep you posted.

Careers update:
Year 11 have been looking ahead to their next steps, college and further education. These are exciting yet
apprehensive times for them as they prepare to leave St Dunstan’s. The students have applied for a wide
variety of courses from A Levels and the new Technical or T Levels as well as vocational courses and
apprenticeships.
During lockdown the whole year participated in a virtual taster day at Strode College - an activity we would
normally do physically from school. The feedback from students and the college was excellent as they took
part in online lessons and tutorials in the subject areas they have applied in. For example, 95% of students
found the day better or as expected. Well done all and good luck over the coming months
Your choice, Your Future
As we reported last term, Year 11 careers interviews have been going ahead via telephone conversations
with our Careers adviser Mrs McKinley. If any student/carer would like additional discussions with her
please contact her via email at jmckinley1@stdunstansschool.com. General queries can be made to Mr
Jones or form tutors.
College Applications
Many students have already made applications to college for September. It is important to get these in as
soon as possible. A reminder that you can apply to a number of different courses at more than one college
and there is flexibility to change your choices as we move through the year. More guidance available on our
school website careers page or on the websites of all our local FE colleges:
https://www.strode-college.ac.uk/
https://www.btc.ac.uk/
https://www.btc.ac.uk/the-college/campuses/cannington-campus/

Strode College have a brand new newsletter that can be accessed by using this link:
https://www.smore.com/amvc0

Keeping contacted
Please remember to update any changes of your contact details for your son/daughter with the school
office.
You can make changes to your details by calling 01458 832943 or email secretary@stdunstansschool.com.
We are relying on email communication more than ever to send you updates and notices.
To help you to receive your emails promptly, there are a few things you can do to help




Inform the school if you change your email address
Check your email box daily including your SPAM mail
Regularly sort and delete any unrequired messages to keep space in your inbox

Medicines/Medical Conditions
Please remember to update any medical conditions or required medicines with the school office.
If your son/daughter suffers from Asthma and uses an inhaler or has an allergy and requires an EpiPen,
please supply the school with a spare to keep for emergencies.
Prescribed medicines administered by the school or unprescribed medicines administered by students both
require an authorised form to be completed, which is available from the school office.

Staying on T.R.A.K
In our last newsletter we explained that we have identified the values that we feel best
represent our school.





Truth
Resilience
Awareness
Kindness

We believe that St Dunstan’s students should:
 seek Truth, show a thirst for learning and question what they hear
 grow Resilience by working hard, staying positive and embracing challenge
 stay Aware of thoughts and feelings, their impact on others and the
environment and share hope
 choose Kindness by showing gratitude, respecting all and including others
As a result of living these core values, students will stay on TRAK; these values will be
central to our school life and will permeate all that we do.

A reminder that, following Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 9th February, we shared quizzes and films
on our Facebook page to raise awareness, here are the links again:
Some helpful advice for parents and carers about helping teenagers to stay safe online
https://vimeo.com/480839159
Have a look at this film about who to trust online
https://vimeo.com/uksic
Here is a quiz to try as a reminder of all the things we need to know to be safe online
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/assets/2021/safety-quiz.pdf

As well as the Safer Internet Day information, we are repeating this notice from
last term as it is so important
We know there is currently a significant rise in negative online incidents and experiences for young
people. Our online safety training session went ahead as planned – those who attended found it very
informative and helpful in understanding how to keep children safer online. A huge thank you to the
NSPCC and all those who attended. As promised this webinar was recorded and we have uploaded
it for parents / carers who were not able to attend. Please find the link below.
St Dunstan's Online Safety Webinar
We are hoping to run another such session later in the year, for people that would like to receive the
training whilst having the opportunity to ask questions, and we will keep you informed about this.
The NSPCC also provided us with additional resources to help parents / carers keep their children
safe online and these can be found below.
Avon and Somerset Police Webinars – NEW!
As you know, there have also been webinars run by Avon and Somerset Police but places were taken
up so quickly that it was difficult for many parents to attend. We are delighted that the police have
set up a YouTube channel so that you can see three recorded sessions covering topics including:




Exploitation of children online
Technical protective and safety measures available
Tips on starting a conversation with children about the internet and how to use it safely.

Here is the link – we highly recommend viewing the videos:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf41oqLODZCDKOmdj6ulSDg

Net Aware: An easy guide to apps, games and sites:
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
NSPCC Online safety resources:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
Advice and support for young people, via Childline:
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
YoungMinds parent helpline:
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/

We will look forward to seeing everyone back in their classrooms, in
correct uniform and with the correct equipment (including a reading
book) on Monday 19th April. A reminder that students should be in their
classroom at 8.50 and so should arrive on site by 8.45

Have a great Easter!

Term 4 ends at 3.15 on Thursday 1st April 2021
Term 5 begins on Monday 19th April 2021
Term 5 ends on Friday 28th May 2021
Term 6 begins on Monday 7th June 2021
Term 6 ends on Friday 23rd July 2021

