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Georgia O’Keeffe 1887-1986 

Giant Flower painting in 1928, "Calla Lily" sold 
for $25,000. 

Her environment inspired such paintings as New 
Mexico (1929) and Cow's Skull with Calico Roses 
(1931).

Born in 1887, Georgia O'Keeffe was an American artist who 
painted nature in a way that showed how it made her feel. 
She is best known for her paintings of flowers and desert 
landscapes.

She played an important part in the development of modern 
art in America, becoming the first female painter to gain 
respect in New York's art world in the 1920s. Her unique and 
new way of painting nature, simplifying its shapes and forms 
meant that she was called a pioneer.

Georgia O’Keeffe, Abstraction White 
Rose, 1927, Oil on canvas

As well as the shapes of the landscape itself, O'Keeffe was 
fascinated by the bones and skulls she found in the desert 
landscapes near where she lived. She said:

'To me they are as beautiful as anything I know…The 
bones seem to cut sharply to the centre of something that 
is keenly alive on the desert even tho’ it is vast and empty 
and untouchable.

Georgia wanted to stay as close as possible to the 
remote landscape places she loved, she travelled 
around the desert drawing and painting. She battled 
the heat and heavy wind and camped out under the 
stars. Luckily she had favourite mobile studio with her 
– her car – which she’d specially adapted as a place to 
work!
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Bridget Riley was born in 1931 in London, but when 
World War II broke out she left the city and moved to 
Cornwall. She would walk along the coastline and 
explore the caves where she would sit and watch the 
reflections in rock pools. She also liked looking at the sea 

and how the light made it change colour during the day.

When Bridget Riley first exhibited her black and 
white abstract paintings in the 1960s, people 
were amazed at how they seemed to move. It 
was like she was painting with electricity and the 
patterns were live wires!

This style of painting is known as op art. Op 
artists put colours, shapes and patterns together 
in clever ways to create an optical illusion. This 
can make an image look like its moving!

Bridget Riley 1931-

Bridget Riley
Fall 1963In 1960, Bridget Riley went to 

Venice where she saw sculptures 
by the Italian artist Umberto 
Boccioni. Here is one of his 
sculptures. She wanted to make 
paintings that had curves like 
Boccioni’s sculptures.

Umberto 
Boccioni
Unique Forms 
of Continuity 
in Space 1913

Bridget Riley

Untitled 

[Fragment 

2/10] 1965

In 1960, Bridget Riley went to Venice where she saw 
sculptures by the Italian artist Umberto Boccioni. Here is 
one of his sculptures. She wanted to make paintings that 
had curves like Boccioni’s sculptures.

She also started experimenting with colour, putting warm 
and cold colours together like red and blue to make the 
paintings vibrant. She travelled to many different 
countries, like Egypt and India, and looked closely at the 
way the artists in those countries used colour. She was 
interested in the way hot countries used very bright 
colours to stop them fading in the sun.

This painting is called Nataraja and is inspired by a trip she 
made to India. Nataraja means Lord of the Dance, and 
refers to the Hindu god Shiva.

Bridget Riley
Nataraja 1993

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/
who-is/who-bridget-riley

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-bridget-riley


Alberto Giacometti (10th October 1901 - 11th January
1966) was a Swiss sculptor and painter. He was born in
Switzerland. His dad was Giovanni Giacometti, a well-known 
painter. He was interested in art from an early age.
He was a SURREALIST artist. His work had an imaginary
and dreamlike quality.
Most famous for, his sculptures of people In the 1940s
Giacometti began to make tall, emaciated figures with
roughly defined outlines, which appear to represent the
human figure seen from a distance. He explained that
when he made large figures, they seemed 'false'. It was
only when he portrayed them as 'long and slender' that
they seemed true to his vision of humanity

Alberto Giacometti 1901-1966

The fragile, elongated figures sculpted 
by
Giacometti seemed to reflect the
precariousness of life in Europe 
immediately
after the Second World War

After the mid-1950s, Giacometti
concentrated on portraiture,
repeatedly drawing and sculpting
his immediate circle of friends
and family. Each work required
numerous sittings as he
struggled to capture his subjects.
His wife Annette was one of his
most frequent sitters. He
commented, ’after three days of
posing she doesn’t resemble
herself any more. I definitely
don’t recognise her’

https://nurturestore.co.uk/giacometti-sculpture-art-project-
for-kids

https://nurturestore.co.uk/giacometti-sculpture-art-project-for-kids




Graffiti is made up of images or lettering scratched, scrawled, painted or marked 
in any manner on property. Graffiti is any type of public markings that may 
appear in the forms of simple written words to elaborate wall paintings. Graffiti is 
controversially debated as art or vandalism and there are many famous graffiti 
artists such as Banksy with websites dedicated to their work. Banksy, Original 
mural on Waterloo Bridge, 2004

Although there has been a great deal
of speculation over the
years, Banksy’s true identity has
never been revealed.
It is known that he is originally from
Bristol, England.
Much of his street art and “urban
interventions” act as critical
commentary on major global issues,
including terrorism, political
authority and capitalism. Initially, he 
preferred drawing and
producing freehand, but in 2000 he
began using stencils, in part due to
how quickly they may be produced. 
Christina Aguilera bought two
Banksy prints in 2006 for £25,000.
His larger works, such as his Slave
Labour mural are thought to be
worth more than £400,000.
His work can be found in towns and
cities all over the world, from Bristol
and London in the UK, to San
Francisco, Melbourne, New Orleans
and the Israeli West Bank.
Banksy has published a book of his
work, Wall and Piece, and he has
directed the documentary, Exit
Through the Gift Shop.
Many people have been critical of
Banksy’s work, viewing it as
vandalism and not art.

Art- the expression or application of
human creative skill and imagination,
typically in a visual form such as painting
Vandalism- action involving deliberate
destruction of or damage to public or
private property.
Street Art- artwork that is created in a
public space, typically without official
permission.
Stencil graffiti is a form of graffiti that
makes use of stencils made out of paper,
cardboard, or other media to create an
image or text that is easily reproducible
Canvas-a strong, coarse unbleached cloth
made from hemp used as a surface for oil
painting.
Irony-the expression of one's meaning by
using language that normally signifies the
opposite, typically for humorous or
emphatic effect.
Evaluation-the making of a judgement
about the amount, number, or value of
something; assessment

Banksy 1974-



Pablo Picasso 1881-1973
THE COLOURFUL STAGES OF PICASSO'S LIFE
Picasso was so experimental, and created 
so many different kinds of art that 
historians have divided his life and the art 
he made into stages. The Blue Period and 
the Rose Period came first (when he used 
lots of blue and pink to make paintings). 
These were followed by primitivism, 
cubism, classicism (when he created more 
traditional or classic artworks), surrealism, 
wartime and Late Works.

A CLOSER LOOK AT CUBISM
One of his most famous periods is the 
cubist period. The painting below is one of 
his cubist pictures. Cubism is when the 
artist paints an object, like a bottle, from 
lots of different angles all in the same 
picture. So you see the front, the back and 
the sides of the bottle at the same time. 

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-pablo-
picasso

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-pablo-picasso




Barbara Hepworth's earliest memories were from driving though the countryside 
with her family. She never forgot the shapes made by the roads, hills and fields 
and they inspired her to make some amazing artwork.

Dame Barbara Hepworth
Mother and Child 1934

Barbara Hepworth 1903- 1975

Dame Barbara Hepworth
Oval Sculpture (No. 2) 1943, cast 
1958

She studied at Leeds School of Art with Henry Moore, who became a life-long friend. This is 
what his work looked like. What do you think are the similarities and differences in their work?

Henry Moore OM, CH

Family Group 1949, cast 1950–1

Below is an early sculpture by Hepworth made in 1929. It is of her son Paul, who was born in 
1929. It is made of wood that has been sandpapered until it is smooth and glossy. The baby 
looks as if he is lying on his back, but Hepworth has made the sculpture stand upright. It also 
looks a bit like an African carving. Many modern artists were influenced by African art at this 
time.

Hepworth wanted to create art that was 
calm, that people could enjoy looking at 
and wouldn’t make them feel 
uncomfortable or anxious. She began to 
make sculptures and drawings that were 
inspired by the landscape and nature 
around her.

At the outbreak of the Second 
World War, Hepworth and her 
family moved to St Ives in 
Cornwall. St Ives was a very 
popular place for artists to live.


