
 

 

Welcome back: Welcome back to you all and I hope you had a good Easter break. Since returning 
to school, we have been busy in so many ways and the next few weeks look to be just as productive 
as we strive to give the children at High Littleton Primary School the best possible education.  

Headteacher’s Award: Many, many congratulations go to Beatrice (Deer) who on Friday was the proud 
recipient of last term’s Headteacher’s Award. This award is in recognition of Beatrice’s outstanding                       
behaviour and attitude to all aspects of school life.  

OPAL: We are incredibly proud to inform you that on Tuesday, we were the recipients of the OPAL 
Platinum Award for the third successive time. This is in recognition of the incredible outdoor                           
provision for our children. Rachel Murray (OPAL Assessor) left with a smile on her face as she                        
reflected on our outstanding achievement. My grateful thanks to all the staff (past and present) who 
have contributed and driven this project for the past nine years.  

Y4 Residential Visit: Thank you to Mr Smalley, Miss Challenger, Mrs Stenner and Mrs Smith who 
spent last week supporting our Year 4 children as they embarked upon their residential visit to                
Mendip Activity Centre. The children (and staff) had a great time, throwing themselves into the 
many challenges which they faced. 

Have a relaxing Bank Holiday weekend. Please remember that we return to school next Tuesday, 5th 
May. 
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“Huge congratulations to High Littleton Church of England Primary School on achieving their third                         
consecutive OPAL Outdoor Play and Learning Platinum Award, earning the prestigious OPAL Honours status. This 
remarkable accomplishment represents the very highest level within the OPAL programme and has been awarded 
to only thirteen primary schools nationally. High Littleton now stands proudly amongst the very best primary 
schools in the country for the quality of their outdoor play. 

High Littleton’s OPAL journey began back in 2018, working alongside OPAL founder and director Michael Follett, 
and then with Senior OPAL mentor Rachel Murray. Over the years, the school has demonstrated an unwavering 
commitment to continuous improvement, using play as a powerful driver for whole-school development. Their                      
sustained dedication has ensured that outdoor play is not an add-on, but a deeply embedded and valued part of 
everyday school life. 

The school fully recognises children’s right to play, as outlined in Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. More importantly, they have taken meaningful action to bring this to life - carefully organising 
staffing, budget, space and time to ensure that every child benefits from high-quality play experiences, every single 
day. 

This success is rooted in strong and consistent leadership. Headteacher Gareth Griffith and Deputy Headteacher Ian 
Gunning have been passionate advocates for play throughout the entire journey, including during the challenges of 
the pandemic. Their vision and determination have created a culture where play is prioritised, protected and                    
celebrated. 

Over the past eight years, six dedicated members of staff have taken on the vital role of OPAL Play Coordinator. 
Each has brought their own strengths and creativity, helping to shape and evolve the provision. Sincere thanks go 
to Sarah Bolton, Rosie, Amanda Woodland, much-missed Jane Meissner, Sinead York and Laura Pitchford for their 
invaluable contributions to this outstanding achievement. 

The wider school community has also played a crucial role. Parents have supported the initiative through                     
fundraising, donations of resources, and by ensuring children are equipped with wellies and waterproofs, making 
year-round outdoor play a reality. Their involvement has enriched the play offer and strengthened the sense of 
shared purpose. 

During the final observation, the playground was alive with rich, varied and engaging activity. Children were                   
dancing on stage, building dens, digging enthusiastically and uncovering real fossils, swinging from trees, dressing 
up, playing football, and riding swayer scooters. Others were deeply absorbed in imaginative play, including                    
creating a dinosaur racetrack and cooking cherry and chocolate cake in the mud kitchen. The abundance of re-
sources and freedom to                       explore enabled children to follow 
their interests and fully immerse themselves in play. 

There was a joyful, inclusive atmosphere across the school grounds. 
Pupils moved confidently between spaces, whether seeking energetic 
physical challenges or quieter areas for rest and reflection. The school’s 
commitment to adventurous play is underpinned by a thoughtful risk-
benefit approach, in line with guidance from the Health and Safety Ex-
ecutive, allowing children to develop resilience, confidence and inde-
pendence. 

Achieving OPAL Honours status is an extraordinary accomplishment 
and a true reflection of long-term vision,                                                              
dedication and teamwork. High Littleton Church of England Primary 
School should be immensely proud of what they have achieved. 

Congratulations to the entire school community on this exceptional 
success.”  

Rachel Murray, OPAL Senior Mentor West of England 
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OPAL Resources 

It’s that time of year again when we are asking for donations of loose parts to further enrich the                                 
children’s outdoor learning experience. High Littleton is a platinum awarded OPAL school.  The aim of 
OPAL is to enrich the children’s outdoor playtime by encouraging free and imaginative play, reinforcing 
social skills and allowing a safe environment for the children to assess their own risks. 
 
As before, we’re asking for items off the list below. 
Whilst we will thoroughly check all items to ensure their safety, it would be appreciated if you could 
check that the items are safe enough to play with i.e. pockets, bags should all be cleared out, cables                      
cut-off. 

Natural Loose Parts  Fabricated Loose Parts 

Bulbs/seeds/plants  Astro Turf Off cuts  

Logs  Bed linen  

Pea Gravel  Boards, Old Cabinet Doors, Panels  

Pine cones  Bread, milk, bottle and grocery crates  

Play Bark/ Woodchip Brief cases  

Tree stumps that can be used as seats  Buggies, push chairs  

Sea Pebbles  Cable drums  

Shells  Decking that can be made into planters  

Varied aggregates, slate, flint, clay  Event shelter/old tents  

Wood offcuts  Fabrics – Preferably parachute type materials 
and as colourful as possible.  

 Hoses and pipe  

 Netting - fishing, cargo, football  

 Old clothes, jackets, overalls, hats, bags  

 Suitcases/Briefcases of all sizes  

 Treasure that can be buried - crystals, rocks, 
coins, fools gold, mini dinosaurs etc  

Nut-Free School 

Please can I remind you that we are NUT FREE SCHOOL.  

Please can you also ensure you do not provide SESAME items. We are asking all parents to 

bear this in mind when sending lunches and snacks to school.                                                                 

Thank you for your co-operation. 



 

 

Progressive Kids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Golden Rules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attendance  

High Littleton Primary School is committed to working towards race equality, promoting positive 
approaches to difference and opposing all forms of racial prejudice and discrimination.  Language 

or behaviour, which is racist or potentially damaging to any ethnic or racial group, is not                               
tolerated and will always be challenged.  We recognise that British society is made up of people 
from many different racial, cultural, linguistic and religious backgrounds and that all pupils must 

be fully prepared to live in such a diverse society. 

Please check out the website - Click on the link. 

Follow us on Instagram high_littleton for the latest news and information 
about the school.  

 

Please see below attendance for each class since the beginning of the                               

academic year:  

Owl  96.5% 

Hedgehog 97% 

Fox 98% 

Badger 96.7% 

Otter 96.8% 

Robins 97.9% 

Deer 97.4% 

Total 97% 

Dates for your Diaries 2025-2026 

Please click on the link below to take you to the ‘Diary Dates’ page and 
scroll down to see Club dates! 

’Diary Dates/Clubs’ 

http://www.highlittletonschool.com.
http://www.highlittletonschool.com/#!dates-for-your-diary/c1opw
http://www.highlittletonschool.com/#!dates-for-your-diary/c1opw


 

 

 



 

 

 


