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November 2025 

House of Opportunity - Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s that special time of year again when we invite our school community to take part in the Christmas Shoebox Appeal, 

organised by House of Opportunity (houseofopportunity.org). This wonderful project supports people in Southeast Europe 

who are facing very difficult circumstances. Together, we can make a real difference by sending boxes filled with small 

gifts and essential items. 

To make things more affordable for busy families—and to give every child the chance to experience the joy of giving—

we’re continuing with the same approach as last year. 

Rather than each family filling a whole shoebox at home, we’re asking everyone who wishes to participate to donate 

individual items from the attached list. You can choose one item or several—it’s completely up to you! Buying in bulk is a 

great way to help. For example, a large bag of sweets (like Haribo) can be divided among several boxes, and the same 

applies to many of the other items on the list. 

Please send donated items into school by Tuesday 11th November. We’ll also need empty shoeboxes and wrapping paper, 

so please don’t throw away any boxes you might have at home! If you’re able to help with the wrapping of boxes, we’d be 

very grateful. Boxes that are already wrapped before being sent in are also hugely appreciated! 

Please note, not all items need to be new, but they should be in good, clean condition. 

It costs around £4 per box to cover shipping and distribution. To help with these costs, we’ll be holding a Pyjama Day on 

Friday 7th November 2025. Children are invited to come to school wearing their pyjamas and to bring a £1 cash 

donation, which will go directly to the charity. 

From Wednesday 12th  November, pupils will spend time in class helping to assemble the shoeboxes. We’re aiming for each 

class to create at least 10 boxes—and hopefully even more! 

This activity offers a wonderful opportunity for the children to work together and experience the true spirit of 

generosity and kindness. 

Thank you, as always, for your kindness, generosity, and continued support. Together, we can bring warmth, care, and 

happiness to others this Christmas. 

With warm regards, 

Miss Collins  

https://houseofopportunity.org/
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To minimise duplication of the same type of contribution, please see the table below:  

Class Suggested Items 

Holly Class Sweets, Soap, Facecloths, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes  

Oak Class Small Toys, Jigsaws, Hats and Gloves  

Chestnut Class Bouncy/Tennis Balls, Scarves, Colouring Books/Pens 

Maple Class Colouring/Sticker Books, Pens, Pencils, Pencil Cases 

Cherry Class Combs and Hairbrushes, Hair Accessories, Sweets 

Willow Class Small ‘Loom’ Kits, Pens, Pencils, Hair Accessories  

Sycamore Class  Colouring/Sticker Books, Small Toys, Hats, Scarves, Gloves  

 

 

 

 


