Happy New Year and welcome back to the new term. Last term was, as always, a busy time with
preparations for Christmas, Mock exams for Year 11 and a number of trips and experiences.
We had parents’ evening for Year 7, 8 and 9 last term and I would like to thank parents and carers for their
feedback. The results of the parental survey are very positive and are helping us to improve further. After
all of the parents’ evenings have taken place I will report the results of the survey in the newsletter.
As we continue to raise standards in lessons, please could I ask parents to ensure that students have the
correct equipment, including a calculator, for all lessons so that learning is not interrupted.
I would like to congratulate the 40 students who have completed their personal success charts achieving
100% attendance, 100% punctuality, 100% good behaviour, over 10 commendations and also participated
regularly in clubs and activities. We are very proud of them all; they have received their Amazon vouchers.
We had a new timetable in January to accommodate the number of new students starting with us, the
students and staff have moved across to the new timetable seamlessly. Their new timetables can be
viewed on the parent portal, along with homework set so that parents can help support students with
organising their workload. We will also continue to log homework in the school diary.
In December we had confirmation that the joint Army Cadet Force with Millfield has been approved and we
hope to be up and running soon.
We will be launching a brand new website shortly that will ensure all our information is up to date and will
be a great source of information for parents and students.
The trustees have agreed two additional INSET days for the school around the Glastonbury Festival on
Friday 28th June and Monday 1st July.
I look forward to seeing students continue to excel and enjoy their school this term.

Keith Howard
Headteacher

During the month of November Year 7 and Year 8 worked
collaboratively to produce the decorations for the Christmas Tree
Festival at St John’s Church in the High Street.
This year our theme was "love, peace and friendship"

In a fantastic, festive feast, fifty Year 5 pupils from St
Benedict’s, Elmhurst, Meare and Baltonsborough joined
students from St Dunstan’s for a day of Christmas themed
creative arts workshops. In the morning, pupils undertook
the Great Christmas Challenge to create poems featuring
fiendishly creative similes and metaphors. In the art
workshop, they utilised their maths skills to create stylised
Christmas trees to adorn the front of handmade Christmas
cards. (There was quite a lot of glitter involved as well!)
Cards and poems were combined to make a beautiful gift to
take home. Year 9 were enthusiastic helpers who worked
hard to assist the younger children in drafting and redrafting
their poems and designing their cards.

In the afternoon, pupils worked with Year 10 GCSE Drama students to devise, rehearse and
perform short pieces based around Christmas Carols. It was wonderful to see the different age
groups collaborate and to watch the thoughtful, creative - and often very funny - performances.
Year 10’s leadership skills and Year 5’s confident performances in front of a large audience were
very impressive. Well done to all!
Special thanks to Mrs Lewis, Mrs Pulford and Mrs Gerrard for all their hard work in making the day
such a success.

Year 11 students have had their first taste of college life this term, all Year 11 attended Strode
College and a selection of students visited Bridgwater College too. Students were able to
experience the college campus, sample lessons in their chosen subjects and the freedom of no
school uniform!
Eavis student Sam Neath said
the "Strode College Taster Day
was very insightful as well as
enjoyable, allowing me to widen
my knowledge of different
subjects that I can take for ALevel. Now I'm really looking
forward to applying."
College and Sixth Form
applications are now open and
we are encouraging students to
apply as soon as they feel ready
so that they can fully focus on their exam preparations in the new year.

Redgrave student Jarred confirmed his choice of an apprenticeship with
Bridgwater College following the taster day and has sent in his application,
"It was really easy in the end; now I'm happy that I can go to my interview
and get everything sorted for next year."
Help and guidance is available in school for students and parents/carers
from our independent careers adviser Mrs McKinley. Most students have
had their 1:1 appointments and the remaining slots are booked in the
coming weeks. If you would like more information or useful sites please
check the Careers Page on the school website.
Please note: From January Careers Leader Mrs Kendall will be on maternity leave so any queries
can be sent to Mr Jones in her absence.

Forty Year 10s enjoyed an exciting day in London
during the CE day. The day started with a trip on
the London Eye to spot the many famous
landmarks. The students then made their way
through chanting Brexit protestors and supporters
towards the Houses of Parliament. This really
showed us the passionate (and loud!) side of
politics.
It was an extremely busy week at the Houses of
Parliament. We were lucky enough to view one of
the Brexit debates from the gallery and saw the
likes of Jeremy Hunt and Michael Gove in action.
Students then moved on to the viewing gallery in
the House of Lords. Here they were discussing a
range of topics from pollution in urban areas to religious discrimination. The House was full and we
managed to spot Lord Neil Kinnock and Lord Robert Winston.
Following this we had a workshop on how the
electoral voting system works in The UK. Students
were given the opportunity to draw up their own
manifestos.

James Heappy came to visit us at the end of
the day and was questioned by the students
about his views on topics such as Brexit, local
traffic congestion and streaming laws.

On Friday 19th October St Dunstan’s Year 9 students combined with Crispin school and took part
in a peer mentoring morning which took place at the Town Hall in Glastonbury.
Various local primary schools took part in different activities led by the students. Some of the
activities included self-image, memory and guessing tasks.
Both secondary schools excelled in keeping the children entertained and on task at all times.
It was a pleasure to see Year 9’s showing their skills and improvising when they needed to adapt
their plans.
St Dunstan’s decided they wanted to shine and even took over the microphone, giving out
instructions to over 100 children. It was a positive experience for both St Dunstan’s and Crispin as
well as the younger students involved. Well done to all.

As part of Anti-bullying Week in November Peer Mentors participated in a training session about
Stop, Speak, Support. The aim is to empower young people in their interactions online and end
cyber-bullying. Excellent feedback and ideas from the students who are a great support group for
our younger Years. Years 7 and 8 can look out for the peer mentors pictured and others around
school if they want any advice or support.

On 3rd December 2018 some of our students performed a play called ‘Ernie’s Incredible
Illucinations’ in the theatre at Millfield School.
As a collaborative venture, with Elmhust Primary School and Sixth Formers from Millfield, our
students spent three months rehearsing for the final performance. As with last year their hard work
produced remarkable results.
All the performers were outstanding and St Dunstan’s students should be really proud of all they
achieved. However it was the youngest Elmhurst students, dancing in the fake snow at the end of
the performance, who definitely stole the show!
Well done everyone involved. We are so proud of you.

In the winds and rains of mid-November, a small committee of Year 9 students joined Mrs Gregory
in the planting of our very own forest. The saplings, which are a mixture of rowan, silver birch and
wild cherry, were donated to the school by the Woodland Trust and we are hoping that it will
provide an enclosure for some outdoor learning or theatre in the round!
The saplings have been planted and given protective coverings to stop rabbits nibbling on them
before they are grown, and hopefully, they will provide habitat and roosting spots for wild birds and
insects. For now, it is known as The Secret Forest...

In December, staff and students joined together to gather donations for two very worthy charities
in the local area. Instead of sending Christmas cards, many chose to donate to the Glastonbury
Food Bank or Happy Landings Animal Shelter.
We were told that in the week leading up to the end of term, the food bank charity had received a
record number of requests from local families who were finding it hard to make ends meet and
supply food. In addition, we were aware of the calm before the storm with animal shelters and the
need which would most certainly increase after the festive period and Happy Landings were so
grateful to receive boxes of dog and cat food.
The generosity of our students was so heart-warming and a welcome reminder that at a time like
Christmas, our children are thoughtful and caring about others who may not have had such an
easy time.

The "I Am Not Lost" campaign involves getting scarves,
hats and gloves to people who are homeless.
Donated items are all labelled "I am not lost", with a
message to bring the public's attention to
homelessness.
They'll be tied to railings for hopefully the homeless or
needy to collect & for people to pass on the message.
The hats, scarves and gloves will be put around the
town for those in need. This will be done by youth club
and youth council members.
If you have any unwanted scarves, hats or gloves that
you would be willing to donate, please could you bring
them in to school so we can arrange collection.

As a school community, it is important that we have an identity and take pride in being part of that
community. School uniform is an important part of creating a sense of community, identity and
high expectations. Thank you for supporting us in setting and maintaining those high expectations
around uniform. It is noticeable that the vast majority of students are in the correct uniform and
taking pride in their appearance.
However, could I just remind you of the following:
Jersey/stretchy skirts are not part of the school uniform; please ensure students are wearing skirts
of the correct style, fabric and length.
Trousers should be tailored black, ankle length trousers. Students should not be wearing black
jeans, leggings or tracksuit bottoms.
Smart black shoes should be worn, not sports shoes, trainers or boots.

For reasons of health and safety and to protect against loss of valuable property:


No rings or jewellery should be worn except a watch




Students with pierced ears may wear one simple plain stud
No facial jewellery is accepted, including tongue studs



Inappropriate jewellery will be confiscated, followed by a detention where it will be returned

General Appearance



Extremes of fashion in clothing, hairstyles, colours are not acceptable
Nail varnish should not be worn

Students in the wrong uniform will be loaned the correct item for the day. Refusal to wear the
correct item when it is offered will attract sanctions advance per the Trust policy. As I explain to
students, part of being at school is learning to function beyond school; employers will have rules
and expectations around dress code and uniform.

Please encourage your child to achieve 100% attendance this term and beyond. 90% attendance
is the equivalent of a week off school in a year. 90% attendance in the five years of secondary
school means that half a year of school has been missed by the end of Year 11.
Missing that much school has a significant impact on learning - vital skills and information are
missed - which, in turn means a likely reduction in achievement at GCSE; results can be the
difference in students having the opportunities they want rather than the job they’re stuck with!

Punctuality is as important as attendance. Failing to arrive on time means that vital notices at the
start of the day are not received, students are stressed before the day starts and key learning
points are missed.
Punctuality is seen by employers and colleges as an indicator of reliability, and is always the first
question in a reference. Students who arrive late will attend a lunchtime detention. Persistent
lateness will result in after school detentions and further action by the school.

Extra-Curricular Clubs 2018/19
Term 3

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunchtime
12:45 - 1:15

Languages club
Week A – KS3 Beginners
German
Week B – Ks4 (French
catch up)

Drama Club - all years
(JP- Drama Studio)

Futsal
(Sports Hall - Sport Leaders)

Futsal
(Sports Hall - Sport Leaders)

Art Club
(WL - Room L3)

Chess/board games club
– all years
(HT – Room 14)

Art Club
(WL - Room L3)

Art Club
(WL - Room L3)
Afterschool
3:15 - 4:15

Choir
(AH – Music Room)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Year 9,10 and 11 Netball
(TW- Sports Hall)

Fencing Club – all Years
(Sports hall - £2)

Year 7,8 and 9 Netball (TW Sports Hall)

Badminton Club – all Years
(TP-Sports Hall)

Year 11 GCSE PE revision
(TW/TP = Room 10)

Year 7 & 8 Football (TP –
Field)

Year 9,10 and 11 Boys
Football (TP – Field)

Art Club- by arrangement
(WL - Room L3)

Art Club- by arrangement
(WL - Room L3)

Year 11 Higher Science
Revision

Maths Revision
(TVA/RC – Room 1 &5)

Gardening Club
(L Block)

Millfield extra-curricular
opportunities
(Must sign up to take part)

