Happy New Year and welcome back to 2020. As you will see in this newsletter last term
was, as always, a busy time with year 11 mock exams, lots of trips and activities and
preparations for Christmas.
Last term we had parents evening for year 7 and 8. We usually ask parents to complete
our parents’ survey on these evenings but due to technical issues we were not able to.
We will be emailing parents in year 7 and 8 shortly with a link to complete the survey if
you would like to. Thank you to those year 9 parents who completed the survey at their
parents evening last week, we really value the feedback you give and will report back
later in the year.
Already this term we have had a couple of trips. Some members of our Eco Council attended an Eco conference at
The Blue School last week and a group of year 8's visited the nationally renowned Orchid Project at Writhlington
School.
As we continue to raise standards, please could I ask parents to ensure students have their correct equipment
including a calculator every day.
It was fantastic to give out rewards to so many students at the end of last term, especially to the 12 students who
completed all the sections of their personal success charts achieving 100% attendance, 100% punctuality, 100% good
behaviour, over 10 commendations and regularly participate in clubs and activities. We are very proud of all of them;
they have received their Amazon Vouchers. I hope to see many more students receiving their rewards at the end of
this term.
I am looking forward to seeing the hard work, success and determination of students in lessons and outside the
curriculum continue in 2020.

Students showed their kindness at St Dunstan's by donating to a foodbank for local charity
'Bridging the Gap'. To kick off 'Kindness Month' in association with Action for Happiness, students
began donating to the food bank in the run up to Christmas in the hope that it would help those
suffering financially during the festive period.
Items most needed were tinned vegetables, fruit and meat products such as corned beef.
In December, the students participated in a non-school uniform day, donating an item to the
charity instead of paying the usual £1.
The representative from the charity was so
overwhelmed with the donations and had to make
2 trips in her car to pick up the items as there was
so much. Well done St Dunstan's students and
parents for your generosity!

On Thursday 31st October St Dunstan’s School was represented by Lily Gilling and her pony
Magic at the British Show Jumping for Schools Competition. Amongst strong competition from
across the country, Lily was awarded 2nd and 3rd individual placings in her events. Congratulations
to Lily and Magic!

St Dunstan’s
travelled over
to Millfield for
the KS3
Mendip
Badminton
Tournament
2019. After a
fantastic
tournament we
came away
with a
wonderful
second place! Our students’ performance was particularly impressive as they only play badminton
during curriculum time and don’t yet attend after school club. This is soon to change with our
Badminton club on a Monday afternoon!
Excitingly, we have now linked up with Millfield and will be meeting for Badminton friendlies
monthly from January, I hope this is the start of many great experiences!
Well done to those who took part, great effort!

The Year 9 Bronze DofE students showed
off their cooking skills this term. During
this practice cooking session students
practiced their cooking skills ready for their
expeditions when they will need to prepare
and cook a 2 course evening meal and a
hot breakfast for themselves; as well as
carrying all their food and cooking
equipment. Making a meal together is one
of the best team-building activities and
forms a key part of the Expedition section
of the Duke of Edinburgh award.

St Dunstan's celebrated UK
Parliament Week in November.
Tutor groups had daily discussions
regarding key issues including,
'should voting be mandatory?' and
'should supermarkets only sell fruit
and veg in biodegradable packets?’
The School Council met to continue
work on their environmental project
and have been wearing badges to
identify themselves to fellow
students. The first bottles and paper have been recycled thanks to Miss Mitchell's help and
preparation for the January multi school conference is well underway. If you want to get involved
come along to School Council meetings on a Thursday during pm registration.

St Dunstan’s Community PTA’s launch event was a
roaring success - a massive thank you to all who
provided such amazing cakes, cookies and biscuits;
an impressive £51.40 was raised which will be
ploughed back into future events.
Watch this space for details of upcoming events
including a quiz night in February and a May Ball; what
a wonderful way to build and support our fantastic
school community.
Contact stdunstanscommunitypta@gmail.com to get
involved

St Dunstan’s year 8 boys travelled to Strode College to represent Mendip in the South West Futsal
tournament 2019.
St Dunstan’s came 4th out of 5 schools who were all representing their area. This is a huge
achievement for a small school like ours! The winning team will play at regionals in Devon.
The boys played brilliantly and rose to
the challenge. Man of the match was
Marcus. (Four staff members
approached me to say what a talented
goal keeper he was!)
Well done boys!

An opportunity to gain extra knowledge, skills and contacts. To help you consider your future
prospects and possibly decide what you want to do. A chance to put theory into practice. To
experience something new, interesting and exciting.
The benefits of work experience are numerous, which is why we are so proud to continue to offer
this opportunity each year at Key Stage 4. During the week of July 13th year 10 will visit a work
placement and get a taste of a chosen career.
All students have been introduced to the database which they can use to
help search for a placement, (the link is accessible via the school website
careers tab).
Companies or organisations not listed could still be a possibility, so do your
own research too. Questions regarding suitability of placements or anything
else can be directed to Mrs Davies our work experience coordinator.
Remember, Year 10, aim high!

St Dunstan's pupils were a credit to the school once again during their
visit to Strode College on December 5th.
Students 'tasted' a variety of subjects from Engineering to History and
Barbering to Sociology. There was a lot of interest in the new
Criminology course on offer and students had the chance to ask
questions about the new T-Level qualifications beginning in September.
College taster days, and open evenings, are a valuable opportunity for students to contemplate
their next steps and ensure they are properly informed about the options available to them.
Further open evenings are being held at Bridgwater, Strode and Yeovil Colleges, please check
their websites for details.
College applications should be completed by the end of January, as most interviews are held in
February half term if not before. Application support sessions will be running at specific lunch
times throughout January; if students want any support completing their application there will be
someone on hand.
Any students who still have questions regarding post-16 can request another appointment with
Mrs McKinley our Careers Advisor, check the careers tab of the school website for links to helpful
websites, or see Mrs Kendall (Head of KS4) for more assistance.

A selection of year 10 students were chosen to take part in a STEM workshop at RNAS Yeovilton.
The students worked together in two groups and represented St Dunstan's against 8 other schools
from the South West.
Each group had to solve a
problem which was to
design and make a
retractable device to allow
the wheels to come out of
an aircraft, to ensure it
could land and take off
safely from an aircraft
carrier.

The teams worked well together to discuss
solutions, design the product and then make a
prototype. The final stage was for each group
to present their design to the other schools and
professionals from the STEM industry.
Our teams worked incredibly well and were an
asset to St Dunstan's. I look forward to more
STEM opportunities in the future

At St Dunstan's each house has decided on a charity they would like to raise money for throughout
the year. This year Redgrave have chosen to raise money for the RSPCA.
Redgrave TW started the fundraising in the last week of term in 2019 with a candy cane sale and
a Christmas lunchtime movie. Members of St Dunstan's were able to buy a candy cane for
someone, write a Christmas note and post the candy canes in a box. During afternoon registration
Redgrave TW's tutees delivered the candy to the people who were lucky enough to have one
bought for them.
On top of this, Redgrave TW organised (alongside Year 11 prom organisers) a lunchtime movie in
the Sports Hall on Thursday 19th December, where students paid 50p to watch 'The Grinch'. Due
to this being so successful and a very enjoyable afternoon we decided to show the rest of the film
the next day for free!
As a result of all this hard work, Redgrave TW managed to raise an amazing £52.40 for their
charity. Fantastic effort, well done!

During PE lessons on the run up to Christmas each year group battled in out for their house to win
the Interhouse Handball tournament. The atmosphere was incredible for all the matches played
and the effort levels were extremely high. It is wonderful to see students coming together to
represent and support their house.
Winning house for each year group:
Year 7 (Group 1) = Austen
Year 7 (Group 2) = Piper
Year 8 (Group 1) = Eavis
Year 8 (Group 2) = Redgrave
Year 9 = Redgrave
Year 10 = Eavis
Year 11 = Austen
As you can see 3 houses have come joint 1st. Therefore it went down to the most goals scored
throughout the entire tournament...
The winning house with a total of 86 goals scored, went to... EAVIS HOUSE!!
Congratulations to them and everyone who took part. A lovely way to end the year.

St Dunstan’s was thrilled to celebrate the following word-millionaires in our end of term assembly:
Gunton, Ashley

3,143,168

Morley, James

1,351,404

Boland-White, Asha

3,038,484

Silver, Ivy

1,141,166

Satterthwaite, Simon

2,036,215

Nagle, Naomi

1,131,959

Reeve, Henry

1,903,432

Holt, Banjo

1,126,817

Le Venoir, Pearl

1,623,188

Huddy, Raphael

1,017,523

Silver, Shiva

1,509,722

Mirfin, Emma

1,010,022

Cox, Finley

1,404,605

Ackerman, Chloe

1,002,427

Smith, Felicity

1,393,416
As you can see, 7L2 have won the
class competition by reading a total of
9 945 753 words in the first term.
Huge congratulations!
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Remember to look at our school web page on https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/10528 and use our
password: Stdunstans201920.

The following books have been added to suggested reading lists:

She Speaks
Author: Yvette Cooper Format: Hardback Release Date: 14/11/2019
A powerful celebration of brilliant speeches by women throughout the ages, from Boudica to Greta
Thunberg.
Looking at lists of the greatest speeches of all time, you might think that powerful oratory is the preserve
of men. But the truth is very different - countless brave and bold women have used their voices to inspire
change, transform lives and radically alter history.
In this timely and personal selection of exceptional speeches, Yvette Cooper MP
tells the rousing story of female oratory. From Boudica to Greta Thunberg and
Margaret Thatcher to Malala, Yvette introduces each speech and demonstrates
how powerful and persuasive oratory can be decidedly female. Written by one
of our leading public voices, this is an inspirational call for women to be heard
across the globe.

Jane Eyre
Brontë revisited: Tanya Landman breathes new life
into a classic
A Julia Eccleshare Pick of the Month January 2020 | January 2020 Book of the
Month | Interest Age Teen Reading
Award-winning author Tanya Landman captures the high drama and deep romance
of Charlotte Bronte’s classic novel Jane Eyre is this fresh retelling. While in the
setting of the story and the overarching plot and twists that propel it she is faithful
to the time and place of the original and to the feel of both, she has given Jane a
boldness and independence that is both entirely in keeping with the original and
refreshingly modern.
Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 13+.

Extra- Curricular Timetable 2020
Monday
Sport

After School:
 Football Yr 7,8,9.
Field, TP


Year 11
Revision

Lunchtime:
 Geography (All) JM,
Rm L1.
After School:
 GCSE Food
Preparation and
Nutrition (All) HP, Rm
14.


Other

Badminton. Sports
Hall, TN

Maths
Higher - Rm1, RC
Foundation - Rm5,
TVA

Lunchtime:
 Choir Club. AH - Rm
18.


Year 7 and 8 Chess
Club. RC - Rm 1.

After School:
 Homework Club. MP Library.

Tuesday
Lunchtime:
 Futsal. Sports Hall,
TW.
After School:
 Netball Yr 8, 9, 10 and
11. Sports Hall, JD.

Lunchtime:
 GCSE Food
Preparation and
Nutrition (Higher) HP,
Rm 14.



Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunchtime:
 Basketball. Sports Hall, TP.

After School:
 Netball Yr 7, 8.
Sports Hall,
TW.

After School:
 Netball. Millfield,
BH
 Athletics. Millfield,
BH
 Cricket. Millfield,
BH
(Students must sign up
with Miss Whittaker)

After School:
 Handball Yr 9,10,11. Sports
Hall, TP.

Lunchtime:
 French (All) SE, Rm 12.
 Drama Club
After School:
 History (All) RM, Rm L2.

GCSE Sport. TP, Rm
10.



Drama (Theory exam and
coursework) JP.

Drama (Theory) JP,
Drama Studio.



Science (All) Rm S4.

Lunchtime:
 Ukulele Club. AH - Rm
18.
After School:
 Homework Club. MP Library.

After School:
 DofE Bronze Club - see
display for dates. HP/JM Rm 2. (Already signed up.)


Homework Club. MP Library.

After School:
 English (All)
LB, Rm E1
 English (All)
KAG S1

PM Reg:
 School council
- SE and CK.
After School:
 Homework
Club. MP Library.

After School:
 CCF Combined
Cadet Force. TP Millfield.
(Sign up with Mr Pavli.)


Millfield Super
Fridays. BH Millfield.
(Sign up with Miss
Whittaker.)


Homework Club.
MP - Library.

