Now that we have reached the end of the academic year, it gives me
great pleasure to write to you about the many great achievements
and experiences our students have been involved in this term.
You should have received a letter from Mrs Bevan in the last week
that explains the expectations for uniform, jewellery, equipment and
attendance. We really want to start the year as we mean to go on, so
please do ensure that your child starts with the correct uniform and
equipment in September.
Inevitably at this time of year it is time to say goodbye to some
teachers, this year we are saying goodbye to Mrs Purves who is
retiring, Mrs Milne whose maternity cover post for Mrs Easterbrook is
coming to an end, Mr Rowland who will be moving to another school
in the partnership and Dr Greenway whose family is moving away. In September we will be
welcoming Mr Harris and Mrs Pickman who will be joining us in Science and Mrs Ramel-Blake
who will be teaching French. Mrs Easterbrook will be returning as Head of Key Stage 3, with Miss
Whittaker moving to take on Head of Faculty for performance (PE, Dance, Music and Drama). Mrs
Lewis will be taking up a new role as Assistant SENCO working with Mrs Rowlinson-Baker to
support students with special education needs and disabilities. In addition to those staff changes,
Miss Tourle has recently married and is now Mrs Potter, and Mrs Bevan has been appointed
Deputy Headteacher.
This time last year we had our Ofsted visit that recognised the strengths of the school and graded
us ‘Good’ in all categories. In the last year we have continued to build on this success, with further
improvements in every key area of the school from attendance and behaviour to wellbeing and
exam results. Our student numbers continue to grow with over 40 students joining us during the
year and our biggest year group in September will be our new year 7’s. I am delighted with the
progress the school is making, but even more impressed at how hard students and staff work to
make St Dunstan’s a special place to learn and grow in to young adults, it makes me very proud!
I wish you all a well-deserved summer holiday and look forward to seeing you on 4th September
ready and prepared for the challenges of the new academic year.
Keith Howard
Headteacher
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Finalised Term and Holiday Dates Academic year 2019/2020
Term 1
Monday 2nd September 2019
Friday 25th October 2019

Term 4
Monday 24th February 2020
Friday 3rd April 2020

Term 2
Monday 4th November 2019
Friday 20th December 2019

Term 5
Monday 20th April 2020
Friday 22nd May 2020

Term 3
Monday 6th January 2020
Friday 14th February 2020

Term 6
Monday 1st June 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

INSET DAYS 2019-2020:
Monday 2nd September 2019
Tuesday 3rd September 2019
Monday 6th January 2020
Tuesday 7th January 2020
Friday 26th June 2020
St Dunstan’s School only
Monday 29th June 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

National Bank Holidays:
Wednesday 25th December 2019
Thursday 26th December 2019
Wednesday 1st January 2020
Friday 10th April 2020
Monday 13th April 2020
Friday 8th May 2020
Monday 25th May 2020
Monday 31st August 2020

Three students from year 10 were selected
from a number of applicants across the South
West to take part in the EDF Step into
Engineering Day at EDF Cannington in June.
These students applied for this excellent
opportunity to find out more about following a
profession within the engineering industry.
The day gave students the chance to work
with other like-minded students and
professionals who are already working within
the industry. One of the students was head
hunted based on her enthusiasm and skill
following a residential at EDF Cannington she
attended in 2018.

An intrepid group of Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award participants travelled to the
Quantocks, where they successfully completed their practice expedition.
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is a national youth
charity that operates throughout the UK and was
founded by HRH Duke of Edinburgh in 1956. The
programme is open to young people between the
ages of 14 – 24 and provides an opportunity for
participants to experience new activities or
develop existing skills.
The expedition routes ran through the Quantocks
countryside with the teams walking between 35
and 40 km over the two days. The students
excelled in all aspects, we are proud of them all.

St Dunstan's pupils teamed up with pupils from Millfield for our joint Combined Cadet Force night
away on Monday 24th June. Pupils from Year 7 and Year 8 had only 15 minutes to pack up their
burgens and webbing which had to include rations, sleeping equipment and cookers. Having been
dropped off at the Yoxter Training Camp, a British Army training camp situated on the Mendip
Hills in Somerset, pupils quickly
realised just what the next 24
hours ahead might hold.
Pupils showed maturity way
above their age, mixing in their
sections with Millfield pupils as
old as 17, everyone got stuck into
all the activities which included,
camouflage, patrolling, shelter
building and paint balling! Well
done to all the pupils who took
advantage of such a great
opportunity!

As part of our Primary Science Outreach Programme St Benedict's
Junior School joined us for a morning of learning about
electricity. They carried out a number of different investigations and
learnt how changing the number of cells and bulbs affected the amount
of light given out. They also learnt how to use electrical symbols to
draw circuit diagrams. A great time was had by all and it was a great
opportunity for us to use our brand new laboratories, not just with our
students, but with the wider community.

On Wednesday 3rd July, St Dunstan’s
welcomed Year 6 students for their transition
day as preparation for starting Year 7 in
September. What a wonderful day they had!
The day started with getting to know each
other and discovering which house and tutor
group each student would be in. An exciting
treasure hunt around the school followed
which left everyone feeling much more
confident about finding their way around the
school in September. The day continued with
taster lessons in English, maths and science
before lunch – the students worked very hard
and had a great time meeting the challenges
set by teachers. After lunch, students
participated in Art, Food and French lessons.
Again, they were set tough challenges by
teachers but rose to the occasion. Parents
joined us in the evening to meet the tutors and
hear more about the school. Overall, the day
was a great success and students created a
wonderful memory of the day in the beautiful
picture which they all worked on in art.

On Thursday 4th July, St Dunstan’s Year 11 class of 2019 were all together for the final time for
their leavers’ day and prom. We all gathered for a very entertaining assembly where we looked
back fondly on the five years they had spent with us. There was an underlying poignancy to the
event as we remembered Amy who we lost last year; we were delighted that Amy’s parents were
able to join us and to see the beautiful memorial garden created in her honour. In the evening,
parents, friends and teachers gathered to see Year 11 arrive in style for their prom. And what
style they showed, gleaming tractors, roaring British bikes and sleek sports cars delivered our
wonderful students to their prom and turned every head in Wells Cathedral Square! After their
show stopping arrivals, students and staff moved to the Swan Hotel where we enjoyed a superb
meal and an evening of great fun as certificates were issued and memories shared. Again, our
lovely Amy was remembered as students had elected to theme the decorations in her favourite
colours. A montage of pictures of Amy was on display and Amy’s dad brought her two best friends
to prom in his sports car. Finally, students danced the night away – we were all amazed to see
Elijah and Ellis’ choreographed routine to ‘Staying Alive’ by the Bee Gees; St Dunstan’s certainly
‘got talent’! The hotel staff were very complimentary about the students’ behaviour and how
charming they were. Year 11 – you did us proud right to the end and we salute you! We wish
each and every one of you a bright and shining future; we have loved teaching you.

On Tuesday 9th July, St Dunstan’s welcomed over 100
year 5 students for our annual CSI Murder Mystery
Day. The day began with some fiendishly tricky maths
coding which really challenged year 5 to get their
brains in gear ready for the super sleuth day ahead.
All students rose to the challenge and were able to
crack and set coded messages. Having been given
the initial information about the mystery, they set off to
visit the crime scene and hear from the forensic
detectives. Following this, they interviewed the butler
about the events that had taken place at Bigwell
Manor. As the day progressed, our young detectives
heard from key suspects and had the opportunity to
ask some probing questions to help them determine
what might have happened. A visit to the forensics lab
followed where our blossoming Sherlocks were able to undertake finger print analysis for further
clues to the identity of the murderer. Students also heard from key witnesses including the Dr,
Cook, family solicitor and a zookeeper before offering their final solutions. Finally, in true Agatha
Christie style, all students were gathered together to hear from the Chief Inspector as to who was
the actual perpetrator of the crime.
Year 5 joined in with gusto for the whole day; year 10 students acted the parts magnificently even
while being kept on their toes by having to adlib responses to some challenging questions. St
Dunstan’s students who accompanied the groups for the day were, as ever, kind and considerate
to their young charges. All in all a splendid day.

Year 7 students recently embarked on a three day tour of Normandy. They were able to see a
range of historical sites and practice their French at the same time! Highlights included a visit to
Mont St Michel which provided magnificent views plus the chance to see some seals in the water
below the battlements. Most memorable was the annual excursion to a goat farm where pupils
quite literally got a ‘hands-on’ experience as they were able to pet, feed and milk the amiable
goats.
In Bayeux, we were able to see the famous tapestry and understand the events of 1066 through
Norman eyes. Continuing the historical theme, on the 75th anniversary of D-Day, we also visited
the Musée in Caen (a spectacular and thought provoking museum dedicated to World War Two).
In another act of remembrance, the coach also took us to visit the grave of a 21 year old soldier
from Glastonbury who died just after the invasion. At the cemetery pupils were able to pay their
respects in a quiet moment of contemplation. Visits were also made to Arromanches and
Pegasus Bridge. There was certainly a lot to fit in during our time there! I would like to thank the
staff (Mrs Sheppard, Mrs Milne and Mr Pavli) for their hard work, organisation and care during and
before the visit.
Mr Maple

On 2nd July St Dunstan’s hosted the year 7 rounders tournament on a sunny afternoon. In total 6
schools entered, with St Dunstan’s winning every game. This meant that the team represented
Mendip in the County Tournament, coming 6th overall in Somerset. We are very proud of them and
well done Frankie for being a fantastic captain
this season! Please see below for the scores.
St Dunstan’s 5 - 2 Crispin
Woman of the match Chloe.A
St Dunstan’s 6.5 - 2 Hugh Sexeys
Woman of the match = Frankie.D
St Dunstan’s 5 - 2 Selwood
Woman of the match = Layla.S
St Dunstan’s 5.5 - 4 Wells Blue
Woman of the match = Layla.S
St Dunstans 2.5 - 1.5 Oakfield
Woman of the match =Eliza.M

As always, sports day was a long awaited event of the year. Students were a poised ready to
battle it out for their house. The question was would Redgrave win it again or would a new house
take the shield?
Participation was at an all-time high and students performed to an exceptional standard. Amongst
the excellent results, our new head boy, Toby H beat the school record for Shot Put which had
been standing for over 20 years. Despite the heat, Redgrave retained the Sports Day shield.
Congratulations to everyone who took part and those who supported their house.
Results:
1st - Redgrave 447 points
2nd - Austen 311 points
3rd - Piper 292 points
4th - Eavis 270 points

On 18th June St Dunstan's took 5 teams over to Yeovil to take part in the Mendip Athletics
competition. Although the weather wasn't brilliant, this didn't stop our students performing brilliantly
and enjoying the day.
We achieved some fabulous results.
Benedict S-A (Yr8) not only came first in the 800 metres, he has broken the school record
(previously held by Joel G) with a fantastic time of 2 minutes 25 seconds. On top of this, he
missed his year 8 300 metre race so joined in with the year 9s and came second!! Alice B (Yr9)
showed off her strength with an excellent score of 6.66 metres in Shot Putt, coming 2nd overall.
Ned (Yr7) widened a lot of eyes with his rapid speeds; coming first in both the 100 and 200 metre
race. Jack R (Yr8) leapt to third place in long jump with a score of 4 metres 11. Finally, a victory
jump for Marcus (Yr7) of 1 metre 25 in high jump, achieving a marvellous silver. These are just a
few of our successes!
The overall results:
Year 9 Boys came 2nd!
Year 9 Girls came 2nd!
Year 7 Boys came 2nd! (ONLY 4 POINTS from FIRST PLACE!!)
Year 7 Girls came 4th!
Year 8 Boys came 2nd!
These are some pretty amazing results. Everyone was brilliant and did a phenomenal job at
representing St Dunstan's. Well done to all involved.

KS3 students travelled to Buddens Scout Camp, Wareham for 5 days of fun, physical and
challenging activities (15th-19th July).
Camp was amazing. The bell tents were lovely and spacious. The catering team were incredible,
cooking delicious homemade dinners and scrumptious desserts! The scout leaders were energetic

and educational. And finally, Miss Whittaker, Mr Norris and Mr Armstrong were the staff dream
team!
On top of the onsite camp activities (Archery, climbing, bell boats, canoeing, zip wire, team
building games, orienteering, tomahawk throwing, crate stacking and raft building) we took a trip to
see the rescued monkeys at Monkey World and had a very exhilarating experience at Splashdown
in Poole. Additionally, we played many games of football, explored the 95 acre camp site, took
part in a competitive quiz and ended the week with a cup of hot chocolate and cream before bed
prior to heading home on Friday.
Students were fantastic and as always a credit to the school. All the students soldiered on
regardless of struggling with sleep deprivation due to high levels of excitement and what felt like
arctic temperatures at night. Well done everyone, same again in 2020!!
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