Dear Parents and Carers,
This is my last newsletter as Headteacher at St Dunstan’s School as I am moving to become Headteacher at
Writhlington School from the start of term 6. Looking forward, I know that the school is in very safe hands,
and I very much look forward to seeing the next stage in the evolution of the school. I am sure you will join
me in wishing Lynda Bevan every success for the future.
It is with great pride that I look back over the last five years at St Dunstan’s School. The journey the school
has taken in that time has been remarkable. Since 2016 the school has risen to one of the top performing
schools in Somerset, been judged ‘Good’ by Ofsted and is well regarded in the local community. I am very
proud of the high standards and expectations we have and the community feel that makes St Dunstan’s a
lovely place to be. St Dunstan’s has been an exceptional school to lead, never better exemplified than by the
response of all members of the school community to the coronavirus pandemic. As I have shared with you
on numerous occasions over the past few months our students, staff and parents have come together
through this time like never before in support of the school community despite the day to day challenges of
lockdowns and school closures.
I would like to say a personal thank you to all of my colleagues who have worked hard to bring about the
changes and improvements over the last few years. The flexibility and passion of the staff has really shone
through in our efforts to ensure that all pupils get the best possible education, whilst maintaining covid
restrictions to keep everybody safe.
I would also like to pass on my thanks to the parents who have supported the school and its community, I
hope that the school can soon get back to welcoming parents into school for parents’ evening events and
that the PTA will be able to restart their excellent activities. I am delighted to say that in term 6 we will start
to offer our wide range of extra curricular activities again and will rekindle the links with Millfield School to
give every student access to all the enrichment activities we have missed so much since the start of the
pandemic.
And finally, a note of thanks to our students, the lifeblood of the school. Your energy, drive and enthusiasm
for learning and for life are infectious. You make every day a joy (despite occasionally being ‘typical
teenagers’!); thank you for helping to make this school the very special place it is.
I will still be working within the trust and so I look forward to hearing about St Dunstan’s continued success
and wish you all the very best for the future.

It is brilliant to have the school busy with children and learning, and the Governors are so proud of the way
in which the staff and pupils at St Dunstan’s have responded to the enormous challenges of the past 15
months. We’d also like to say thank you to all the parents, carers and family support networks that have
helped our school through this last year.
It is a time of change at St Dunstan’s as we say good bye to Keith Howard and congratulate and welcome
Lynda Bevan as the new Head Teacher. Keith has successfully led the school for the past five years, overseen
the transition into the MSN Trust, driven up the standards, stabilised the finances and secured an Ofsted
judgement of Good. He will be missed and we wish him every success as he takes on a new Headship
position at Writhlington School.
The Governors are delighted that Lynda Bevan will be taking over the leadership of the school, and we are
confident she will provide a continuity of excellence, as well as leading the school on its continued journey
towards outstanding.
On behalf of the Governors, I would also like to say a huge thank you to all the staff who are working
tirelessly to implement the new Teacher Assessed Grades processes for the awarding of GCSEs this summer.
Yet another change and consequence of the impact of Covid. We have every confidence that Year 11 will
achieve great things and successfully progress to their next steps.
Katy Quinn – Chair of Governors

For Year 11, this term has been jam packed with assessments as part of the grading process. We have been
very proud of how the vast majority of Year 11 students have responded to this challenge and we thank
them for their resilience and good humour. The whole process has been conducted magnificently.
Mr Howard and Mrs Bevan would also like to thank the staff for managing the process so well, keeping
stress levels as low as possible for students and for their marathon efforts in marking and moderating work
in such a short space of time – all done whilst still delivering lessons and marking books for the rest of the
school. As ever, our teachers have risen to the occasion and all our support staff have rallied to ensure that
teachers and students are fully supported in this ‘big ask’. We hope everyone has a well earned rest over
the half term week.
On Thursday, we will have said our goodbyes in a leavers’ asembly followed by a barbecue with Year 11
leaving at 12.40. We wholeheartedly wish them every success and happiness for the future.
Go into the world and spread kindness Year 11; we are proud of you!

The Year 11 Summer Programme registration page is now LIVE and can be accessed
at SomersetWorks Summer Holiday Activity Programme (vfairs.com) Year 11 will have been given the
opportunity to register for this in school.
Somerset EBP have put together a video to explain the Year 11 Summer Programme to students. You can
view it here: https://youtu.be/APazuBhYZ5E

On Sunday 2nd May, five members of staff from St Dunstan’s School ran the Glastonbury 10k. They were
running for a very special, cause - Asthma UK - and for a very special reason - in memory of one of St
Dunstan’s students, Amy Thomas, who had died from an asthma attack during the October half term holiday
in 2017. She was fourteen years old and her loss ripped a hole in the heart of the school community.
Amy is always in the thoughts of the staff at St Dunstan’s and the memorial garden dedicated to her keeps
her memory alive for everyone at the school. St Dunstan’s has held several fund raising events for Asthma
UK over the last four years. The staff involved - teachers Karen Gregory, Jane Manning, Hannah Potter and
Support staff Sheri Gerrard and Tracy Mitchell - started to run during lockdown as part of their daily
exercise. Over the months that followed, they teamed up to support each other and completed regular
(socially distanced) runs which were great for their mental health and well-being as well as allowing the, to
push themselves to run that little bit further each time. When the opportunity to run the Glastonbury 10k
came up, they decided to challenge themselves and, in typical St Dunstan’s style, their first thoughts were
‘who could benefit from us doing this?’ They agreed that they would run for Asthma UK and, with the
blessings of Amy’s parents, they would run in Amy’s name.
And so, the training really began in earnest - a Just Giving page was set up and the word went out. The team
upped their training regime and began to get closer and closer to achieving 10k on a regular basis. Two
members of staff were invited on to BBC Somerset to discuss their sponsorship and memories of Amy and
the total on the Just Giving page slowly started to rise.
The big day dawned fair with perfect conditions for running; although it was a no spectator event, there
were people out and about to cheer Team St Dunstan’s on as they ran in their Asthma UK t-shirts sporting
blue hearts given by Amy’s parents. All five members of the team completed the run in good time
supporting each other the whole time as is the way at St Dunstan’s.
It was hoped that the team would raise in the region of £500; thanks to the generosity of the community, a
whopping £2010 was raised for Asthma UK! A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has donated.

On May 7th, the whole of Year 9 took part in a day of public speaking workshops run by Talk the Talk.
The aims of the day were to help students develop confidence about speaking in public, understand how to
build an effective spoken presentation and work on how to support others with constructive feedback. The
day was a huge success and Year 9 delivered some great speeches. Talk the Talk nominated Mohammad,
Hazel, Harrison, Aiden, Nate, Olivia M, Abdal-Jalil, Russell, Ashley, Eliza, Dylan D and Marcus as their Oracy
Champions of the day. Well done to everyone involved.

We are very excited to announce that we are working with TLE Coaching to run a holiday club for
Year 7 in the first instance. Many of you will be familiar with TLE as they run clubs for many of our
local primary schools. The club will run in the May half term from Tuesday 1st June to Friday 4th
June inclusive. The cost is £10 for the day and the club will run from 9 – 3; lunch can be provided if
required. More details will be sent home at the start of next term but, if you would like to take a
look before then, the website address is www.tlesportscoaching.co.uk
We will be working with TLE to provide sessions for Years 7 and 8 throughout the summer holidays
– watch this space!

We have many ‘thank yous’ this term – a real indication of how supportive a community we are lucky
enough to serve:
Thank you for all the donations of uniform; it is much appreciated and we always welcome more. Boys’
blazers still in demand and any trainers/football boots in good condition would also be helpful; likewise for
black school shoes in good condition for both boys and girls in all sizes.
Thank you Morrison’s
Earlier in the Year Toby, Cowan and Chester from Year 8 wrote to local businesses asking them to support
our reading initiative and we would really like to thank Morrison Supermarket who have been very
generous in providing materials and seeds and equipment to get us started.

Thank you Buildbase
We would also like to thank Buildbase in Midsomer Norton who have donated materials which have allowed
Mr. Bevan to design and build an amazing plant feature which will go in the Learning support area.
Students and staff have been gaining valuable experience learning how to grow plants and nurture them. If
any parents have the skills to make us any other planters or can help in any way, we would be extremely
grateful. Please contact me wlewis@stdunstansschool.com
Here is Mr Green with the planter featuring the plants from Morrison’s:

A message from our SENDCO, Mrs Lewis:
Worry Monsters
About 2 months ago I put out a plea for people to knit worry toys and I have been overwhelmed by the
response. Mrs. Bevan was asked to go on BBC Radio Somerset to explain the idea behind them.
"Children and young people often find it hard to share worries and concerns to an adult directly. We can use
worry monsters in several different ways. The worry can be put into the monster's mouth and it can be
taken away and the young person can let that worry or anger go. It can also be used as a device for
informing adults indirectly and then therapeutic work can be done with these students."
We are always going to need more and local primary schools have also expressed an interest so, if you can
help, knitting patterns are available from the website https://www.knitfornowt.org. We do have some wool
in school if you need some. We have already started using them with students and have passed some
to Elmhurst School and St Benedict’s School.
Here are a few of the monsters with Year 7:

Lego Therapy: WANTED- do you have any Lego kits or similar we could use in school
Mrs Lewis recently attended an online course for Lego therapy and was impressed to learn about the ways
in which it can help students express their feelings. We would be extremely grateful for any ‘previously
loved’ loose Lego or kits/puzzles of up to 500 pieces. Thank you.

We are going to make a very large bug house!
We need:
 3 large pallets
 Old bamboo
 Plastic tubes such as guttering
 Small pieces of wood, logs etc
 Moss (and anything else that might be good for a bug house!)
Items are needed for the final week of term (week beginning 19th July). Donations can be left at reception

Memory Boxes for students who have suffered loss
https://survivingbereavement.com/memory-boxes/
I have recently approached the wonderful charity called Surviving Bereavement. They have supplied free of
charge, 2 memory boxes for students who have recently suffered a loss of a loved one. Below are some
images of what the boxes might contain. If you feel that you can donate to the charity or are interested in
what they do please look at their website. If you think your child can benefit from one of these boxes please
contact me with brief reasons that the support is needed: wlewis@stdunstansschool.com

Thank you to Tesco in Glastonbury for donating stationery to use with the memory boxes

ELSA and Solution Focused Strategies
We are delighted that Mrs Gray has now completed her initial ELSA training and Mrs Chinnock has
completed her initial Solution Focused training. They will be working to support students to develop
strategies to promote good mental health and wellbeing.

College Applications
All students have made applications to college for September. Most have had interviews and offers.
A reminder that you can apply to a number of different courses at more than one college and there
is flexibility to change your choices if required. More guidance available on our school
website careers page or on the websites of all our local FE colleges:
https://www.strode-college.ac.uk/
https://www.btc.ac.uk/
https://www.btc.ac.uk/the-college/campuses/cannington-campus/
Strode College have a brand new newsletter that can be accessed by using this link:
https://www.smore.com/amvc0
Thank you to all staff who have worked to help students complete applications.

Thank you to everyone who is Covid testing at home every Wednesday and Sunday; overall the process
has worked very smoothly and the information logged helps to track how the virus is progressing or
being kept under control.

Staying on T.R.A.K
As you know, we have identified the values that we feel best represent our school.





Truth
Resilience
Awareness
Kindness

We believe that St Dunstan’s students should:






seek Truth, show a thirst for learning and question what they hear
grow Resilience by working hard, staying positive and embracing challenge
stay Aware of thoughts and feelings, their impact on others and the environment and share hope
choose Kindness by showing gratitude, respecting all and including others

As a result of living these core values, students will stay on TRAK; these values will be central to our school
life and will permeate all that we do.

Keeping contacted

Please remember to update any changes of your contact details for your son/daughter with the
school office.
You can make changes to your details by calling 01458 832943 or emailing
secretary@stdunstansschool.com.
We are relying on email communication more than ever to send you updates and notices.
To help you to receive your emails promptly, there are a few things you can do to help




Inform the school if you change your email address
Check your email box daily including your SPAM mail
Regularly sort and delete any unrequired messages to keep space in your inbox

Medicines/Medical Conditions
Please remember to update any medical conditions or required medicines with the school office.
If your son/daughter suffers from Asthma and uses an inhaler or has an allergy and requires an
epipen, please supply the school with a spare to keep for emergencies.
Prescribed medicines administered by the school or unprescribed medicines administered by
students both require an authorised form to be completed which is available from the school
office.

As well as the Safer Internet Day information, we are repeating this notice from
last term as it is so important
We know there is currently a significant rise in negative online incidents and experiences for young
people. Our online safety training session went ahead as planned – those who attended found it very
informative and helpful in understanding how to keep children safer online. A huge thank you to the
NSPCC and all those who attended. As promised this webinar was recorded and we have uploaded
it for parents / carers who were not able to attend. Please find the link below.
St Dunstan's Online Safety Webinar
We are hoping to run another such session later in the year, for people that would like to receive the
training whilst having the opportunity to ask questions, and we will keep you informed about this.
The NSPCC also provided us with additional resources to help parents / carers keep their children
safe online and these can be found below.
Avon and Somerset Police Webinars – NEW!
As you know, there have also been webinars run by Avon and Somerset Police but places were taken
up so quickly that it was difficult for a lot of parents to attend. We are delighted that the police have
set up a youtube channel so that you can see three recorded sessions covering topics including:




Exploitation of children online
Technical protective and safety measures available
Tips on starting a conversation with children about the internet and how to use it safely.

Here is the link – we highly recommend viewing the videos:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf41oqLODZCDKOmdj6ulSDg

Net Aware: A easy guide to apps, games and sites:
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
NSPCC Online safety resources:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
Advice and support for young people, via Childline:
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
YoungMinds parent helpline:
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/
https://vimeo.com/480839159
Have a look at this film about who to trust online
https://vimeo.com/uksic
Here is a quiz to try as a reminder of all the things we need to know to be safe online
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/assets/2021/safety-quiz.pdf

We will look forward to seeing everyone back in their classrooms, in
correct uniform and with the correct equipment (including a reading
book) on Monday 7th June. A reminder that students should be in their
classroom at 8.50 and so should arrive on site by 8.45

Have a great Half Term!

Term 5 ends on Friday 28th May 2021
Term 6 begins on Monday 7th June 2021
Term 6 ends on Friday 23rd July 2021

