At this time of year the school is buzzing with activity, from GCSE exams to extra-curricular visits.
Year 11 exams have started really well and I have been impressed by the commitment and
determination of the students in preparing for the exams. There have been a number of trips and
visits, including the year 7 team from St Dunstan’s School coming first in the Engineering
Challenge this week against students from all ages across the County – Well done!
Also this term we have supported red nose day and raised a fantastic £293.10, thank you to
everyone involved.
Following a review of pastoral care, we have made the decision that from next term we will be
introducing Heads of Key Stage. This will enable each Head of Key Stage to specialise in their
age ranges and create a more cohesive approach to pastoral care. Miss Whittaker will be head of
Key Stage 3 and Mr Jones will be Head of Key Stage 4. As year 11 will be completing their exams
in the first few weeks of next term, year 9 and 10 will form Key Stage 4, and Year 7 and 8 will be in
Key stage 3. Although the Heads of Key Stage will now have a different set of pupils they are
responsible for, the pastoral team will operate in a similar way. Tutor groups will be unaffected, as
will houses, meaning that all the house based activities will still continue and the mixed year tutor
groups will continue to offer mentoring and support in the younger years from the older students.
As we head in to the final stages of the year, we have lots to look forward to, including activities
week, sports day, year 10 work experience and school camp. I am looking forward to an exciting
summer!
Keith Howard
Headteacher

St Dunstan's year 10 students were recently invited to
attend a careers fair at Millfield School. The focus was
on Higher Education and there were representatives
from a range of Universities from across the UK as well
as local companies offering apprenticeship schemes
and employment. Other exhibitors included The Royal
Air Force. Students came away with a much greater
knowledge and appreciation of what Higher Education
involves and the steps required to take advantage of
the opportunity it offers.

Key Stage 3 students continued their World Book Day celebrations with a visit from author Steve
Voake. The local author, responsible for creating characters such as Dairy Dawson and Hooey
Higgins, talked to the Year 7 and 8 students about his inspiration for starting to write creatively and
shared some extracts from a selection of his novels.
Year 7 also worked with the author during some workshop activities which prompted many
students to continue to write their stories in their own time.
A book jacket and handwriting competition were also available for students to engage in, with the
prize being a copy of one of Steve Voake's books.
In the afternoon session Year 5 students
from St Benedict's School were welcomed to
St Dunstan's as part of the school's World
Book Day Celebrations.
60 pupils and their teachers, attended the
presentation. In the talk, Steve Voake shared
extracts from some of his recently published
and most popular novels and entertained
them with a variety of voices and scenarios.
At the end, St Benedict's School pupils were
able to ask questions and most used this
time to find out how they can improve their
own creative writing

Year 9 students from St Dunstan's planned and led a range of sports or challenges ranging from high jump
to tug of war, to penalty shootout, to a timed assault course. Our students did a fantastic job organising
and motivating all of the Year 6 students who joined in with gusto; everyone thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. To top it off we finished the afternoon by mixing the year 9 and year 6 together for a relay race,
which was full of energy. As the event took place, the sports hall was buzzing with cheering and support.
Well done year 9 you were a credit to our school!

St Dunstan's year 10 students had an incredible
experience taking part in fitness and playing football
under UV lights. Strode College provided a session
here at St Dunstan's where students wore white and
the sports hall lights were turned off, leaving only the
UV illumination.
Not only did the competitive students thrive on the
challenge of performing in the dark but the 'not so
confident' students enjoyed taking part knowing
others can't really see them.
Some students responses about the session:
"Very very good, fun and different from playing
normal football!"
"It added a different dimension to playing football and
was a lot of fun!"
"It is more interesting than just taking part in fitness,
so for someone who isn't very confident it is really
enjoyable."

In order to raise money for their Prom in July, Year 11 arranged a Futsal match against staff in
the famous St Dunstan’s indoor stadium.
Students from all years contributed to the Prom fundraising pot by making a donation to enter the stadium
and support this nail biting game.
Result:
Staff
4-2
2 Pavli
1 Whittaker
1 Armstrong

Year 11s
1 Whitcombe
1 Smith

Year 11 Pupil Richard Honeywill has made the U-18 Great
Britain squad for handball for the upcoming European Open
this summer.
He will be one of the youngest players in the squad and one
of only two from Somerset alongside another student from
Strode College.
Richard said "I first started playing handball in St Dunstan’s in
year 7 and quickly started playing for county, it’s been great
fun and I'd really recommend you get involved when you
can".

To get ready for their Bronze DofE expedition in June,
Year 9 participated in a practice cooking session.
DofE expedition food should be compact and easy to
carry and needs to be high in slow-release energy,
which will help them throughout their expedition.
To meet their expedition aim, students need to plan,
prepare and cook meals as a group.

Understanding the nutritional
requirements for the challenge will
ensure that their adventure is a
positive experience. It was their
chance to be creative, and to
understand more about rationing and
outdoor survival.

As we head towards the half term break please could I remind you about the importance of on-site
safety. A number of students ride bicycles and scooters to school each day. Can I remind you that
it is vital for them to wear a safety helmet to and from school and on the school site. They may be
restricted from riding to school if they fail to wear appropriate protective head gear.
Could I also encourage all of our students travelling to and from school and on the school site to
be road safety aware and take care to look out for moving traffic around them. Please encourage
your children to restrict the use of their mobile phone/ device in order to focus on traffic conditions.
Finally, we do not encourage parents to drop off students on site due to the high volume of traffic
and there is a 5 MPH speed limit across the school. It is extremely busy before and after school so
please adhere to the speed restrictions that are in place for everyone’s safety.
Thank you

Twelve enthusiastic year 7 & 8 students
were selected to participate in a STEM
workshop at RNAS Yeovilton to show off
their design, mathematical and scientific
skills by competing against 13 other
teams from 7 schools across the South
West.
The task for the day was to design and
make a launch strip that would be
functional on the flight deck of an aircraft
carrier in rough seas. Once the problem
had been solved, students had to put their
designs into action and make them.
The presentation process involved each team Firefly and Swordfish - presenting their design, and
demonstrating that it would actually work in rough
seas, to all the other schools and a tough judging
panel.
We waited in anticipation to hear the final result; to
our delight, the year 7 team took the crown for St
Dunstan’s. Our students were a credit to St
Dunstan’s and I felt very proud to be with them.
They all worked incredibly hard throughout the day
and showed immense teamwork and determination
to complete the task successfully. Well done all!

St Dunstan's students performed magnificently in the
recent Intermediate UKMT Maths Challenge. The
maths challenge is sat by the most gifted
mathematicians in the country and the school is
incredibly proud that Azra Hinton and Richard
Honeywill both achieved a gold certificate. Their
achievement puts them in the top 7% of candidates
entering the challenge, Alexander Biddlecombe and
Sam Budd both achieved a silver award and Henry
Duncan achieved a bronze award. Well done to
everyone involved.

As a school community, it is important that we have an identity and take pride in being part of that
community. School uniform is an important part of creating a sense of community, identity and
high expectations. Thank you for supporting us in setting and maintaining those high expectations
around uniform. It is noticeable that the vast majority of students are in the correct uniform and
taking pride in their appearance.
However, could I just remind you of the following:
Jersey/stretchy skirts are not part of the school uniform; please ensure students are wearing skirts
of the correct style, fabric and length.
Trousers should be tailored black, ankle length trousers. Students should not be wearing black
jeans, leggings or tracksuit bottoms.
Smart black shoes should be worn, not sports shoes, canvas shoes, trainers or boots.
For reasons of health and safety and to protect against loss of valuable property:
 No rings or jewellery should be worn except a watch
 Students with pierced ears may wear one simple plain stud in each ear
 No facial jewellery is accepted, including tongue studs
 Inappropriate jewellery will be confiscated, followed by a detention where it will be returned
General Appearance
 Extremes of fashion in clothing, hairstyles and hair colour are not acceptable
 Coloured nail varnish should not be worn

Students in the wrong uniform will be loaned the correct item for the day. Refusal to wear the
correct item when it is offered will attract sanctions as per the Trust policy. As I explain to
students, part of being at school is learning to function beyond school; employers will have rules
and expectations around dress code and uniform.

Please encourage your child to achieve 100% attendance this term and beyond. 90% attendance
is the equivalent of a week off school in a year. 90% attendance in the five years of secondary
school means that half a year of school has been missed by the end of year 11. Missing that
much school has a significant impact on learning - vital skills and information are missed - which,
in turn means a likely reduction in achievement at GCSE; results can be the difference in students
having the opportunities they want rather than the job they’re stuck with!
Please note that by law, headteachers are not allowed to authorise holidays in term time unless
there are exceptional circumstances.

Punctuality is as important as attendance. Failing to arrive on time means that vital notices at the
start of the day are not received, students are stressed before the day starts and key learning
points are missed. Punctuality is seen by employers and colleges as an indicator of reliability, and
is always the first question in a reference. Students who arrive late will attend a lunchtime
detention. Persistent lateness will result in after school detentions and further action by the
school.

May Holiday
Summer holiday
INSET DAYS
Year 7 Normandy Trip
School Camp
Activities week

Monday 27 May – Friday 31 May 2019
Wednesday 24 July – Friday 30 August 2019
Friday 28 June, Monday 1 July, Monday 22 July, Tuesday 23
July, Monday 2 September, Tuesday 3 September 2019
Wednesday 19 June – Friday 21 June 2019
Monday 15 July – Friday 19 July 2019
Wednesday 17 July – Friday 19 July 2019

Glastonbury Nub News is a new hyper-local website for the town. The website focuses solely on
Glastonbury and can be found at https://glastonbury.nub.news and will be running articles about
school successes to get the news from St Dunstan's out to a wider audience. Nub News want the
people of Glastonbury to visit their site to read positive news stories at the heart of the community.
They have a comprehensive What's On section, motoring classifieds, jobs listings, properties and
live travel pages, all localised to Glastonbury and the surrounding villages. They also want to get
the community involved, so if you have a story, please visit their website.
To find out more you can visit their website,
or email Nub News South West Regional Editor
Tim Lethaby on tim.lethaby@nub.news.

Extra-Curricular Clubs 2018/19
Term 5&6

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunchtime
12:45 - 1:15

Languages club
Week A – KS3 Beginners

Drama Club - all years
(JP- Drama Studio)

Futsal
(Sports Hall - Sport Leaders)

Basketball
(Sports Hall - Sport Leaders)

Art Club
(WL - Room L3)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Year 9 & 10 Netball
(TW- Sports Hall)

Year 7,8 and 9 Netball
(TW - Sports Hall)

Tennis Club – all years (TPSports Hall)

Year 7 & 8 Athletics
(TP – Field)

Year 9 and 10 Boys Athletics
(TP – Field)

Art Club- by arrangement
(WL - Room L3)

Chess Club – all years
(RC-Room 1)

Art Club
(WL - Room L3)

Art Club
(WL - Room L3)
Choir
(AH – Music Room)

Afterschool
3:15 - 4:15

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Homework Club
(MP – Library)

Gardening Club
(L Block)

Art Club- by arrangement
(WL - Room L3)
Millfield extra-curricular
opportunities
(Must sign up to take part)

