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St Mary’s CofE Primary School

Friday 25th September 2026 Newsletter 01

Our core Christian Values: Compassion, Koinonia (Community), Courage, Creativity, Service, Truthfulness

“I can do all things”
Living Together, Learning Forever, Loving God’s Creation

A BIG welcome back! 
Dear Parents and Carers,
We are delighted to welcome everyone to the new academic year at 
St. Mary’s! The first few weeks have been full of energy, learning and 
enthusiasm as the children have settled into their new routines.
A special welcome goes out to our new Reception children, who have 
made a fantastic start to their school journey - we are incredibly proud of 
how confidently they have settled in. We also extend a warm welcome 
to the 10 children who have joined us across other year groups as in-year 
starters. It has certainly been a busy time across the school community to 
ensure all our new families feel right at home! It’s been wonderful to watch 
new friendships flourish so quickly.
From engaging classroom learning to outdoor adventures in Forest School, 
it’s already been an action-packed start to the term. The children have 
shown wonderful curiosity, kindness and resilience, setting a positive tone 
for the months ahead.
As always, thank you for your continued partnership and support. We are 
looking forward to another happy, inspiring and successful year ahead for 
our entire school community!

Attendance Winners
So far this term, the following classes 
have been rewarded with extra Friday 
afternoon playtime and the privilege 
of proudly displaying the Attendance 
Champion Trophy in their classroom: 

Week 1 Badgers 99.4% 
Week 2 Ducklings & Lions 100%. 
Huge congratulations to all our 
winners - keep up the brilliant 
attendance! 

How are we doing?*

Ducklings	 99.57%
Lions	 98.42%
Foxes	 97.43%
Badgers	 96.53%
Rabbits	 96.43%
Bees	 95.59%
Eagles	 92.63%

MOMENTS MATTER, 

ATTENDANCE COUNTS.

*Attendance for the 26/27 academic year.

Jeans for Genes Day
On Friday 18th September, our school community 
proudly came together to celebrate Jeans for Genes 
Day. It was fantastic to see so many children and 
staff swapping their usual school uniform for denim to support such 
an important cause! Beyond the fun of wearing jeans to school, 
the day provided a meaningful opportunity for our pupils to learn 
about genetic conditions and discuss how our collective efforts help 
others. Donations are always welcome but never mandatory - every 
contribution helps fund vital care, specialist equipment, and support 
for families across the UK. Whether you donated or simply joined 
in by wearing denim, your participation and generosity make a real 
difference. If you would still like to contribute, you can do so directly 
via the official website at jeansforgenes.org.

Coming Soon: Black History Month
As we look ahead to October, we are excited to celebrate Black History 
Month across the school! Throughout the month, children will be taking 
part in special lessons, creative projects and assemblies that honour the 
achievements, history and contributions of Black individuals throughout 
time. It promises to be a rich and inspiring month of learning for all year 
groups. Keep an eye on our upcoming newsletters and class updates to 
see what our pupils will be discovering and creating! 

https://www.jeansforgenes.org?utm_source=gemini
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Headteacher’s Award
Congratulations to all the children who received a 
Headteacher Award - keep up the great work!

Class Wk 1 Wk 2

Ducklings

Rabbits Hamish Noah

Badgers Aniyah Ellie

Foxes Shay Lowen

Bees Harrison Sienna

Lions Evelyn Olivia

Eagles Olivia Rafe

It has been wonderful to see our Hedgehogs return and to 
welcome new friends and their families. We have had lots of fun 
exploring musical instruments, tuning into sound and sound play. 
We made some big noises with some African drums. 

We have also been exploring the forest, collecting leaves and 
pine cones to use in our creative crafts. We made some cinnamon 
scented playdough to play with and build our hand strength. 
Looking out for signs of autumn and painting autumn trees. 

In PE, we have been witches and wizards flying on their 
broomsticks thinking about how we use space and changing 
direction and move in different ways. We have also been 
continuing to use our climbing frame. 

We have been so busy and our new hedgehogs 
have settled so well. We are looking forward to the 
upcoming weeks and more adventures.

Mrs Summers and Mrs Thomson 

Hedgehogs
Class News:

Village Safety Corner:  
A Quick Dusk Reminder for Young Cyclists & Riders
As the evenings begin to draw in, here is a friendly reminder to help keep our village young people safe on the 
roads. Twilight makes it surprisingly difficult for drivers to spot cyclists and scooter riders, even at low speeds. 
Please take a moment to check that your children's bikes and scooters have working front and rear lights, active 
reflectors, or high-vis strips attached before they head out in the late afternoon. A quick check makes a world of 
difference in keeping everyone visible and safe. Thank you for your help!
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Ducklings
Class News:

What a fantastic start to school life 
Ducklings have had. After 2 weeks 
of part time schooling,  the children 
have completed a week of full time 
education. 

In Literacy, the children have been 
creating their own map designs and 
have been using fantastic detail. 
We have looked at lots of different 
types of map and have been on 
walks around the school to support 
our understanding.

In Maths, we have been matching 
and finding sets of objects. We 
know a song to help us remember 
the days of the week and the 
months of the year. Ask your child to 
sing it to you. We have been trying 
out lots of new resources such as 
five frames and bead strings to 10.

In PSHE, we have been discussing 
what makes us unique and 
individual. We have talked about 

similarities and differences and 
enjoyed speaking about all the 
things that we are good at. In RE, 
we continue to consider ‘Special 
Me’ and have reflected on who our 
families are and where we live.

The children showed confidence 
during their first PE lesson and 
followed the instructions whilst 
playing some team games.

I look forward to inviting you in for 
our Phonics Parent Workshop next 
Thursday at 9am. We will begin in 
the hall and then visit the classroom 
to take part in some phonics 
activities.

It has been lovely to get to know 
the children and I am looking 
forward to a fantastic year of 
learning and fun.

Mrs Gillard 

Rabbits
Class News:

What a fantastic start to the year we have had in 
Rabbits! The children have settled in brilliantly 
and have enjoyed exploring lots of new 
learning. In Science, we have been investigating 
different materials, while in Geography, we have 
been creating messy maps of our classroom. 

Our Mathematicians have been exploring place 
value within 10 and using vocabulary such as 
greater than and equal to. In Writing, we have 
loved getting creative with our new story ‘It Is 
Not a Stick!’ Who knew a stick could become a 
moustache, butterfly or racing car?! 

We also enjoyed a fantastic workshop with 
Wessex Water and Oscar Otter, learning all 
about saving water. The children were praised 
for their wonderful behaviour and effort. 

It has been lovely getting to know our Rabbits 
and we are so excited for the year ahead!

Mrs Roberts & Miss Tolfree

☺ ☺
☺

☺

☺

☺

☺
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Badgers
Class News:

Badgers have had an incredible start to the year! I have 
been so impressed with how quickly they have settled into 
the new school year and risen to the demands of being in 
a new year group. Thank you to everyone who came along 
to support our Parent Workshop this week. I know the 
Badgers really enjoyed showing off their learning!

Badgers have had an exciting start to the year, with a visit 
from Wessex Water and PE sessions led by a cricket coach. 
Our Wessex Water session focused on how precious water 
is in our world and where our water comes from. Badgers 
investigated how much water we can get from different 
foods by squeezing a variety of fruits and vegetables. In 
Cricket, Badgers have been developing their batting and 
fielding skills.

In English, we have been looking at ‘Tuesday’ and writing 
our own innovative narratives about mischievous animals 
getting up to no good in the night! We are now moving on 
to explore different sentence types and word classes.

It has been lovely getting to know our new Badgers, and 
we are very excited for the year ahead!

Miss Heath

Foxes
Class News:

It’s been lovely to get to know the new Year 3 Foxes over the 
last couple of weeks and the children have all settled into life 
in Key Stage 2 brilliantly.  We have been enjoying introducing 
our new topics, notably The Ancient Egyptians in History 
and we have found out about some of the key landmarks in 
Egypt such as the ancient pyramids.  This has linked brilliantly 
to our Art which is all about Egyptian imagery and the 
children have enjoyed drawing repeating Egyptian patterns 
and noticing some of the recurring themes in Egyptian art.  
Did you know that in Ancient Egyptian art, the size of the 
person in the picture shows how important they are!
The Foxes have also made the most of the recent good 
weather as we took our learning outside and conducted 
a Science experiment on forces, looking at how friction 
impacted on the speed of a car travelling down a ramp.  
Finally, it’s been great to see the enthusiasm the children 
have for our new Reading Challenge and we are well on our 
way to having the first certificates awarded for 20 reads very 
soon.  
It’s been a great start to term and there’s definitely lots more 
interesting learning to come in Year 3 this year! 
Mrs Brown

☺

☺

☺
☺

☺

☺

☺

☺
☺
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Lions
Class News:

What a wonderful start it has been to 
the new school year! We are up and 
running and our new cohort of Lions 
have settled so brilliantly into life in 
the Year 5 classroom, representing our 
class superbly well in terms of their 
positive attitudes to learning and their 
exceptional behaviour. 
There have been lots of fun learning 
opportunities within these first few 
weeks of Term 1. For example, in 
History where our topic of Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings has seen us 
choosing to focus on the Vikings to 
begin with. We have discovered who 
the Vikings were, where they came 
from and where they settled after they 
invaded England. There has been 
a wonderful cross-curricular link too 
with our work in Music also having the 
theme of the Vikings. We have been 
learning a song called Heave, Ho and, 
as you can see, we sat in our Viking 

longships and used the pulse (the 
steady beat of the music) to keep our 
rowing in rhythm.
Our work in PSHE has also been really 
interesting. We began by setting 
ourselves targets for this school year, 
thinking carefully about the steps we 
will need to take to achieve these 
goals. We have had good discussions 
about our rights and responsibilities as 
citizens of our country and members 
of our school. During this learning, 
we have investigated the differences 
between being a refugee and being 
a migrant. Linked to this important 
message about showing compassion, 
we were very proud to support the 
recent Jeans for Genes event. At St 
Mary’s, we always choose to behave 
in ways which show how important we 
feel it is to celebrate difference and this 
very much helped to demonstrate this. 
Mr Daniels

What a fantastic start to Year 4 
it has been for Bees class! The 
children have settled into their 
new year group so well and it has 
been a real pleasure getting to 
know them. They have already 
shown such enthusiasm, curiosity 
and a wonderful attitude towards 
their learning.
In English, we have been 
enjoying the exciting story 
Escape from Pompeii by 
Christina Balit. The children 
have been developing their 
descriptive writing skills and have 
created some fantastic expanded 
noun phrases and fronted 
adverbials to bring their writing 
to life.
In Maths, we have been 
exploring place value and 
working with numbers up to 
10,000. We had great fun taking 
our learning outdoors during 

a Forest School lesson, where 
the children worked together 
to create a giant place value 
chart using natural materials 
such as stones, sticks, leaves 
and pinecones to represent 
thousands, hundreds, tens and 
ones.
We have also made a brilliant 
start to our History topic, The 
Ancient Greeks. The children 
have been learning about 
different Greek gods and 
goddesses and have enjoyed 
creating their very own Top 
Trumps cards, packed with 
interesting facts and information.
It has been a wonderful start 
to the term and we are looking 
forward to all the exciting 
learning and adventures still to 
come!
Mrs Pope

Bees
Class News:

☺

☺

☺

☺
☺
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What a fantastic start to the year 
for Eagles Class. Although we are 
a small class, we are focused on 
setting the highest expectations 
for ourselves and others, setting 
nothing but the best example. 
With that said, Eagles have taken 
to the extra responsibilities that 
come with being Year 6 pupils, 
such as being buddies for our 
Reception pupils, taking on 
roles as House Point Captains, 
English Ambassadors and acting 
as representatives for pupil 
leadership.
We have started the term 
with our first Forest School 
session. Eagles teamed up 
with Rabbits Class to remind 
themselves of the rules of the 
forest, having the opportunity 
to toast marshmallows, play in 
the mud kitchen and complete 
an autumnal colour walk. Eagles 
were a great example of how we 

learn safely in the forest, setting 
a wonderful example for our Year 
1 pupils.
In Writing and Reading, we 
have been focusing on a text 
called Warrior Boy by Virginia 
Clay. This text links perfectly to 
our Geography topic: Kenya. 
Eagles have enjoyed reading the 
first five chapters of the book, 
understanding the characters 
and linking their geographical 
knowledge to the narrative. Next 
week, Eagles will be publishing 
their first piece of writing focused 
on character descriptions of the 
main character, Ben. They will be 
using hyphenated words, relative 
clauses and noun phrases to build 
imagery in the reader’s mind.
We are excited to share all of our 
learning in our Class Assembly in 
Week 6 of this term.
Miss Woods

Eagles
Class News:

Free School Meal 
Changes for the 2026 to 
2027 Academic Year
Many families will become eligible for the first time 
under the expanded FSM Criteria which is changing from 
September to the following:

Targeted FSM, which continues to be based on the 
exiting threshold, covering pupils who are in households 
in receipt of Universal Credit with annual household 
earnings of £7,400 or less

Expanded FSM, a new category covering pupils who do 
not qualify for targeted FSM, but who are in households 
receiving Universal Credit with annual household earning 
of £7,400 & above

If you believe you may qualify for the expanded FSM 
please make an application now.  Please see the link here:  
www.bathnes.gov.uk/form/apply-free-school-meals 

Picky Eating
The School Aged Health Service are pleased to offer a 
FREE webinar on Picky Eating to support parents and 
carers of primary aged children. The session will take 
place on the 30th September 10:00-11:00.

If you would like to attend, please use the link below 
to sign up. We encourage you to join us for this 
valuable session!

School Aged Health Service: Picky Eating webinar | 
Join meeting in Teams | Microsoft Teams

☺

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/30b24b16-ee75-4bc7-b8d4-38fc02ffe71a@2c2b1ee0-a8a1-49e6-a820-5ce4890cf466
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Winter Uniform Navy blue, grey trousers

Navy blue, grey skirts or pinafore dresses

Light blue polo shirts

Navy blue jumper or cardigan with or without the 
school logo embroidered on it

Navy, grey, black or white socks

Navy, grey, black tights

Shoes should be plain black low heeled or flat and 
sturdy for outdoor play. 

An appropriate school coat for all weathers

Summer Uniform Navy blue, grey or black tailored shorts

Blue and white checked / striped dresses

PE Kit
To be kept in school at all times in a PE Bag

Plain white T-Shirt with no logo

Navy blue or black shorts

Plain black daps or trainers 

Additional options Wellington boots, any colour

Here’s a reminder of the school uniform for anyone needing to purchase new items over the summer break. 

School Uniform Reminder

Staple items such as trousers, tops and plain jumpers can be purchased anywhere. However, if you wish to have 
items with our logo embroidered on, then you will need to purchase these online from Mapac.

Parents can view all available products by visiting the company’s website. There is a separate sheet in the pack 
explaining how to register with Mapac.

http://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/stmarystimsburyBA2

The school does not purchase any items of uniform or keep items here. From time to time, the PTA sell “pre-
loved” items of uniform. Pre loved items are also available at Timsbury Library for a small donation. 

We are keen to encourage independence and responsibility. Your child is responsible for his/her belongings and 
the school cannot be held responsible for any losses. We discourage children from bringing personal/valuable 
belongings into school; this avoids things being lost or broken.

Please help us by ensuring that ALL items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name. We require all 
children to have a full PE Kit in school at all times, clearly labelled and in an appropriate bag.

Hairstyles
Long hair should always be tied back, particularly during PE. Children should not be sent to school with extreme 
haircuts or hairstyles. Hair bands must be white/black or blue, and fashion accessories including large bows are not 
acceptable. 

Shoes and accessories
Shoes should be smart black school shoes and appropriate for school. Black trainers should not be worn as 
shoes. For safety reasons, children must not wear shoes with an excessively high heel to school or trousers with 
an excessive flare. Equally, only stud earrings are allowed and children should wear no other jewellery. All earrings 
must be removed before PE. Nail polish is not permitted at school. 
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Outside Achievements

We love watching our St. Mary’s children grow, 
thrive and succeed in everything they do.

A Reminder About 
Safeguarding
We are committed to keeping every child safe 
and supported. If you ever have questions or 
concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing 
of any of our pupils, please reach out to the 
school office. 

Ask for our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr 
Thomson, or any of our Deputy Safeguarding 
Leads: Miss Woods, Mrs Purnell or Mrs Parsons.

Step into the Morning Routine: Healthy Strides & Mindful Parking
As the school term moves into full swing, we encourage as many families as possible to swap four wheels for 
two feet. Choosing to walk, scooter or cycle to school offers fantastic benefits for our children and our local 
environment:

•	 A Bright Start: A quick morning walk wakes up young minds, boosting concentration, energy and mood well 
before the first bell.

•	 Quality Time: Walking gives you a peaceful window to catch up and chat with your children without the 
distraction of traffic.

•	 Safer Streets & Cleaner Air: Fewer cars around the gates directly reduces pollution and creates a safer space 
for everyone.

Keeping Our School Community Safe
We understand that driving is sometimes unavoidable. If you do need to bring the car, please help us keep the 
roads around our school safe, accessible and respectful for our pupils and neighbors:

•	 Keep Driveways & Dropped Kerbs Clear: Please avoid parking across residential driveways or dropped 
kerbs. Dropped kerbs are essential for parents with buggies, wheelchair users and children who need a safe 
place to cross.

•	 Respect Disabled Bays: Accessible parking spaces are strictly reserved for drivers displaying a valid Blue 
Badge. Please leave these free for families who genuinely rely on them.

•	 Try "Park & Stride": If you drive, consider parking a 5 - or 10 - minute walk away from the school gates and 
walking the remaining distance. It cuts down congestion right 
outside the entrance and lets you squeeze in a few extra steps!

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our morning drop-offs 
healthy, safe and considerate for everyone.

☺

PA WANTED
PA wanted to work in Timsbury with a 6 year old who is happy, 
curious and energetic and loves exploring the world around them. 
This young person has a diagnosis of Autism. They enjoy being 
outdoors and particularly like running, jumping and climbing.
The hours would be to support the young person to access the 
community through outdoor activities, parks, café’s, trampolining, 
and soft play to name a few.
Car driver necessary
The role is for up to 4 hours per week in term time hours flexible- 
afterschool or weekends to be agreed between PA and parents. If 
anyone is interested please contact the parents directly on  
07490 488 658
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Date Event

01.10 9am - Ducklings Parents Workshop

07.10 9am - Rabbits Parents Workshop

08.10 2pm - Foxes Parents Workshop

09.10 Hello Yellow Day - Non Uniform - Theme Yellow

12.10 2pm - Bees Parents Workshop

14.10 9am - Eagles Class Assembly followed by Eagles Parent Workshop

16.10 3.15pm - Whole School Excellence Exhibition - Hall

19.10 9am - Lions Parents Workshop

20.10 Show Racism the Red Card - Non Uniform - Theme Red

21.10 Harvest Service led by Foxes class - St Mary’s Church 9.15am

22 & 23.10 Inset Days - School Closed

Dates for your Calendar - Autumn Term 1

PTA News - School Disco
Without further ado... The first Disco of the year! 
Thursday 15th October!

We're doing things a little differently this year. 

•	 Firstly there will be a proper DJ! So get those song 
requests ready! 

•	 We're trialing a whole school disco, we appreciate 
this is more kids than normal and to mitigate this 
we are opening 3 separate spaces for the children 
including a quiet room which the volunteers will try 
their hardest to keep quiet! (Please encourage your 
children to be quiet in this area if they wish to use 
it).

•	 We'll also have stations for face glitter, face paint 
tattoos, and hair sparkles. (All easily removable for 
school the next day!) 

•	 And a snacks station. 

•	 We have increased the price to £5 which includes all 
of the above.

•	 We are very aware of the cost of living crisis and this 
is only a suggested amount, when you click on the 
link you'll see you can enter whatever amount you 

wish and there is zero judgement if you wish to pay 
less. All money raised goes straight back into things 
for the children at the school!

•	 And as always if you cannot afford this but would 
like your child to attend please contact Mr 
Thomson.

Given this is our first trial of a whole school disco we've 
suggested nursery children don't attend, however we 
have received some feedback that there are some 
nursery kids who will be very sad that they can't come, 
therefore if you would like to bring your nursery child, 
you are very welcome to, we ask a parent stays with 
them at the disco.  Parents are very welcome to stay 
with their child (from any year) 

A final plea; if any parents would like to volunteer; are 
a dab hand at glitter or want to enjoy some zen time in 

the quiet zone please get in touch!! 

We also appreciate Discos aren't for everyone, and we 
will do our utmost to create events throughout the year 
that cater for every child :) 

More details below. We welcome your feedback!

🪩🎉
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Thought of the Week  
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like 

it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’” (Matthew 22: 36-39) 

At the start of a brand new school year, it 
seems appropriate to review some of the 
values that we all hold dear to us. Lots of 
schools have values that embody their vision 
and ethos. Some examples are love, hope, 
forgiveness, perseverance and courage. 

Although not a typical Christian value, responsibility is linked closely with justice and hope. If we are 
responsible citizens, we will desire and seek justice for our community and our world and we can 
then have hope that things will get better. Today’s verse is all about being responsible. 

When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was, he replied by giving two 
commandments. The reason for this is because they are of equal importance and they are so 
interconnected that it was impossible for Jesus to separate them. 

In the Old Testament, the Jewish law, there are a total of 613 commandments. That’s quite a few, so 
when Jesus was asked this question, maybe the ‘expert in the law’ was hoping to whittle these 613 
laws down to just one. What is wonderful about Jesus' response is that if anyone follows and keeps 
just the two laws he mentions - love God and love others - then they would fulfil all the other 611 
laws. If you fully love God and fully love other people, you won’t break any of the other 
commandments. 

For many of us, the first commandment may be difficult. What if I don’t have my own faith and 
don’t believe in God? Well not fulfilling the first commandment doesn’t mean you can forget about 
the other one. If we are all called to be responsible citizens, this means we should be looking out for 
our fellow man and our planet. 

This might mean taking care of a loved one, or maybe giving to a charity that matters to us. Maybe 
there is something wrong that you feel needs 
to be put right, something you are seeking 
justice for. We all have a responsibility to do 
something to make a difference. 

Often, taking action and doing what we can 
to help others can be very rewarding - not 
only will those you help flourish but you will 
too! 

So this week, see what it is that you are 
passionate about. Somewhere that you know 
you could make a difference. It may only be 
small, but it could make a  

difference in someone’s life. And 
remember, be grateful that we’re only 
asked to follow two commandments and not 613! 

Paul Marvin  
 MNSP Christian Distinctiveness Lead 
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Free Online Parent
& Carer Webinars

The Mental Health Support Team (MHST) provides early mental health and
wellbeing support for pupils aged 5-18. We offer individual and group support for
mild to moderate anxiety and low mood.

If you feel your child would benefit from support, speak to your school's Mental
Health Lead about a referral to the MHST

Join the Mental Health Support Team for 1-hour online
webinars for parents/carers of Primary School aged

children to understand more about your child’s mental health
and learn some tips to help

Understanding
Anxiety in Children
and Young People

Sleep Hygiene
Recognising and
Understanding

Barriers to School
AttendanceUnderstand more

about sleep
How sleep relates
to mental health
Tips to improve
sleep

Tues 20  Octth

4-5pm

Anxiety and
attendance
Talking about
school worries
Working together
Parent wellbeing

Weds 7  Octth

4-5pm

Understanding
anxiety 
Signs of anxiety
Tips on how to
support children
who are anxious

Mon 19  Octth

9:30-10:30am

Teams Event Link

Click here
to sign up

Click here
to sign up

Teams Event LinkTeams Event Link

Click here
to sign up
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