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Welcome Back 
Welcome back to everyone across our school community. We are really pleased to see all the children back in 
school and also to welcome our new Reception pupils, as well as some other new children and staff. We have 
eleven new starters in Kingfisher Class, as well as Violet and Phoebe, who have started in Starling and Goldfinch 
Classes. We are also welcoming Mr Paul Schofield to the team, who will be teaching Swallow Class. By 9:00am 
on the first morning, all the children were settled in their new classes, working hard and behaving impeccably, 
reaching the high standards that we expect and that our children are so good at achieving.  
 

Staffing 
We are keeping our staffing structure the same for 2025-2026. We are pleased with how this worked last year 
and are confident we can make some small changes so that it is even more effective this year. I will continue in 
my role as Executive Headteacher, in which I am responsible for leading three primary schools in the Trust. I am 
usually at Leigh two or three days a week and am planning to be here on Wednesdays, as well as some Mondays 
and Fridays. Mrs Smith and Mrs Ball continue to be our co-school leaders, being responsible for many of the 
day-to-day operational tasks of the school. Mrs Smith will be in the office on Mondays and Tuesdays with Mrs Ball 
in the office on Thursdays and Fridays. They will be the first point of contact for parents, should you have any 
issues that need resolving, or you can speak to Mrs Payne, in the office. We will also have someone out on the 
gate every morning to welcome you. Our contact details are below: 
 

Executive Headteacher: ​ Mr Dan Turull - dturull@msnpartnership.com 
Co-School Leaders: ​ ​ Mrs Gemma Smith - gsmith@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk  
​ ​ Mrs Michelle Ball - mball@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk  
Office Manager:​ ​ Mrs Katie Payne - office@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk  
 

School Uniform 
The beginning of term is always a good time to focus on school uniform and the majority of our children have 
returned looking very smart in the correct uniform. Please refer to the website link here for what your child should 
be wearing to school, with a particular focus on PE lessons, as this was the area that some children deviated from 
in the summer term.  
 

Attendance 
A year ago, we launched a real drive to improve attendance both in our school and across the Trust. We set 
ourselves an aspirational target of 97% at Leigh on Mendip and we almost achieved it, finishing the year at 96.7%. 
You may have seen attendance as a focus again in the news over the last few days and although we understand 
the financial pressures on parents and appreciate that holidays are often cheaper in term time, we would 
encourage all parents to refrain from booking holidays while their children are in school.  
 

Building Work 
Over the summer we had a considerable amount of building work carried out at the school, which included 
renovations and decoration in the hall, new windows in Goldfinch Class and the construction of a lodge at the top 
of the field. We have a little work still to do around the lodge such as a stone path to avoid it getting too muddy, 
but when it is all completed we will have an official opening.  
 
We are all looking forward to working with your children once again and all the staff are very optimistic of what 
everyone can achieve in the year ahead. 
 
Mr Turull 

Useful Contacts 
Office - office@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk 

SENCO - Gemma Smith - gsmith@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk 
Leadership - mball@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk  or gsmith@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk 
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