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Hello from Mr Snell! 
Welcome back to a brand new school year! It’s been an absolute pleasure getting to know you and your children 
this week as I begin an exciting journey with you as your new executive headteacher - thank you for making me 
feel so welcome! Seeing the children return to school and get stuck in from day one has been brilliant to see and 
I look forward to seeing what they all achieve over the coming year. I love working in schools having been 
executive headteacher at Welton Primary for 15 years as well as working in a number of other schools in Bath 
and London. My vision and values are deeply rooted in what’s best for the children and I look forward to working 
closely with you and the school team to help Farrington go from strength to strength. You will most often see 
me on Mondays and on Wednesday mornings however I will very much take the opportunity to be in the school 
on other days of the week, when I can. As I am sure your children will tell you, I particularly like being in 
classrooms talking about what they are doing and joining in with their learning! You are welcome to make 
contact with me through the usual channels at any time - telephoning or emailing the school office or catching 
me in the playground. I look forward to our partnership. With best wishes for a happy Term 1, Mr Snell. 
 

Meet the Teacher 
Thank you to the parents who came along to our ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions this week. If you were unable to 
attend and have any queries about class processes, learning or day to day questions, please contact the teachers 
on the class email addresses which can be found on the school website under the ‘Our 
Classes’ tab. 
 

Fizz Pop Science 
Our year certainly started with a bang, or rather a pop, this morning when Atomic Alice 
visited again with a bubble-based Fizz Pop Assembly. With clubs starting next week, please 
remember to sign up on Arbor if your child is interested in joining. More information can be 
found below. 

 

Mrs Geeson and Mr Snell 
 

News from the classes 
It has been a wonderful start to the year for Turtle Class as they have got to know the school, adults, 
classroom and each other. Next week they will be staying for lunch and we are really looking forward to 
spending more time with them as they join our school family. 
 
 
 
 

The children have all settled really well into their new classroom and are learning the Shark Class 
routines. Everyone has worked really hard this week on our class book ‘Cinderella’ this week and 
enjoyed the practical maths lessons. 
 
 
What a lovely start to the year! Seal Class have been a pleasure to teach this week. The year 3 
pupils have settled well into their new class and routines and the year 4 pupils have been 
excellent role models showing their maturity and helping their younger classmates. We have 
started our French unit for this term and have been learning how to introduce ourselves and in 
PSHE, we had a challenge to pass a ball around a circle using just our feet. This demonstrated 
our great teamwork! Well done Seals!  
 
 

Dolphin Class have had a great first week back. We have created poems using modal 
verbs, started our maths unit on decimals and investigated thermal insulators in science. 
We have also started our art unit focusing on portraits by free drawing a continuous self 
portrait in only 2 minutes.  

 

https://www.farringtongurneyschool.co.uk/
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See below some of the lovely work completed at the Art Workshop during the Summer Term.  This club will run 
again this term on Mondays.  The children created expressionistic abstract paintings using a variety of tools and 
techniques coupled with the magic of the masking tape reveal. They each created 6 abstract paintings which they 
can either keep together or separate to frame individually. Aren’t they fabulous!!  
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Notices 
●​ Clubs - All clubs start next week (Martin Phillips Football Club started this week). 

Please book the following clubs now to avoid them being cancelled due to low uptake:​  
                              ​ Thursdays:   Children’s Choice of Dance/Disco Moves T1 Y1-6 extended to years 5 & 6 
●​ ADDITIONAL CLUB “Chess Club” - will now be running on a Monday lunch time for Years 2-6 in Dolphin Class with Mr 

Snell .   
●​ Dinners - You may have noticed that the new menu allows and serves a main dessert only on Fridays; fresh fruit and yogurt 

are offered for the remainder of the week. This is to offer a healthier alternative.  We thought it would be helpful to let you 
know that this change was implemented to align with updated legislation and food standards guidance, which also 
informed the overall meal selection.  Please remember to place your dinner orders via School Grid by the Thursday 
midnight deadline for the following week. 

●​ Flu Vaccination (Nasal Spray) - Please consent via the email sent this week, scheduled for Tue 20th Oct (not Thur 29th).  
●​ Music for School & WEMA Lessons - due to start back week beginning 14th September.  
●​ Open Mornings - details which have been added to the website and can be shared with you or any friends who have 

school age children starting next September.  Our school open mornings are being held on Tue 29th September or Thur 
19th November (9:30 - 11:00).  Registration is via email or telephone to the school office. 

●​ Reception Class - Correspondence from the B&NES School Nurse team was sent Wednesday for parents to complete a 
questionnaire.  The link is here to the questionnaire. 

●​ Seal Class Egyptology Day - has been booked for 6th October and has been added to Arbor for parents to action. 
●​ Reception Year - Message from the School Nurses Team.  Please refer to the email sent to you Wednesday to complete 

the New Entrant Digital Health Questionnaire.  Please do so by clicking here asap.  Thank you. 
●​ School Uniform - Please ensure that ALL uniform is clearly labelled to avoid it getting lost next year. 
●​ St. John’s Church - Please see here the link to the weekly church events.  
●​ Swimming - this term it is the turn of Dolphin Class to swim - there is a small charge of £4/week purely for the transport 

which remains unchanged and this can be paid weekly or for the full term in advance. 
●​ Universal Credits support including holiday, after-school & breakfast clubs - If you pay for childcare while you go to work, 

Universal Credit can pay some of your childcare costs. This includes holiday clubs, after-school clubs and breakfast clubs. If 
you live with a partner, you both need to be working, unless your partner cannot look after your children.   Please click here 
for further information. 

●​ Year 6 Transfer to Secondary School - letters were sent home in school bags early this week.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68230602c66deec8488f7f93/Protecting_your_child_against_flu_leaflet_primary_school_WEB_FINAL.pdf
https://forms.chathealth.nhs.uk/index.php/697316?lang=en
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/uploads/files/reception-children-new-entrant-digital-health-questionnaire.pdf
https://paulton-benefice.org.uk/sunday-service-update-13-09-2026
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/universal-credit-childcare-costs
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Thought of the Week  

‘When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.’ (Matthew 9: 36) 

At the start of a brand new school year, it seems 
appropriate to review some of the values that 
we all hold dear to us. Lots of schools have 
values that embody their vision and ethos. 
Some examples are love, hope, forgiveness, 
perseverance and courage. 

One key value for many schools is compassion. 
Compassion is very closely linked to the values 
of love and trust; we can only truly show 
compassion, if we first love and we can only 
receive compassion, if we first trust the person 
who is showing it. 

In our Bible verses today, it says that Jesus showed compassion to the crowds. In the original Greek, 
this means he was deeply moved in his inner being. Robert Solomon in his book ‘Following Jesus in a 
Fallen World’ put it like this: 

‘It was a profound response that was rooted in our Lord’s love for people. With the eyes of divine love, 
Jesus saw the people in their true condition. 

Yes, many of them were poor and struggled to survive. Others might have had some resources but 
were lonely and miserable within. Jesus saw their true needs. 

He saw them as harassed people. They were people who had been robbed of their rest, either by 
their own making or because of the uncaring or cruel ways of society. They were exhausted just 
coping with the daily challenges of life. They were not meant to live like that.’ 

It sounds very contemporary - people struggling to manage, feeling harassed, miserable and often 
lonely. In our enlightened and progressive world, how is it that so many of us still feel like this? 

It is easy when we are busy and preoccupied not to see 
people as people. We might view them as colleagues or 
maybe fellow human beings. Often we can view them as 
a distraction or a nuisance and if they behave selfishly 
whilst driving, we might use all sorts of colourful 
terminology to describe them. 

I hope that we too can show compassion to those around 
us as Jesus did. I hope that we can break the pattern of 
society and take time, even if it is just a moment to find 
out how the people in our lives really are. I hope and pray 
that we too would be moved in our inner being when 
people share their worries or concerns with us - that we 
can show them genuine compassion. 

 


