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St Mary’s CofE Primary School

Friday 1st May 2026 Newsletter 10

Our core Christian Values: Compassion, Koinonia (Community), Courage, Creativity, Service, Truthfulness

“I can do all things”
Living Together, Learning Forever, Loving God’s Creation

Supporting The Nest Project: 
Year Two!
Following the incredible success of last year’s collection, we are delighted 
to be partnering with The Nest Project for a second year. After a 
recent assembly, the children are eager to jump back into action for this 
fantastic local charity, which provides a lifeline to families in BANES facing 
challenging times.

The Nest Project supplies essential items like clothing, equipment, and 
toiletries to help create safe, nurturing environments for children. While 
we love collecting for others, The Nest Project is also there for our own 
community; please feel free to reach out to them directly if your family 
needs support.

How You Can Help

On Friday, 8th May, children are invited to come to school in their own 
clothes. In exchange, we kindly ask for the donation of an item to support 
The Nest’s vital work in our community. Every contribution, no matter how 
small, makes a real difference! We are collecting new and unused toiletries 
in the Reception lobby. Our basket is already off to a great start - thank 
you!

Current Priority Items:

•	 Bath & Hair: Baby/children’s shampoo and body wash.

•	 Dental: Toothbrushes and toothpaste (ages 0–5).

•	 Nappy Changing: Nappies (sizes 3–7), sensitive wipes, and nappy 
cream (e.g., Sudocrem).

Thank you for your continued generosity in putting our value of Service 
into practice.

If you would like to access toiletries and resources from The Nest, they now 
deliver to Timsbury and would be happy to support families in need of 
these essentials. 

Find out more on their website: https://www.thenestproject.co.uk/

House Points Winners

Attendance Winners

An excellent start to Term 5!
Congratulations to Sapphire House 
for leading the way with three gems, 
followed closely by Emerald House at 
the end of the first week back.

Well done to our weekly attendance 
champions, each week the class with 
the highest attendance is rewarded 
with an extra afternoon playtime and 
they get to keep the trophy in their 
classroom for the week!

Week 26 Foxes
Week 27 Foxes (100%!)

How are we doing?*

Badgers	 97.15%
Eagles	 96.07%
Foxes	 95.69%
Lions	 95.37%
Rabbits	 94.33%
Ducklings	 93.10%
Whole School 	 95.41%

MOMENTS MATTER, 

ATTENDANCE COUNTS.

*Class attendance percentages for this academic year so far

Walk to School Week - 18-22nd May 
We are excited to be taking part in Walk to School Week which is a 
nationwide event organised by the walking charity Living Streets. This 
year’s challenge is called Mission Move which encourages children to travel 
actively to school every day of the week and each pupil will be challenged 
to travel sustainably (walk, wheel, scoot, cycle or Park and Stride) to school 
every day for one week.  There will be lots of incentives throughout the 
week organised by the Eco Team. 

We would ask, if possible, for you to make arrangements so that your child/
children can travel actively to school on the week commencing 18 May.
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Our Inaugural World  
Bee Day Celebration!
We are buzzing with excitement to announce our very first 
World Bee Day celebration on Wednesday, 20th May. We 
are dedicating this time to teaching our children about the vital 
role bees and pollinators play in our world- and we need your 
help to make it a success!
Key Dates & Activities
•	 Wednesday, 20th May "Bee Bright" Dress-Up Day 

Every child is encouraged to come to school in bright 
floral colours or classic black and yellow stripes. We’ll 
be spending the day learning about honey production 
and how pollinators put food on our plates. Let’s make the 
playground look like a wildflower meadow! 

•	 Wednesday, 20th May: The Great Plant Donation 
We are asking each child to bring in a pollinating plant 
to donate to our school grounds, so that we are a haven 
for pollinators. Alternatively, please bring a cake or bake 
for the PTA to sell after school (proceeds will be spent on 
pollinating plants!)

•	 Thursday, 21st May: The Big Plant-Out 
In small groups, the children will help plant their donations, 
creating a permanent "nectar cafe" for our local bees.

The "Bee-Friendly" Shopping List
To ensure our garden thrives year-round, we are looking for 
donations of hardy perennials (ideally) - plants that come back 
every year. These are robust, easy to look after, and provide 
food for our fuzzy friends.
If you are visiting a garden centre, look for the RHS "Plants for 
Pollinators" logo or try to find these favourites:

Best for Bees Why they are great

Lavender (English) A summer staple that bees absolutely adore. Very hardy!

Salvia (Sage family) Beautiful purple/blue spikes that provide nectar for months.

Nepeta (Catmint) Masses of blue flowers that are a magnet for bumblebees.

Echinacea (Coneflower) Bright, daisy-like flowers that look stunning and are rich in nectar.

Sedum (Ice Plant) Very hardy succulents that provide vital food in late summer.

Hellebores Great for providing "early bird" food when bees first wake up in spring.

Alternatively, please bring a cake or bake for the PTA to 
sell after school (proceeds will be spent on pollinating 
plants!)

Calling All Bee Experts!
Do we have any beekeeping hobbyists, honey experts, 
or local gardeners in our community?

We’ve heard rumors that some of our parents (or 

friends) might have full beekeeping gear! We would 
love to have you join us on Wednesday, 20th May 
to show the children your equipment (suits, smokers, 
empty hives) or talk about your work. Even if you can 
only spare an hour, your expertise would bring the 
subject to life for the children.

If you can help, or are willing to move your usual day 
to support us on the 20th, please contact the school 
office as soon as possible!
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Headteacher’s Award
Congratulations to all the children who received a 
Headteacher Award - keep up the great work!

We have had lots of fun in Hedgehogs Nursery this term 
already. The children loved reading the story of the “Very 
Hungry Caterpillar” and created some beautiful butterfly 
paintings and pictures. 

We have enjoyed returning to a spring walk and used our 
fantastic listening skills in sound time. We have been on a 
listening walk to help us tune into sounds.

We have enjoyed exploring life cycles and growth. We have 
planted cress seeds and have been learning about the different 
plants in our garden. If you have any spare plants, we’d love to 
plant them in our outside area.

This week we have read the story “Life Size” and we have been 
exploring differences in size. We have thought about big and 
small animals. 

We have visited the ducklings that are in Ducklings class. They 
are super cute!

Team Hedgehogs

Hedgehogs
Class News:

Class Wk26

Ducklings Ruby

Rabbits Amelie

Badgers Evie

Foxes Louie

Lions Joseph

Eagles John

☺☺

Christian Value 
This term, we are focusing on Service - showing love through our actions. Just as 
Jesus taught us to care for one another, we are encouraged to use our time and 
talents to help our school and community.

Whether it’s a small act of kindness or a helping hand in the classroom, Service 
reminds us that we all have the power to make a big impact. Let’s look for ways to 
put this value into action every day!

Opportunities to serve our wider community this team - The Nest Project (7th May)

Opportunities to serve our school community this term - World Bee Day (20th May)
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Ducklings
Class News:

We have had a fun start to the new term and are well under 
way with our new topic of Growth and Life Cycles. The 
children have LOVED having ducklings in Ducklings class 
and many of you have come to visit. They are so cute and 
have been an exciting addition to our classroom for the 
week. In Literacy, we have developed our understanding of 
plants and have been planting herbs and seeds. This week 
we have been reading the story “The Odd Egg” and it 
has been fun to consider the differences and similarities of 
different egg layers.

In Maths, we are adding two groups of objects and have 
also explored what happens when you take away an amount 
from a group.

We have begun learning new songs and stories for our class 
assembly in week 5 this term. You are all welcome to attend.

Please remember sun hats and sun cream as the weather 
improves.

Mrs Gillard

Rabbits
Class News:

The Rabbits have had a super busy few weeks! In maths, 
we kicked off our measuring unit and had lots of fun using 
cubes, paper clips, and counters to measure all sorts of 
things both inside and outside the classroom. The children 
are getting really confident using rulers accurately and our 
outdoor measuring hunt was a big hit!

In phonics, the class continues to amaze us with their reading 
and writing. We’ve been tackling some tricky alternative 
pronunciations but the Rabbits have handled them like pros. 
Our phonics parent workshop was such a highlight, thank you 
to those who came! The children loved showing off their skills 
and teaching the grown-ups some of the games we play in 
school. Hopefully, you’ve been able to try a few at home too.

In PE, we’ve been focusing on our throwing skills and playing 
lots of target games. Everyone’s improving so much at aiming 
and throwing accurately, it’s great to see the teamwork and 
effort each week!

Mrs Roberts & Miss Tolfree
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Badgers
Class News:

Badgers have had a brilliant first 
two weeks back this term. All of 
the children have been working 
very hard in all of their learning.

In Maths, we have been learning 
to tell the time, including o’clock, 
half past, quarter to, quarter 
past, as well as minutes past and 
minutes to. Badgers have really 
enjoyed using clocks to create 
and read different times on an 
analogue clock. Please feel free 
to continue practising this skill at 
home. This week, we have also 
begun exploring money, looking 
at the different coins and notes 
used in the UK. The children 
have been practising counting in 
pence and pounds, solving word 
problems and finding change.

In English, we have been reading 
“Emily Brown and the Thing”. 
The children have written some 
fantastic diary entries about Emily 
Brown’s struggle to fall asleep. I 
have been very impressed with 
the range of skills they have 
used, including expanded noun 
phrases, suffixes, contractions, 
subordinating conjunctions and 
similes.

In Art, we have begun exploring 
maps, using different media 
to create memory maps of our 
routes to school. The children 
have included both human and 
physical features, linking to our 
Geography learning from earlier 
in the year.

Miss Heath

Foxes
Class News:

It’s been another busy couple 
of weeks in Foxes!  In Latin, we 
continue to enjoy our cultural 
lessons and created our own 
mosaics in the style of the Romans 
using colours in order to create a 
letter from our name.  
Now that the warmer weather 
is here, we have enjoyed taking 
our learning outside and having 
some of our Maths lessons on 
measurement.  We have been 
looking at how to measure 
accurately, how to measure in 
different units such as millimeters, 
centimeters and metres and also 
how to calculate the perimeter 
of a space.  The Foxes enjoyed 
challenging themselves to work 
accurately and measure some 
different objects in the playground.
Keeping with the outdoor theme, 
we have started playing netball in 

our PE lessons.  The Foxes have 
loved this, taking part in activities 
designed to test their attacking 
and defending skills.  I think we 
have some netballing talent in the 
class!   
In English, we have been writing an 
advert to persuade people to join 
the circus, linked to our class text 
“Leon and the Place Between”.  
We have been so impressed by the 
quality of the vocabulary and the 
attention to detail in writing - keep 
it up Foxes!
Finally, we enjoyed a workshop all 
about how to manage the amount 
of time spent on phones.  This 
provoked a lot of discussion and 
there were some nice group work 
activities.  
Mrs Brown
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It has been a quiet yet productive 
few weeks for our brilliant Eagles. 
They have started Term 5 with a 
calm, motivated attitude, showing 
they are ready to tackle the final 
stretch of learning before SATs.
In Maths, we have been exploring 
the properties of shapes, 
specifically calculating and 
classifying angles. The children 
have particularly thrived during 
the reasoning side of this topic; 
they have enjoyed the challenge 
of deconstructing complex 
“missing angle” problems, 
with several pupils likening the 
process to finding the final piece 
of a jigsaw puzzle.
Tennis is our focus for PE 
this term. Eagles have been 
mastering ball control in tight 
spaces and learning the precision 
required for both forehand and 
backhand strokes. I have been 
immensely impressed by their 

patience; they are diligently 
honing these fundamental skills 
before we transition into full 
matches.
In Science, we have switched 
our focus to electricity. The class 
has thoroughly enjoyed building 
simple circuits and investigating 
how components like bulbs and 
buzzers function. We have been 
learning how to represent these 
physical setups using formal 
scientific diagrams and exploring 
the impact that changing voltage 
or adding extra components has 
on a circuit’s effectiveness.
As we approach SATs week, I 
want to commend the Eagles on 
their incredible hard work and 
determination throughout the 
year. The time has finally come 
for all that effort to come to 
fruition. I have no doubt they will 
be absolute superstars!
Miss Woods

Lions
Class News:
Our Year 4/5 Lions had a super time 
during our educational visit to the Bath 
and West Showground for the annual 
Field to Food Learning Day, where 
we all enjoyed the opportunity to gain 
a greater understanding of farming, 
food production and the countryside. 
There was so much to see and do.
Activities included representatives 
from Wyke Farms, the largest 
independent producer of cheese in 
the UK, talking to us about how their 
cheese is produced and showing us 
how they deliver the milk from their 
tanker to the factory. We were lucky 
enough to see a sheep being sheared 
and then we were allowed to examine 
the fleece afterwards. There were also 
plenty of opportunities to interact 
with animals on the day, with us being 
allowed to stroke some sheep, cows 
and pigs.
We also learnt about horticulture 
and planted some seeds. We saw a 
demonstration informing us of how 

different breads are made. We had a 
close-up look at lots of large farming 
vehicles and machinery. There was 
also the chance for us to make our 
own Lego tractors which moved when 
we input instructions into a computer 
program.
There were two activities which were 
particular hits with the children. Firstly, 
we loved watching the gun dog 
display where Fig, a black labrador 
retriever, was instructed to find objects 
to bring back to her handler. It was 
incredible to see Fig understand and 
respond correctly to commands and 
whistles telling her to go left or right. 
Secondly, people from Purbeck Ice 
Cream showed us how they make it 
from high-quality local produce. And 
yes, we all got to taste it and try it for 
ourselves!
It was a brilliant trip and we all loved 
the opportunity to experience being 
farmers for the day.
Mr Daniels

Eagles
Class News:
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Thought of the Week  
‘When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I 

proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while 
I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.’ (1 Corinthians 2:1-2) 

Lots of people are inspired by the legend of King 
Arthur and his knights. Glastonbury is visited by 
thousands of people every year in search of evidence 
of this legendary king. 

One of the reasons I believe the story is loved so 
much is because of the image of the round table. 
Kings and leaders have often put themselves above 
their subjects and seen themselves as better than 
them. But in the story of King Arthur, he sits with his 
knights at a table where no one is the head. The king 
sees himself as an equal with the rest of his people 
and the table means that no one is seen as  being 
better than anyone else. The table becomes a leveller. 

In today’s verse, Paul is writing to the church in Corinth. This was a difficult church at the time and 
there was confusion over truth and conflict between its members. There was jealousy in the 
church and those who were in leadership or seemed to know more were behaving arrogantly 
towards others. Not a good advert for the church - then or now! 

Paul focuses instead on the Good News of Jesus. Unlike the world that often focuses on wealth, 
popularity, education or appearance, Jesus lived and died for all, regardless of their status in 
society. 

Like King Arthur’s table, Jesus is the great leveller. It doesn’t matter how the world views you, the 
Bible says that all have missed the mark and everyone needs God’s forgiveness. No amount of 
money, likes, followers, botox or post-nominal letters will get you any nearer to being accepted by 
God. The wonderful news is that everyone can be accepted and valued equally in God’s eyes 
because of Jesus’ sacrificial love and death on the cross. 

When I look at the image of the 
round table, I like to imagine that 
it is Jesus sitting there, 
surrounded by his followers. None 
of their wisdom, wealth or 
popularity matters, all that counts 
is that they are loved and 
accepted by him. All of us are 
equal at the foot of the cross. 
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Outside Achievements

Our St. Mary’s children truly shine in everything 
they do! We love hearing about your amazing 
achievements each week, from sports wins to unique 
milestones like Harry’s new Legoland Driving Licence. 
Keep up the fantastic work, children - we are so proud 
of you! 

Netball update!

It’s been an exciting week of netball for St Marys! Our 
mixed team suffered a quarter final loss to a very strong 
Oldfield Park Junior School which brought our run to 
an end in the B&NES Schools Tournament.  The team 
showed great determination and spirit throughout 
the match and never gave up.  A huge well done for 
representing the school so well, goes to Aidan, Eddie, 
Pippi, Emily, Maggie, Joe, Rachel and Phoebe. 

On Wednesday, our girls netball team went to the West 
of England School Games Primary Netball Finals and 
played in the tournament against 8 other schools each 
representing a different area of the South West.  This 
was our first time qualifying for this event and the girls 
put in such strong performances that they won or drew 
every match.  This took them to the final where they were 
beaten in a closely fought contest, taking second place in 
the overall tournament.  What an amazing achievement 
and we could not be prouder of them.  The brilliant team 
consisted of Phoebe, Emily H, Emily R, Maggie, Pippi, 
Rachel and Tilly.  

We would also like to say a huge thank you to 
Phoebe’s mum Emma, who has given up so many 
hours to coach the team and umpire the matches. 
THANK YOU!!!!!! 

Forest School Tidy
Let’s Get Stuck In!
Following the fantastic success of our recent sessions, we 
are making our ‘Forest School Tidy Up’ a regular weekly 
event! We’d love to see parents, carers, and extended 
family members join us every Thursday from 1:30 PM to 
3:00 PM to help tidy and enhance our outdoor space. Don’t 
worry about a long-term commitment, feel free to drop 
in whenever you can, even if it’s just for twenty minutes! 
Every little bit of help makes a world of difference for the 
children’s adventures. If you can bring your own tools, that’s 
a huge bonus! We can’t wait to see you in the Forest School 

A note about safeguarding… 
If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety 
and wellbeing of our pupils, please contact the 
school office and ask to speak to our Designated 
Safeguarding Lead, Mr Thomson, or any of our 
Deputy Safeguarding Leads, Safeguarding Leads 
Miss Woods, Mrs Purnell &  
Mrs Parsons. 

The safety of our young people is the 
responsibility of us all. 
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Date Event

04.05.26 Bank Holiday School Closed

06.05.26 Parent Workshop 9.00am - Badgers

07.05.26 Book Fayre begins after school (every day)

07.05.26 Volunteer Afternoon- Forest School

08.05.26 Non-Uniform: Bring Something For The NEST Project

11.05.26 KS2 SATS Week Commences

12.05.26 Book Fayre ends

18.05.26 Class Photos & Yr 6 Individual Photos

19.05.26 Parent Workshop 9.00am - Lions

19.05.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Foxes

20.05.26 Parent Assembly & Workshop 9.00am - Ducklings

20.05.26 Sex Education Meeting With Parents 3:30pm

20.05.26 World Bee Day - Pollinating Plant or PTA Bake Sale

21.05.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Eagles

21.05.26 PTA School Disco

22.05.26 Last Day Of Term 5

Date Event

01.06.26 Start Of Term 6

02.06.26 New Reception Class Parent Meeting 5.30pm

05.06.26 NSPCC Childhood Day - Move A Mile

11.06.26 Parent Workshop 9.00am - Ducklings

11.06.26 SS Great Britain Trip - Badgers

15.06.26 - 
16.06.26 Mendip Residential Trip - Years 3&4

16.06.26 Poetry Slam - Years 3&4

16.06.26 QUAD KIDS - Years 5&6

17.06.26 Sports Day

18.06.26-
22.06.26 Walk to School Week

18.06.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Eagles

Dates for your Calendar - Summer Term 5

Dates for your Calendar - Summer Term 6
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25.06.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Badgers

29.06.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Lions

30.06.26 Parent Assembly & Workshop 9.00am - Rabbits

30.06.26 Year 6 Performance 6:00pm - Parents and Carers

01.07.26 Year 6 Performance 2:00pm - Parents and Carers

02.07.26 Shuffle Up Day

03.07.26 Non-Uniform: Bring Something For The Summer Fayre

06.07.26 PGL Residential - Eagles

06.07.26 Parent Workshop 9.00am - Foxes

10.07.26 Non-Uniform: Rainbow Day  & Summer Fayre

14.07.26 Nursery Leavers Event - Hedgehogs

15.07.26 Volunteers Brunch

15.07.26 Party In Pavilion - Reading

16.07.26 Leavers Service In The Church

17.07.26 Last Day Of Term 6

20.07.26 School Closed - Inset Day

21.07.26 School Closed - Inset Day

Newbridge Primary School, BA1 3LL    Newbridge Primary School, BA1 3LL
26th - 29th May 2026    26th - 29th May 2026
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