For the third time in a matter of weeks, we have had parents getting in touch about the traffic
situation around our school. There have been reports of cars speeding along Main Street, as well as
on Church Lane and School Lane (all of which have a speed limit of 20mph) and in the last week,
there have been two reported incidents of near misses with cars very close to children. We have got
in contact with BANES to see how they may be able to help us, but can we please ask once again
that everyone driving their children to school maintains the appropriate speed and caution, especially
when they see children around. We do appreciate that not all the drivers using the roads around the
school are parents/carers, but many of the reports we have been given do involve the school traffic.
Mr Dix has also been working on this in class, please see his article below.
I have today had a long conversation with BANES Public Health regarding the current Covid cases in
school and the measures we have put in place. Neither Public Health nor the school wish to close
any classes again, so it is about being cautious and sensible while also allowing children to still have
as many opportunities as possible to learn and have the usual school experiences. We are already
carrying out the majority of the additional measures suggested, but will increase cleaning regimes
even further over the next few weeks. Unfortunately this means we have had to postpone the disco
this evening. Given the amount of children either testing positive or awaiting results, and with us not
mixing all the classes in school, this was seen as a high risk event. We appreciate that this will be
disappointing for the children, but would like to keep cases as low as possible in the run-up to
Christmas, so that we can enjoy all of the usual events in school in the last few weeks of term.
The pupils have all enjoyed coming to school wearing striped and spotty clothing for Children in
Need Day today. They also enjoyed the generous donations of cakes at morning break which as all
helped raise money for this worthwhile cause. Thanks to all of you for supporting us in this.
Mr Turull
Girls Football

Well done to our girls’ football team who represented the school so
well at the local Girls’ Football Tournament this week. The team
played 3 matches against other local schools and played with great
enthusiasm. It was a delight to see their confidence and skills grow
with each match. Although we didn’t win any matches, the team is
keen to play some other fixtures, so watch this space…

Traffic
Class 4 have written to the local MP Mr Rees-Mogg about the issues
we are currently facing with traffic around the school. Their letters
focused on the details of some recent ‘near misses’ we have had
reported, and the children then came up with some very sensible
ideas about calming traffic in the area including improved signage,
repainting some ‘slow’ warnings and more PCSO presence. We await his response.
Mr Dix

CAKE SALE IN THE PLAYGROUND
AFTER SCHOOL TODAY - WE WILL
LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH WE
HAVE RAISED IN NEXT WEEK’S
NEWSLETTER

This Week’s Ace Learners

Frankie - Reception
Fletcher W - Year 1
Tabby C - Year 2
Fleur C - Year 3
Josh G - Year 5
Seb R - Year 5
Roise S - Year 6

Bea R - Year 2
Arran J - Year 3
Mollie S - Year 3
Elias P - Year 4
Finlay A - Year 4
Mya - Year 4
Liv T - Year 5
Quinn J - Year 6

Josh W - Reception
Ella W - Reception
Amelia J - Year 1
Owen A - Year 3
Fin M - Year 4
Archie M - Year 5
Isabella W - Year 6

Notices
●
●

●

●

●
●

Clubs - all clubs are running as usual next week.
Christmas Dinner - ParentPay has been amended to show the Christmas Dinner Options which the
kitchens have made available on Wednesday 15th December. The previous options for this day have
been cancelled. It would be appreciated if you could log on and make your child’s choice for this day.
For those new to the school; we celebrate all together in the village hall wearing our christmas
jumpers for this occasion. Those who do not want a cooked school meal can bring a packed lunch.
National Child Measurement Programme for Reception & Year 6 - please see the email sent home.
If you do not wish for your child to take part, please let the Screening Coordinator know (details on
page 3 of the correspondence) in writing or email by Tuesday 23rd November.
Open Day - if you know anyone who has a child starting school next year, then please let them know
that we are holding our school open morning on Wednesday 24th November 9:30-11:30am. Please
call or email the office to register.
St. John’s Church - Sunday Service Link can be found here.
Terracycle Crisp Packet recycling - another 16kg of crisp packets has
recently been sent off which will help towards costs of items needed
in school.

Friends of Farrington Gurney School
The Christmas trail around the village is planned to return this year! We will soon put the call out on
Facebook for anyone who wants to put up a display to keep this known so we can create a trail map. If you
are not on Facebook, you can email fofgs@hotmail.co.uk if you want to take part. We will be planning on
offering refreshments on Sunday 19th December so save the date!
Don’t forget, there are some really easy ways we can fundraise:
If you’re shopping on Amazon this Christmas make sure you go through Amazon Smile and set your charity
to ‘Friends of Farrington Gurney School’ for us to receive a donation from all purchases.
PHOTOBOOKS:
If you are planning on creating photo books and can order through:
https://easyphotobook.uk/primaryschools-2/ you can raise some money for FOFGS.
A4 photobooks up to 50 pages, normal price £18.99 but only £16.99 with the code, including delivery. £8.50
from each photo book sold using the code goes straight to FoFGS.
Use this code when placing an order: txn88p (or just search for Farrington Gurney School).
All of this fundraising goes straight back into projects at the school and enrichment activities for the children,
such as being able to fund the pantomime tickets for the children, so thank you for your support.

Farrington’s Thought for the Week by Mr Marvin
I’ve noticed something that has been happening around the middle of November for about the
last 10 years. There have always been Christmas adverts and we might even discuss and debate
when the first one will be on the television and whose it will be. But more recently there has been
a “next generation” of Christmas adverts that seem to be upping the ante when it comes to
advertising.
Although some of these adverts were made before, I think a big
turning point was in 2014, with the centenary of the First World War.
One supermarket produced an advert which focused on the
football match in the trenches and it was more of a “mini-film”
rather than an advert for the shop. In fact it didn’t really have much
to do with what the supermarket was selling, but seemed to be
creating an experience and an emotion that would hopefully
encourage the viewer to shop with them rather than their
competitors, because of the advert's impact.
Since that point, it has become a bit of a cliché. ‘”I wonder what
the ‘such and such’ Christmas advert will be like this year,” or
“Have you seen ‘so and so’s’ Christmas advert?” or “I really like
‘this supermarket’s’ advert, but I think I prefer ‘this
supermarket’s’ one.”

their side.

It’s as if each shop is trying to outdo each other. They’re now
even including well known actors and popular songs to make
their advert more impressive. Some of them even try to
incorporate well known Christmas stories to get the viewers on

I suppose when it comes to Christmas shopping, the
supermarkets (and other well known shops) are in real
competition with each other, to try and make us buy our
stuff from them.
Whether they make us laugh or cry, these adverts are
trying to produce an emotion. Research on advertising
shows that the emotional response to an advert will
influence our intention to buy and this influence is much
greater than the ad’s content itself. When we are
emotionally involved, there is a connection of some sort and this will
often make us “like” the supermarket or shop more than we did before.
My nearest large supermarket is often busy and I really dislike shopping
there, but their Christmas advert this year made me laugh out loud and I
loved the tagline (‘this Christmas, nothing’s stopping us), so will this
encourage me to shop there? And I challenge you to watch the
Christmas advert from our leading ‘health and beauty retailer’ without
shedding a tear. Will I get some of my gifts from them?

One of this year’s adverts tells the story of a miserable
character who goes on an adventure at Christmas and
finds the true meaning of happiness. Does it turn out to
be having all the right gifts? Is it having all your friends
and family with us? Is it even buying all the right food
from the right supermarkets? No, it’s none of these. ‘For
you to be happy, you need to be kind.’ This same
supermarket is donating 1.8 million meals to families in
need this Christmas and is also raising money to support
Barnardos, so they are putting their money where their
mouth is.
Now whether that supermarket is the best place to buy food from or not, I think the message is
clear. Although Christmas is a time to indulge and to ask for presents, hoping that we will get the
stuff we want, surely Christmas is more about giving than getting.
In the book of Acts, we are told that Paul is talking to a group of leaders from Ephesus just before
he leaves them to travel back to Jerusalem. He is reminding them of the example he has shown
them and he quotes from something Jesus is believed to have said.
‘In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” ‘ (Acts 20:35)
In the middle of all the busyness and preparations, with things hopefully being more normal than
they were last year, let’s try and remember these words. Let’s try and remember why we are doing
all this.

