St Mary’s CofE Primary School

“ean do all things”
Living Together, Learning Forever, Loving God'e Creation

Friday 22"¢ May 2026

Newsletter 11

Our core Christian Values: Compassion, Koinonia (Community), Courage, Creativity, Service, Truthfulness

A Bee-utiful Success: Our First
World Bee Day!

What an incredible week we've had! Our inaugural World Bee Day
celebration was a resounding success, and our school grounds have

been transformed into a vibrant, buzzing sanctuary. Thanks to your
overwhelming generosity and spirit, we are proud to announce that we are
now officially a “Friend of the Bee"” school!

On Wednesday, the school was a sea of “Bee Bright” colours. From striking
black-and-yellow stripes to every shade of a wildflower meadow, the
children looked fantastic. The energy was electric as they learned about
honey production and discovered just how much of the food on our plates
depends on our fuzzy, winged friends.

The Great Plant-Out

The response to our request for pollinating plants was simply staggering.
On Thursday, our young gardeners got their hands dirty during The Big
Plant-Out. Thanks to your donations of Lavender, Salvia, Sedum and many
more, we have successfully created a permanent “Nectar Café” that will
provide food for local pollinators for years to come.

For those who brought in delicious treats for the PTA bake sale - thank you!
The proceeds are already being “cross-pollinated” back into the garden to
purchase even more hardy perennials.

Special Guests: The Bee Experts

A massive highlight of the celebration was our visit from local experts. A
special thank you goes to Mr. and Mrs. Boyd, who brought the world of
beekeeping to life.

The children were mesmerized by the beekeeping gear, and the
opportunity to learn directly from experts made the day truly
unforgettable. Seeing the equipment up close gave our students a genuine
appreciation for the hard work that goes into every jar of honey and the
care required to look after a hive.

House Points Winners

Huge congratulations to Emerald
House! After a tight run competition
and a recount on Friday, they emerged
as our House Point winners. They
celebrated with a non-uniform day on
the last day of term.

Attendance Winners

Well done to our weekly attendance
champions, each week the class

with the highest class attendance is
rewarded with an extra afternoon
playtime and they get to keep the
trophy in their classroom for the week!

Week 27 Eagles
Week 28 Foxes
Week 29 Eagles

MOMENTS MATTER,
ATTENDANCE COUNTS.

How are we doing?”

96.96%
96.27°%
95.54°%
9540%
e 45%
93.99%
95.5%

Badgers
Eagles

Foxes

Lions

Rabbits
Ducklings
Whole School

*Class attendance percentages for this academic year so far
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Outside Achievements

Our St. Mary'’s children truly shine in everything they do!

Christian Values Awards '0‘

The children recognised for demonstrating our
Christian Values during term 1:

Compassion Anjaleena A, Maggie M

Service Daisy V, Sophia B, Ray J, Jacob
F, Aidan B, Bella M

Living Our Values: Service in Action
Extended Collection for The Nest Project (Until the End of Term 6)

A huge thank you to our wonderful St Mary’s community for making our recent collection for The Nest Project
such a resounding success! Your generosity has provided a vital boost at a time when their supplies were
significantly depleted.

Following requests from parents, carers, and visitors who still wish to contribute, we are delighted to announce
that we are extending our collection point until the end of Term 6.

A Reminder About The Nest Project

The Nest Project provides a lifeline to vulnerable families, ensuring they have the basics required to create a safe
and stable environment for their children. They provide everything from clothing to baby equipment, but their
current focus is on essential toiletries- the everyday items that many of us take for granted but are often out of
reach for families in crisis.

How can you help? We are collecting new and unused toiletry items. Please drop any donations at our
designated collection point in the school.

Current "Wish List"

The Nest Project has a specific need for the following items:
e Bath Care: Baby or children’s shampoo and body wash.
* Dental Care: Children’s toothpaste and toothbrushes (ages 0-5).

* Nappy Changing: Nappies (sizes 3-7), sensitive baby wipes, and
nappy cream/Sudocrem.

Why "Service" Matters

At St Mary’s, our value of Service is inspired by the example of Jesus,
who taught us that "whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me"
(Matthew 25:40).

By donating these items, our children are learning that service is not just an idea, but a practical way to show love
and compassion to our neighbors. Through these small acts, we work together to build a more supportive and
nurturing community.

If you would like to access toiletries and resources from The Nest, they now deliver to Timsbury and would be
happy to support families in need of these essentials.

Find out more on their website: https://www.thenestproject.co.uk/
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Headteacher’'s Award

Congratulations to all the children who received a
Headteacher Award - keep up the great work!

Class Wk27 Wk28 Wk29
Ducklings Theeyaa Sophia Ray
Rabbits Joshua Rubie Olly
Badgers Vinnie Esme George
Foxes Evelyn Bonnie Beatrix
Lions Tiffany Louie Rafe

Eagles Molly Sienna Sydney

Walk to School Week - 18-22nd May

We were thrilled to take part in Walk to School Week this week
supported by the charity Living Streets. The Eco Team took charge of
promoting this around the school and it was fantastic to hear from so
many children who walked, wheeled, scooted or did park and stride on
their journeys to and from school.

Thank you to all the parents and carers who made this possible. The
children learned about the important reasons to have an active journey
when coming to school such as for your physical and mental health
through being in the fresh air and doing exercise, the importance of
road safety and how by reducing the numbers of cars on the road we
can all feel and be safer in our journey. Also, the sustainability benefits for the planet by reducing the amount of
fuel and energy being used in our journeys. Eco Team Members Ronnie and Aidan said that “We should all do
active journeys more regularly because walking and cycling is good for your mental and physical health. Also,
by doing more active journeys, we can reduce the amount of fuel that cars are using.”

Hedgehogs e’—\

Class News:

What a Busy Term in Hedgehog Class!

We have had a wonderful time diving into all things Spring.

From the muddy fun of mini-beast hunts to the quiet patience

of planting and watering our seeds, the children have truly
embraced the season. A highlight for everyone was watching our
ducklings hatch - it was a magical way to bring the concept of
life cycles to life! We also got creative making vibrant artwork to
celebrate World Bee Day.

In addition to our nature studies, we've been focusing on Oral
Hygiene. We've discussed the importance of brushing and
how to keep our smiles healthy. We hope the toothbrushes and
toothpaste sent home help continue those great habits!

Team Hedgehogs




Ducklings @ - \
Class News:

We come to the end of a wonderful term in Duckling. Our topic of Growth
and Life Cycles has inspired so much learning and exploration. | think

you will agree with how amazing their class assembly was this week. | am
so proud of everyone and their confidence and love of learning shined
through. Many of you attended our bee themed parent and carer workshop. The
children looked lovely in their bright and colourful clothes. Thank you for all of your
donations of plants and cakes to celebrate World Bee Day. The children were very
excited to meet the beekeeper and see the hive of bees working away. We look
forward to planting some of the plants in Ducklings outside area.

The children have enjoyed reading the Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Tiny Seed
by Eric Carle. We have been writing descriptive sentences and our classroom display
is blooming with colour and information.

In Maths, we have been exploring shape and pattern and enjoyed the creative
activities. The children are able to state which shape is the odd one out, using their
reasoning skills and developing their vocabulary.

In PE, the children have developed their team work skills. They have become confident to change direction and
follow the rules of the game. They have enjoyed the different topics that have taken them all around the world.

Wishing you all a happy holiday. As the weather is warming up, please ensure your child returns to school with
appropriate sun protection and water bottle. We look forward to our Animals topic next term and will soon be
sending out details of our school trip to Noah's Ark Zoo Farm in the Summer term. See you next term.

Mrs Gillard
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Rabbits

[—
Class News:

It has been a short term filled with fun learning and lots of
exciting events.

In English, we have been writing instructions on how to make a
rocket. We first built our own rockets using toilet tubes and other
materials. We then wrote instructions by using questions, lists and
imperative verbs.

In Maths, we have started our unit on multiplication and division.
We have learned our 2s, 5s and 10s. We have also been exploring
making equal groups, adding equal groups and making arrays.

In RE, we have been learning all about Judaism. We have really
enjoyed learning about the different Jewish festivals. We have
been exploring Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Bat and
Bar Mitzvah. Our favourite lesson was exploring the festival of
Rosh Hashanah where we got to try the apples and honey.

Finally, we really enjoyed World Bee Day. We had so much fun
seeing the bees and even trying on the bee keeper outfit. It was
wonderful to see so many great costumes and bright colours.
Thank all for donating plants and cakes!

Have a fantastic half term everyone!
Mrs Roberts & Miss Tolfree
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Badgers have had a fantastic last
couple of weeks to finish off the
term! They have all been working
incredibly hard, and it has been
wonderful to see their hard work
paying off.

| have been so impressed with
the progress the children have
made in writing this term.
Everyone in Badgers has made
great improvements in both
their handwriting and their use
of key writing skills. The children
wrote some brilliant instructions
about how to fall asleep, using
time connectives and imperative
(bossy) verbs.

In Maths, Badgers have enjoyed
learning about statistics. They
have been practising how to read

and create their own tallies and
pictograms.

This week, the children also
enjoyed learning all about

bees for World Bee Day. They
had a fantastic time meeting a
beekeeper and even got to try on
some beekeeping equipment and
look closely inside a hive.

In Art, we have been exploring
maps. The children created prints
showing their route to school
and used these to make abstract
designs.

| hope all of the Badgers have a
well-deserved break before we
welcome our new members next
term!

Miss Heath

—

Foxes

Class News:

It's been a busy end of term with
a lot of fun happening in Foxes. In
Science, we have been learning
about animals including humans
and concluded the topic with a
parent workshop where we made
a "bionic” hand. The hand was
designed to move like a real
hand with straws, tape and string
showing how bones, joints and
tendons work together to help

us move. Huge thanks to all the
parents who came along and
helped us with this project.

In English, we have enjoyed writing
instructions on how to make a
magical potion. This has required
the use of a range of grammar
features and the Foxes have come
up with some weird and wonderful
concoctions!

In Maths, we took our learning
outside and learnt how to read
and plot co-ordinates on a grid

and also had a go at orienteering.
Using our map reading skills, the
Foxes had to locate various cards
placed around the Forest School
area and then work in teams to
successfully complete a series of
Maths challenges. The contest was
extremely close with only a few
points between the teams.

Finally, in Music, we have been
learning about Jazz music and
had to compose a Jazz motif to
the tune “Oh When the Saints go
Marching in.” A motif is a short
snippet of music that repeats
throughout the tune. We then
performed our compositions

in front of each other using a
glockenspiel.

Well done for another great term
Foxes!

Mrs Brown
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We have really enjoyed the final couple of weeks of Term 5,
during which there have been a range of different activities
which have provided much fun.

This has particularly been the case in our Music lessons where
we have been learning all about looping and remixing. A remix
is a new version of an existing piece of music that has been
altered with effects. We investigated how this had been done
by a composer who had turned Beethoven into ‘Beathoven’by
using remixing techniques such as looping, adding drums and
changing the tempo. We learnt how to play ‘Somewhere Over
The Rainbow’ on the glockenspiels before creating our own
remixes of this song by repeating fragments and playing these
loops over a backbeat. We have also really enjoyed using
Music Lab Song Maker to create remixes on the computer.

In PE this term, we have been developing our football skills. In
particular, we have been focussing on sending and receiving
under pressure, moving into space and applying defending
tactics as a team. It is always great to take full advantage of our
wonderful school field - and some lovely sunny weather too!
We also had a visiting Sports Coach who worked with us on
our athletics skills. We had a lot of fun developing a range of
skills involving running, jumping and throwing.

Mr Daniels

Eagles
Class News:

Wow! Another term is almost over
and we are now heading towards the
final term for Year 6. After working
incredibly hard running up to SATs
week, Eagles proved that their
determination and hard work had
paid off. As their teacher, | could not
be prouder of each and every one of
them.

SATs week was such a success, with
every child making it into school

for SATs breakfast—the bacon
sandwiches were a massive hit!

This enabled Eagles to come into
school with a calm attitude before
undertaking their SATs papers, all of
which they took in their stride while
showing their very best.

Even though SATs week is over, we
are still working hard on our writing.
In the final week of term, we have
been busy writing poems based on
the fantastic book ‘The Final Year’
by Matt Goodfellow. Eagles have
been working on their understanding

of figurative language and how to
create imagery in the reader’s head.
They are so fantastic that some will
be performed at our Year 6 Leavers
Service in July.

In Art, the children have been
enjoying a unit linked to
photography. They have been

using proportion to create art in a
photorealistic style. Through this
concept, they have recreated the
famous painting The Scream, which
was created by Norwegian artist
Edvard Munch. This unit was planned
and taught by Miss Tolfree, but | was
certainly blown away by the skill the
children used to create such fantastic
work.

As we head towards Term 6, | would
like to take this opportunity to thank
all the parents and carers for their
support when preparing for SATs.

The hard work is not over yet, but we
certainly have a lot to look forward to!

Miss Woods
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Making a Splash in the
Forest School!

We are thrilled to be continuing from our Term 5 success
with even more exciting developments in our outdoor
spaces!

A massive thank you goes out to Chris - Tommy'’s Dad, for
his incredible hard work and enthusiasm during his recent
visit to our school. Chris generously donated an entire day
of volunteering to help us reclaim the Forest School pond
and the progress he made is absolutely fantastic!

We would also like to extend a huge thank you to Chris's
employer. It is wonderful to see a company so committed
to giving back to the community by allowing their staff the
time to support local projects like ours. We certainly put
that time to good use!

Join the ‘Forest School Tidy Up’

While Chris gave the pond project a brilliant jump-start,
there is still plenty of "outdoor magic" to be done to
build on our Term 5 achievements. We are continuing
our Forest School Tidy Up as a regular weekly event
throughout Term 6 and we would love your help to keep
the momentum going.

Whether you are a parent, carer, grandparent, or extended
family member, please consider joining us to help tidy and
enhance our outdoor space.

®  When: Every Thursday
¢ Time: 1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Flexible Volunteering: Every Minute Counts

Don’t worry about making a long-term commitment. This
is a drop-in style event - feel free to join us whenever you
can, even if it's only for twenty minutes! Every little bit of
help makes a world of difference for the children’s outdoor
adventures.

If you have your own gardening tools you're happy to use,
bringing them along is a huge bonus!

We can't wait to see you in the Forest School soon!

A note about safeguarding...

If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety
and wellbeing of our pupils, please contact the
school office and ask to speak to our Designated
Safeguarding Lead, Mr Thomson, or any of our
Deputy Safeguarding Leads, Safeguarding Leads
Miss Woods, Mrs Purnell & Mrs Parsons.

The safety of our young people is the
responsibility of us all.

During the school holidays if you have a concern
about a child, please contact BANES Social Work
Services

You can raise your concerns in any of the following

ways:

e Call our Children’s Social Work Services on
01225 39 61 11 or 01225 47 79 29 (weekdays,

8.30am to 5pm, except Fridays when we're
closed from 4.30pm)

* Drop into the Keynsham One Stop Shop and
ask for the duty children's social worker

e Discuss your concerns with someone who
works with children and families: Health visitor,
Social worker, School nurse or Teacher

e Out of office hours
- If you think a child is in immediate danger
please BANES Emergency Duty Team on
01454 61 51 65

Tell us immediately about any of the following and
open the relevant option for details on how to
report your concern:

e Achild is suffering significant harm

* You want to protect a child from abuse or
serious neglect

* You feel the child requires urgent or short-
term care (acute services)

Or you can contact the NSPCC
NSPCC Contact Us
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PTA News

What a busy buzzy week we've had!
We want to say a huge thank you to
everyone who has been involved
with our planting project. We've had
some really beautiful plants donated
and the first of our new flower beds
is coming together nicely. The
children had lots of fun planting and ===="
will be helping to take care of the |
flower beds to keep them looking
vibrant and buzzing with life!

—

The bake sale was also a big
success and with so many
delicious cakes, we were able
to run it for 2 days! The funds
= raised will be spent on
ot ) additional planting equipment
to brighten up all areas of the
school grounds

e June 5" - Pre-loved Uniform Sale

o June 17" - Sports Day Refreshments

e July 3" - Non-Uniform Day to raise donations for the
Summer Fayre

e 10" July - Summer Fayre

If youre having a clear out over the holidays, we're collecting
pre-loved school uniform from Monday 1* June in time for the
sale on Friday 5™ June - bring it to the PTA or school office.

As always, we would appreciate any extra volunteers for the
Summer Fayre, so if you or family members are able to be an
extra pair of hands or have specific skKills that we could utilise,
please do get in touch - stefmills@aol.com or 07790778453
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Thought of the Week
‘Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of honour. Many of
Levi's fellow tax collectors and other guests also ate with them.’ (Luke 5:29)

In our society, we often place a lot of
value on celebrating. Sometimes this is
for something of real importance - a
birthday, a wedding, the birth of a child.
Sometimes the celebration isn't for any
great event - celebrating a sunny day,
reaching the end of the working week,
sometimes getting to the end of a
difficult day!

There are several examples of
celebration in the Bible. In the Old
Testament, there were seven annual festivals which after the Jews went into exile increased
to ten. Every week, Jews would also celebrate the Sabbath by having a special meal on Friday
evening and many Jews still celebrate Shabbat to this day.

As we move into the New Testament, these festivals were still marked and celebrated - many
of these Jesus celebrated himself. But there are also other examples of Jesus celebrating.
When Matthew (Levi) decided to follow Jesus, he was invited to eat with Matthew and his
friends. When Zacchaeus changed his ways and decided to pay back the people he had
cheated, Jesus invited himself to eat at his house. Jesus and his disciples also famously
attended a wedding in Cana and he even helped out with the wine! In the parable of the
Prodigal Son, the father throws a massive party when his son finally returns.

Many of us have an extra day to enjoy this weekend. This doesn’t happen very often in our
country so it is worth taking the opportunity to celebrate. One of the main reasons we have
this bank holiday at the end of May is because of Whit Monday, a traditional Christian holiday
celebrating Pentecost which was supposed to happen 50 days after Easter. Because the date
kept changing, the government - L

decided to fix it as the last
Monday in May in 1971.

Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the
guest of honour. Many of Levi's fellow tax collectors and
But the end of May also marks the | other guests also ate with them.'(Luke 5:29)
beginning of Summer and it's '

usually the time when the
weather improves and we can

enjoy being outside more.

Whatever the reason, let's take
the opportunity, if we can, to
enjoy an extra day and seeitas a
reason to celebrate - celebrate
family, celebrate summer,
celebrate life.

Paul Marvin
MNSP Christian Distinctiveness Lead
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Dates for your Calendar - Summer Term 5/6

pate vt

01.06.26 Start Of Term 6

02.06.26 New Reception Class Parent Meeting 5.30pm
03.06.26 Year 6 Fundraiser

04.06.26 Year 6 Fundraiser

05.06.26 NSPCC Childhood Day - Move A Mile

10.06.26 PGL Residential Meeting 3.15pm - Eagles
11.06.26 Parent Workshop 9.00am - Ducklings

11.06.26 SS Great Britain Trip - Badgers

]282%2 i Mendip Residential Trip - Years 3&4

16.06.26 QUAD KIDS - Years 5&6

17.06.26 Sports Day

18.06.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Eagles

24.06.26 Noah'’s Ark Trip - Ducklings and Rabbits
25.06.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Badgers

30.06.26 Parent Workshop 2.00pm - Lions

30.06.26 Parent Assembly & Workshop 9.00am - Rabbits
30.06.26 Year 6 Performance 6:00pm - Parents and Carers
01.07.26 Year 6 Performance 2:00pm - Parents and Carers
02.07.26 Shuffle Up Day

03.07.26 Non-Uniform: Bring Something For The Summer Fayre
?88;%2 i PGL Residential Trip - Eagles

06.07.26 Parent Workshop 9.00am - Foxes

10.07.26 Non-Uniform: Rainbow Day

10.07.26 Summer Fayre

14.07.26 Nursery Leavers Event - Hedgehogs

15.07.26 Volunteers Brunch

15.07.26 Party In Pavilion - Reading

16.07.26 Leavers Service In The Church

17.07.26 Last Day Of Term 6

20.07.26 School Closed - Inset Day

21.07.26 School Closed - Inset Day
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I.G Sports Coaching,,,

VENUE ACTIVITIES

DRAGONFLY LEISURE

KIDS CLUB

WRITHLINGTON 26TH > 29™ MAY 2026

KNOBSBURY LANE
RADSTOCK

BATH
BA3 3NQ

FOOTBALL CAMP
28™ MAY 2026

IN ASSOSICATION BOOK
WITH ONLINE

< “~-."_.-_.:'.—’)

@EFi@F-EN-“A”WEEK
SUMMER WORKSHOP ,;

Singing | Dancmg | Acting
3<_7" Aug

Stagecoach Midsomer Norton is the perfect way to enjoy the
school holidays through the wonderful world of acting, singing and
dancing. Young people make new friends, build confidence, learn
new skills and work towards an impressive and fully costumed
performance on the final day.

Venue: Welton Primary School
6 - 16yrs: 10am - 4pm | £160 (Siblings £120) £185 after June T
4-6 yrs: 9:50am - 12:30pm | £85 (Siblings £60) £100 after June F

Early Bird Price
Ends Ist June!!!

-« Sulis
Scrpions

The sessions are open for non-members, so please bring a
friend or sibling, spread the word!
Just email: info@sulisscorpions.co.uk to sign up

w/c May 25 2026 Half Term Fun

Our Libraries are closed on Monday 25 May as it's a bank holiday and we'll be
open again as usual from Tuesday 26 May

t Fresh Fringe Family Festival

Tuesday 26 May

« Drama workshop for children aged 7-10 (improvisation, games and creative play)
- “Speedy"” puppet show (story about racing snails and sibling rivalry)

During the week
+ Family poetry and performance sessions with John Hegley and Suzi Corker
(storytelling, music and creative activities)
« Interactive spoken word workshop with Caleb Simon (inspired by science and
space)

Thursday 28 May
+ Zine workshop for ages 11+ (create a mini magazine using writing, poetry and
artwork)

visit https://bathfringe.co.uk/ for details

will all have craft areas set up to pop in and use for free
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ABRILLIANTS

May Half Term at The Roman Baths

Have a blooming brilliant day out at The Roman Baths:
Follow a brand-new family trail

Take part in interactive challenges  @SNTEETTG b
Get crafting admission ticket
Play ancient games

Meet the Roman goddess Flora Find out more

Free Roman Baths admission for Discovery Card holders*
*Valid with BENES Residents’ Discovery Card

©fd D

#
o

( "TWO AWESOME CAMPS

\/‘ ONE EPIC LOCATION )
WILD CAMP ¥ The

fovwildheﬂs

o KSDS

at its heart, for ages 4-11

Ba kicl: e blayiallday = always lad KlNGD L :';
at your chlld wants to do, forever inventing e |

" and g engaging, fun experi ansuowmzm
— wacky gal "flnﬂ.atablss, disco paﬂf’ 5, messy PlDY: ts,
skills, talent toys galore, and more! Get outside —  trees,
ams, build dens, hunt for treasure, make b and m, wands!
y ke hbiaich,

FLEXIBLE PRICING FROM £36 PER DAY | 8.45AM - 5PM | OFSTED REGISTERED
THE PARAGON SCHOOL, BATH, BA2 4LT | EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS

BOOK NOW - SUPERPIRATES.CO.UK

Victoria Art Gallery

what's on

May Half Term at

Victoria Art Gallery

e Visit the new Norman Ackroyd exhibition and
enjoy the family trail and sit-on sailing boat

* Create alarge, wild and dreamy landscape
using pen and ink at a Mini Makers art
workshop (£5)

* Make a blue collage seascape inspired by
Norman Ackroyd at a free, drop-in Create
and Colour session

Exhibition tickets free with Discovery Card*
*Valid with B&NES Residents’ Discovery Card

SPORTS CAMPS

~ Tues 26th May
OR

wgg Thurs 28th May

OR
BOOKINOW!

Fri 29th May

wwwiignite:sport.coiuk
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