Christmas Tree
We were delighted to take delivery of a lovely Christmas tree
kindly donated by our friends at Farrington Farm shop. Andy
delivered the tree and, within an hour, the Year 6 children had
decked it out with tinsel and baubles. Many thanks to the farm
shop for this generous offer. The tree will be sold off to the
highest bidder with proceeds going to the Friends of Farrington
Gurney School’s fund. To place your bid, email the office - the
tree needs to be collected on the last day of term.
Doodlemaths
The Winter Calendar is now live, a seasonal challenge where
your child can unlock festive rewards by Doodling daily!
Between the 1st and 24th of December, encourage your child to
complete an x-a-day exercise each day in DoodleMaths to
unlock a calendar door. Can anyone at Farrington open all 24?
Christmas Art Day
The school slipped
seamlessly into Christmas
on Monday (although it
wasn’t quite December!)
when all children across
the school had a
wonderfully creative time
on our annual Christmas
Art Day. Paint, glitter, glue,
tinsel, pipe cleaner - what
else could you want on a
Monday! The children are
also creating Christmas cards for members of the wider community
who may be living alone or have no family of their own - some of the
comments added to the card were very touching.
Netball
It was a rather cold afternoon at Somervale when our netball team played against Clutton on
Wednesday. The team of 6 girls and 3 boys competed against a talented Clutton side who
had the advantage of having a lunchtime netball club currently running. Although we were
outscored, we did manage to score twice ourselves with Quinn and Seb managing to get the
ball through the hoop. Again, a pleasure to be able to get another team out to inspire them
to keep fit and active. Thank you to Mr Sloggett for coaching the team.
Traffic Letters
Class 4 were delighted to receive individual letters
from Mr Rees-Mogg last week regarding their
concerns over traffic issues in the village. He told
them that although this issue was beyond his remit as
an MP, he would alert the relevant people at BaNES
about their concerns. Hopefully we will hear from
them soon with their thoughts on the subject.
Mr Dix
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COVID update - We have had no new cases this week among pupils or staff.
Breakfast Club - ParentPay is now ready for you to make your bookings for Term 3 (DEADLINE: Thur
30th December)
Christingle - the children have received a Christingle Collection Candle from St. John’s Church. The
candles are in hope that you will be able to donate your loose change and join them at the service on
Christmas Eve at 3pm. Alternatively you can return the candle to school before the end of term.
Christmas Jumper Day -This will be on Wednesday 15th December with a suggested donation of £1
for Save the Children. Children can wear a festive jumper instead of their school jumper/cardigan.
Clubs - Games & Cross Country clubs are cancelled due to the Pantomime. Multi sports is cancelled
due to the Class 4 Trip on Monday. The fee will be credited against a future club next term.
Clubs Term 3 & 4 - The letter for you to choose clubs for Terms 3 & 4 was emailed to you earlier this
week. Please return to the office by Wednesday 15th December.
Dinner Menu for Term 3 - the current menu will continue for Term 3, starting on week 1. ParentPay is
ready for you to make your choices (DEADLINE: Thurs 30th December) and it would be helpful if you
completed this for the whole term.
EcoWild Term 3 - Class 3 will be enjoying EcoWild on a Wednesday next term. Please return your
permission slips as soon as possible.
National Child Measurement Programme for Year 6 - is scheduled for 19th January in the morning.
Poppy Appeal - Our school raised an incredible £190.01 this year (amazing).
St. John’s Church - Sunday Service Link can be found here.
Swimming Term 3 & 4 - It is Class 4s turn to swim next term. Please return your permission slips as
soon as possible.

CHRISTMAS UPDATE
The Class 1 and 2 Outdoor Nativity will take place at 2:30pm on Monday 13th December on the
school playground. Due to the amount of people attending we will have to limit this to two visitors
per family. All attendees will need to wear a mask while on site, unless exempt. The gate to the
playground will be opened at 2:20pm.
Carols by Candlelight will be from 6:00pm to 7:00pm in the playground as in previous years. This is
aimed at Key Stage 2 children, but EYFS/Key Stage 1 children can also attend.
Finally children can bring in Christmas cards from next Monday if they wish to give them to their
friends. Each class has their own postbox this year after some very kind donations.

Friends of Farrington Gurney School
Farrington Gurney Christmas Trail - We are hoping more houses will get involved with this trail to make it a
festive event to bring the community together and spread some Christmas cheer! Please let me know but
Sunday 5th December if you want to be included on the trail map - all window decorations welcome so use
your imagination! Once trail maps are available we will let you know where you can collect them.
We hope to be able to have a refreshments stall selling tea, coffee and hot chocolate as well as cakes and
bakes at St John's Church between 4-6pm on Sunday 19th December, alongside a bottle raffle and any
remaining ‘Guess the name of the Teddy’ entries.
Guess the name of the Teddy - We will be running a ‘Guess the Name of the Teddy’
competition at the outdoor nativity performance (pending confirmation) and will continue
this at the end of the Christmas trail on the 19th December.
Provisional Disco date - 28th January. We have provisionally booked the hall for a
January School Disco. We will share more details once we are clearer after Christmas
about any restrictions.
Thank you for everyone’s support with our events - we are all parents of young children too
and we know that last minute changes to events can be disheartening and upsetting for the
children, but we don’t make decisions lightly - a lot of effort goes into organising these
events and the support from parents and carers at the school is essential in making them
possible.

Community News

Farrington’s Thought for the Week by Mr Marvin
He just stood there waiting. He had been waiting for this moment for such a long time. He always
knew that this moment was going to come, but how do you prepare for something like this? Most
of the time, giving messages was easy. You just had to remember what it was you were meant to
say and get on with it. But this? This was much bigger. This wasn’t just any old message. This was
colossal...monumental… life changing.
As he gathered his thoughts, he considered how he should make his entrance. Should he be
casual? Or should he arrive more formally? He wanted to make sure that she knew how
important this message was. He didn’t want to scare her. The last time he’d brought a message,
he had really caused a fright. Maybe he should be less “showy” this time. It was going to be a fine
balance. He needed to express how special this message was, but without putting the frighteners
on anyone!
While he was lost in this train of thought, she arrived. Although it was dark, the reflected light
from the moon shone down brilliantly on the well, illuminating the place where she was. It was
the middle of the night and she was drawing water; she was obviously disturbed from her sleep.
He had imagined that it would be like this. She looked so serene and peaceful; everything was
panning out for her as was expected. Now things were going to get tricky.
He was about to move forward, but he stopped himself. This was going to be a difficult message
for her. It was going to mean a big upheaval. It was going to mean upset...chaos...rejection. How
were people going to take it? What about her family and friends? How about her betrothed? He
knew he had to approach her, but he waited just a few seconds longer before he dropped the
bombshell. Let her enjoy these last moments of normality.
Sipping the water, she looked around her, clearly seeing the surrounding space as it was bathed
in light from above. Then there was another light, coming from behind her. She turned to see
what looked like a man approaching her. But this was no ordinary man. He appeared to be
shrouded in light and the glare was dazzling.
Shocked, Mary jumped to her feet. There was a clatter as her cup fell to the floor. The man, if he
was a man, was definitely heading her way. She gently stepped away from the well where she
had been sitting and moved slowly back towards the house, all the time facing the approaching
light. She was startled, she was troubled and yet she was curious. She should have been terrified
by the experience, but she wasn’t. She took one more step back and then stood still, a look of
wonder and fascination on her face. Who was this person? What were they doing here?
Now it was time. This was the moment. She was ready to hear what he had to say.
“Good evening!” Gabriel greeted her. “You are full of God’s beauty, you are highly favoured by God
and he is with you.”
Mary was confused by these words and wondered why she was being spoken to like this.
Although it was shocking, it was also wonderful.

“Mary you have nothing to fear,” Gabriel continued. “God has a surprise for you. You will become
pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name Jesus.
He will be great, be called ‘Son of the Highest.’
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David;
He will rule Jacob’s house forever – there will be no end, ever, to his kingdom.”
Now Mary was really confused. “But how?” she spoke up. “I’ve never slept with a man.”
He knew that question was coming. He just hoped she’d understand the answer.
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, the power of the Highest will hover over you;
Therefore, the child you bring to birth will be called Holy, Son of God.
And did you know that your cousin Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is? Everyone called her
barren, and here she is six months pregnant! Nothing, you see, is impossible with God.”
Mary was overwhelmed. She couldn’t put it all together. A baby...the Son of God...Elizabeth
pregnant? It was all too much.
But then she remembered the angel’s words. ‘Nothing is impossible with God’. She knew this. She
knew and believed that he was all knowing and all powerful, but he was also all loving. As she
stood there, she felt his presence wash over her and a wonderful sense of peace and power and
ecstatic joy. This was that moment of conception. It all made sense now. She had been chosen to
bear the messiah, the promised saviour – Jesus, the rescuer.
Mary looked up at the messenger in front of her, beaming with delight.
“Yes, I see it all now: I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve.
Let it be with me just as you say.”
Gabriel smiled back. He’d done it. She
had understood the message and
accepted it and God had performed the
miracle. The most amazing of miracles.
It was time for him to leave. But how
should he go?
Exhilarated, Mary watched as the angel
disappeared, the light extinguishing
instantly before her like a fire being
smothered. She was now surrounded by
darkness, but inside her there was
nothing but light!
(from Luke 1: 26-38)

