We would all like to say a huge thank you to Jake Sloggett, our PGCE student who has been with us
since September. He will be leaving at the end of next week for some time at university, before he
embarks on his final placement at a different school. I have worked with many PGCE students during
my time in education and he is one of the very best, both in his teaching and his dedication to the
role. We will be sad to see him go but wish him good luck with the final elements of his degree. In
February we will look forward to welcoming another PGCE student to our school for the second half
of the year.
You will have heard about the changes to the restrictions across the country and in schools this week.
New guidance has been issued to us which includes face coverings no longer being advised in
school classrooms for staff or visitors and from next Thursday, no longer needed in communal areas
either. We will update you more on this next week.
Mr Turull
Juniors Reading Scheme
We have started to gather a band of volunteers to catalogue every reading book in
the juniors ahead of launching our new reading initiative. We have decided to move
away from Reading Eggs towards a new scheme called Accelerated Reader which
gives the children more closely linked reading books matched to their
comprehension ability. After reading each book, the children will then have a short
quiz, and as they succeed, they move further up the scheme in terms of the difficulty
of the books they read. It is a well-proven scheme for both engagement and
improving children’s reading skills and rate of progress. Please remind your children
to ‘spend’ their rewards within Reading Eggs in the next 2 weeks before they lose
access to the site.
If you are able to lend a few hours in the next 2 weeks cataloguing our reading books,
ahead of our launch, please see me on the gate.
Mr Dix

This Week’s Ace Learners

Paris - Year 2
Bea - Year 3
William - Year 3
Elias - Year 4
Jacob - Year 4
William - Year 5
Quinn - Year 6

Heidi - Reception
Magnus - Reception
Amber - Year 2
Freya - Year 2
Bea - Year 2??
Charlotte - Year 2
Rosie - Year 3
Alfie - Year 5
Will - Year 6
Ornella - Year 6

Ted - Reception
Bertie - Reception
Reuben - Year 1
Millie - Year 1
Esme - Year 1
Georgia - Year 3
Isabel - Year 4
Tabby - Year 2
Freya - Year 5
Ben - Year 5

Notices
●
●

●
●
●

COVID update - We have had no new cases this week among our school community.
Christian Distinctiveness Parental Survey - Please complete the following survey regarding your
views on our Christian offer:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1YowGg17lt37crSxViV6GN3cBj37y6ll3ZPkYTEbqEcY
Clubs - Cross Country club is cancelled on Monday 24th as Mr Dix is at a sporting fixture.
OLD Kitchen pans & utensils - any donations would be appreciated - there is a blue collection box
inside the playground gate.
St. John’s Church - Sunday Service Link can be found here.

Community News
The Radstock Neighbourhood Policing team are holding a “Bike Register” event this Saturday 22nd Jan from
10.30am at Tom Huyton Park, Radstock.
This is an opportunity for members of the public to get their Bicycles registered on a National Data Base for
free.

Friends of Farrington Gurney School
We have the green light for a whole school disco on Friday 28th January, 6-8pm at the village
hall! £3 per child (no charge for adults) pre-school siblings invited.
We will have the bar open for adults, and will be selling sweets, snacks and drinks for the
children-please bring cash for snacks. Parents must stay to supervise their children.
Save the date for the Quiz night on Friday 11th February, more details to follow.
We will have a ‘cakes and bakes’ table at the Village Hall Table Top sale on Sunday 13th
February from 11am. Any keen bakers can drop off homemade or shop bought cakes on Friday
11th February in the outside classroom at school, or at the village hall from Saturday for us to sell
- thanks in advance!
Make sure you join our Facebook page to keep up to date with FOFGS meetings and events
that are planned for the future. If you have any fresh ideas for fundraising please feel free to
send us a message or catch one of us at school drop off or pick up, all suggestions welcome!

Farrington’s Thought for the Week by Mr Marvin
I want to give you a little challenge this week. Can you be intentional?
I have been challenged recently with the need to show my loved ones how much I care by being
intentional. It’s easy to do all the usual stuff, whether it’s preparing food, clearing up after
preparing food, doing all the little jobs around the house, giving lifts or being available if there is a
problem. That’s just the normal stuff and is often necessary for a household to work effectively.
But how about doing something ‘intentionally’ to show that you care.
According to one consulting group, when you are intentional, ‘you choose to make decisions and
take action on what’s important to you’. Now the website goes on to talk about what is important
in your own life, but does that also mean who is important in your life.
It is good to be purposeful with your time, to be clear on the results you want and to be focused
on your goals, but it isn’t until point six that the website mentions relationships. Sometimes we
can be so driven in what needs to be done and the things that need to be achieved by next week
that we forget to be intentional with are families and close friends – those who are nearest and,
let’s not forget, dearest.
Life can wear us down and this can lead to indifference, meaning that those who are most
important to us stop becoming most important. We don’t pay proper attention to them, we stop
being concerned for what matters to them and we go through the motions, not taking time to
show them that they matter. Love is a choice which is on display every day through what we say
and what we do. We need to be more intentional and take time to look at them, look for them
and look out for them.
It may be as simple as making them a drink and spending some time talking about their day and
asking them how they are. It could be that you need to block out some proper time – maybe have
a meal together or go out and do something fun. It might be saying something nice about them;
paying them a complement or possibly buying them a small gift that is significant to them. It
might be making the effort to do something that is important to them, like that house job that
they’ve been asking you to do for months or a job that they might normally do and now won’t
have to. It might just be giving them a hug and showing your affection physically.
1 John is a letter written by Jesus’ disciple to believers who were
struggling at the time. In the third chapter, he says this…
‘Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.’
1 John 3:18
It may be that your loved one is someone who really values you,
paying them a compliment or telling them that you love them. If
this is the case, then it’s ok to show love with words. But
however you show your love and appreciation to those who
matter most to you, remember this week to be intentional about
it.

