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Dear Families & Parents,

As the autumn term concludes, I would like to congratulate our 
students on a busy and successful start to the academic year. 
Their hard work is clearly reflected in our recognition data, with 
over 200,000 reward points amassed since September—more 
than double last year's total. This positive momentum was 
celebrated at our recent events, where over 250 students were 
recognised for meeting our high standards for points and 
attendance. Furthermore, I am delighted to announce Margot 
(Year 7), Frankie (Year 10), and Ena (Year 10) as the first 
recipients of the new Headteacher’s Award for exemplifying our 
core values.

In terms of academic progress, our Year 11 students completed 
their first mock exams in November. While we celebrate those 
who achieved great results, we remind those seeking 
improvement that there are 15 school weeks remaining to 
refocus and access support. Our school’s overall trajectory 
remains exceptionally strong; provisional DfE data for 2025 
confirms that St Dunstan’s achieved some of its best results to 
date, positioning us as one of the highest-achieving schools in 
the Mendip area and well above the national average.

Consistent attendance remains vital, and despite the challenges 
of the flu season, we have seen an overall improvement in 
school attendance this year. Beyond the classroom, our 
dedicated staff have provided a wealth of enrichment 
opportunities, from the Royal Albert Hall concert and The 
Guardian visit to various sports fixtures and Duke of Edinburgh 
schemes. We have also invested significantly in our campus, 
modernising the assembly hall, reception, and PE facilities, while 
improving student life with a new canteen service and 
enhanced safety measures.
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Finally, I would like to thank our tireless PTA for their fundraising 
success, notably our second Silent Disco. 

As we head into the holidays, we send our best wishes to Ms. J 
Grenter and a warm welcome to Ms. J Lindon, Mrs. C Smith, 
and Miss H Smith. Thank you for your continued commitment to 
our school community. I wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
and a successful 2026.

Best wishes

P Balkwill

Headteacher



Key Information

Key Dates

5 January- Inset day. School closed 

22 January- Year 11 Parents evening

28 January-29 January- School Production 

2 February- Year 9 Parents evening and Options Fayre

12 February- Year 10 Parents Evening 

Key Information 

There is a letter outlining key updates for families in advance of 
the new term. Please follow the link below for more information- 

https://www.stdunstansschool.com/all-letters-home.htm

Reports

We have published student reports. These were emailed to 
parents/guardians. They also available on the Arbor Platform via 
the Progress tab. If you require any support please contact the 
school via secretary@stdunstans.mnsp.org.uk and we will be 
more than happy to assist you in your inquiry. 

Inset 

A polite reminder that the school will be closed on Monday 5th 
January. We will reopen on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 

https://www.stdunstansschool.com/all-letters-home.htm
mailto:secretary@stdunstans.mnsp.org.uk


Weekly Attendance Update 

As we come to the end of another busy term, we want to take a moment to 
recognise just how well our students have managed their attendance. This 
term has brought a significant amount of flu and seasonal illness, yet it has 
been fantastic to see how quickly students have returned to school once 
well, showing real resilience and commitment. By coming back promptly, 
they have continued to build strong friendships, reconnect with staff, and 
catch up confidently with their learning. This determination makes a real 
difference, and we are proud of how our students have supported one 
another throughout the term. We wish all our students and families a happy, 
restful and healthy Christmas break.

We would also like to celebrate a brilliant attendance achievement this 
term: 272 students successfully completed a three-week attendance streak. 
It was lovely to be able to recognise their commitment with celebrations 
including lucky dips, Amazon vouchers and plenty of Track points. In 
addition, tutor groups who took part in the Christmas quizzes have now 
received their chocolate prizes — a great example of “being in to win” and 
showing that regular attendance really does pay off.

Another highlight of this term has been the success of our 100% Attendance 
Club across the autumn months. In September, we celebrated an 
impressive 282 students who achieved 100% attendance for the month. This 
grew to an incredible 312 students in October, followed by 242 students in 
November, and we rounded off the calendar year in December with a 
similar number of students reaching this goal. It is a truly amazing 
achievement for so many students to meet the challenging target of not 
missing a single day of school.
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We fully recognise that illness, hospital appointments and other family 
circumstances can sometimes make this impossible, and for some children 
these absences are completely unavoidable. We are very grateful to 
parents and carers for their continued support in ensuring that their child 
attends school for as much of the time as they are physically able to and for 
keeping us up to date with important information.

Looking ahead to the spring term, we know that the “January Blues” can 
sometimes impact attendance. However, with only 12 weeks until Easter — 
and a well-earned week off in February — there is so much to look forward 
to. During these 12 weeks, we will be running three rounds of our 100% 
Attendance Club, giving students three chances to win £10 Amazon 
vouchers. We will also pass the halfway point of the school year, making this 
the ideal time to push attendance even higher so students can enjoy all the 
activities, trips, time with friends, and, of course, their important learning. We 
are really looking forward to welcoming everyone back in January, ready 
for a positive and successful term ahead.



On Track Update 

Organised Equipped, on time, and completing homework 

Neat Smart, well presented books demonstrating 
your best work.

Try hard Trying your hardest and rising to the challenge.

Responsible A role model to others in your appearance, 
actions and words

Active Listening, responding, and participating in 
lessons 

Community Supporting staff and other students to create a 
positive learning environment for all. 

Knowledgeable Knowing key information, concepts and 
terminology for each subject/unit 



Glastonbury Traditions

St Dunstan’s was delighted to come together with 
local primary school pupils, community members and 
dignitaries for the cutting of the Holy Thorn.

This much-loved tradition brought generations 
together in a truly special moment, and we hope 
King Charles enjoys this meaningful Christmas table 
piece.



Christmas Jumper Day

Our school was bursting with festive spirit on Tuesday as 
students and staff arrived in a wonderful display of 
bold, bright, and brilliantly festive Christmas and 
favourite jumpers!

From shimmering glitter and dazzling sparkles, to 
reindeer, Christmas puddings and cheerful Santas, 
every jumper added to the joyful atmosphere across 
our classrooms.

More importantly, the day gave our whole community 
the chance to show generosity by supporting Save the 
Children, helping to make a difference to young lives in 
over 100 countries worldwide.



Christmas Lunches

The smell of Christmas dinner filled the air on 
Wednesday!

With a slight adaptation to the day, all students had 
the opportunity to enjoy their meal with their year 
group, and the canteen was alive with happy 
chatter, Christmas lights and approving noises.

Huge thanks to our fantastic canteen staff for all their 
hard work — it was a real triumph!



Christmas Crafts

On Monday we had Christmas Crafts running over the 
lunch period, where students were invited to create a 
range of items. From Christmas decorations, to cards 
and models, it was a hive of festive activity. In 
addition, students in KS3 art club have been 
decorating candles to give as gifts to loved ones this 
festive season! (Don’t worry, Miss Hart did all the wax 
pouring)



Christmas Carols

The sun was shining on St John's Church last week 
when our students sang carols in the High Street. The 
aim was to bring Christmas joy to the community 
and raise money for charity.

Students sang many Christmas songs from Silent 
Night, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer and The 12 
days of Christmas, with several students singing solos. 
Students performed beautifully and raised over £65 
for a local charity, Promise Works, which is supported 
by the Mayor Cllr Dr Michael White who joined us. 
Promise Works operates in Somerset to provide 1:1 
mentoring for young people for 2 years.

Before returning to school, we visited Burns the Bread 
for a Christmas bakery treat which was very much 
deserved.



Year 11 Celebration Event

St Dunstan’s was delighted to welcome back our Year 
11 leavers last week. This is a year group we are all 
incredibly fond of, and it was wonderful to celebrate 
their hard work and determination once more.

Over the summer, they achieved record-breaking 
results, and we were proud to recognise their 
achievements with a special certificate ceremony.

It was lovely to catch up over coffee and biscuits and 
hear all about the exciting next steps in their journeys.

We wish every one of them the very best for the future 
— they will be sorely missed!



What a term it has been! What a year! It has been a 
joy to see how many students love reading, how many 
talk about books with their friends, how many devour 
books each evening, or escape their troubles in the 
pages of a little piece of magic. 
As we end the year, we wanted to highlight some of 
the most popular books of 2025…

The Heartstopper Series

The Shatter Me Series

The Sad Ghost Club

Five Nights at Freddy’s

The Hunger Games The Cruel Prince
A Good Girl’s 

Guide to Murder



Safeguarding Spotlight

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have been made aware that several titles in the ‘According to 
Humphrey’ series contain a weblink at the back of the book that no 
longer directs people to information about the books. Instead, the link 
has been compromised and now leads to inappropriate and unsafe 
material that should not be accessed by children at any age.

Below are images of some of the front covers in the series to help you 
identify the books should you have any at home. The link can be 
found on the back cover or may be also included on a page inside. 

For clarity and reassurance, we are not aware of any children who 
have accessed this link at our school and have removed copies of the 
book with the weblink from school circulation.

Actions and Next Steps: 

▪ If you have any of these books at home, we advise you to remove 
them immediately or remove the page with the weblink. 

▪ Be extra-vigilant with all children’s books that contain links and 
ensure that they are checked by an adult.

We are grateful for your continued support in working together to 
keep our children safe.



Holiday Activities
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