
We like to fill our school newsletter with good news
stories about things that have been happening
during the week at school, but unfortunately today
I have some sadder news to share with you. After
four years working at the school, our inimitable
Head of School Mr Dix has decided that it is time to
move on.

During this time his impact on the school cannot be
underestimated. As you will know, not only has he
been a fantastic teacher to all of the children in
Years 5 and 6 over the last few years - while also
enjoying teaching a few sessions further down the
school each year - but he has also been driving the
current school vision forward. He has been key in
improving communication between school and
families and I know he will be missed by parents
and carers as much as he will by the children and
staff.

Mr Dix will be with us until the end of Term 6; after
Easter we will be recruiting for a new member of
staff to take on his role. We will make sure we give
him a fantastic Farrington send off in July!

Mr Turull

World Book Day
We celebrated World Book Day today in
school - the children love this day of the
year as can be seen in the photographs
below!

Look out for more photos on our
Instagram account.



The Value of being Agile
Last week we asked for your opinions on how
you feel we have embedded the value of
Compassion since the launch of our new
vision in September. If you have time, please
review the aims below for the school
community to be agile. Feel free to add any
comments on the form HERE

What Agile looks like

Sta� &
Governors

We aim to embrace new challenges and initiatives with
positivity. We take on di�erent roles and are flexible in all

areas of school life. We adapt to situations as they ‘ebb and
flow’. We try to be proactive and forward-thinking and seek

opportunities to spread the good news of the bible to bring a
better and more hopeful world.

Pupils We push ourselves really hard and don’t give up easily. We like
taking on new challenges and know that it is fine to find
things tricky.We adapt to changing environments and

situations.

Parents We can show agility by ‘o�ering our ideas’ and by ‘remaining
open’ and ‘working with the school during times of change’

through ‘clear, timely communication from school and home’’.

Notices
● Clubs - There will be no Welly Walking club or

Microbit Club next week. All other clubs are
running as usual.

● Dance Umbrella - Please pay for your tickets on
ParentPay.

● FSM - HAF Programme details were emailed
home to you yesterday.

● Grassroots Sports Easter half-term holiday
Club information - can be found in the office
foyer.

● Keyboard Lessons - will not be run next week.
● St. John’s Church - Please see here the link to

the weekly church events.
● Year 4 Residential Trip - The final payment for

the trip is now due please (via ParentPay).

Diary Dates

March 2024
Tue 12th Y6 Cross Country - Somervale 4pm
Fri 15th Celebration Assembly 9:00am
Mon 18th Year 6 Residential Week to the Isle of
- Fri 22nd Wight
Tue 26th Dance Umbrella (KS1 Dance

Club and Dolphin Class 6:30pm)
Thu 28th Easter Service (9:30am-10:30am)

End of Term 4

Friends of Farrington Gurney

Volunteering Opportunity
Lifeskills have created a fantastic realistic village which
enabled Farrington Gurney's pupils to learn how to deal
with difficult and potentially dangerous situations, in a
safe and supportive environment. The year 6’s learnt
about road, cyber and railway safety, how to deal with
hazardous scenes set up in kitchens, living rooms and at

a substation. They learnt some basic first aid and
practised making emergency phone calls.

Each year Lifeskills welcome over 10,000 children to the
centre. Lifeskills is based in South Bristol, in the Create
Centre and they are currently looking for volunteers to
help take children on tours. Volunteering at Lifeskills is
really flexible, fun and a great way to learn new skills. If

you’d like to visit the centre and learn more about
volunteering, call; 0117 922 45 11 or email;

volunteer@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_axhB1XCFMLSjUlP-2woJrnyy4ApYbNnUPWecL6kNp4/edit
https://mailchi.mp/b822b059a909/paulton-benefice-service-update-17619557


Community News



Thought of the Week
‘Shout and cheer, Daughter Zion!

Raise your voice, Daughter Jerusalem!
Your king is coming!

a good king who makes all things right,
a humble king riding a donkey,
a mere colt of a donkey.’

(Zechariah 9:9)

‘Entry Into Jerusalem’ Giotto di Bondone (1305-6)

For the next few weeks, we’re going to take
a look at the Easter story. The event we
often start with is Jesus' entry into
Jerusalem.

In Giotto’s depiction of this scene, Jesus is
shown in profile, which is derived from the
Roman tradition of coinage. It is seen as
the most noble way of presenting a figure.
Jesus is also moving from left to right,
which is the way we are meant to read the
scenes that he painted in the Scrovegni
Chapel. The artist is helping us to move
through the narrative from one scene to
the next, with the different frescoes
depicting the movement of time.

The way that Matthew writes the event in
his gospel clearly points to Jesus being the
Messiah (Matthew 21:1-11). Up until now,
Jesus has often wanted people to remain
silent about him, but now, less than a week
before his death, Jesus is declaring quite
clearly that he is the promised Messiah,
who all the prophecies had written about.

Firstly, he arrives in Jerusalem on a donkey,
a clear fulfilment of a prophecy from the
book of Zechariah, written about 500 years
before his birth. It’s a grand entrance and
people wave palm branches and throw
down their clothes and blankets for him to
walk on. This shows that the people clearly
believe that he is the Messiah and they also
sing out in praise and celebration, again
fulfilling what was written in Zechariah.

So why did Jesus arrive on a donkey? Well
if a king arrived on a horse, it was to
prepare for war. But if a king arrived on a
donkey, it symbolised his arrival in peace.

So, Jesus' arrival into Jerusalem was a clear
sign that he was the Messiah and that he
was also a king. At this point, the crowds
accepted this and worshipped him as their
king and Messiah. His arrival meant he was
coming in peace, but donkeys were also a
symbol of service, humility and suffering.
Jesus arrived in peace, but his arrival also
pointed to his act of humble service on the
cross, where he suffered and died for all.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021%3A1-11&version=NIV

