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House Captains and Playleader training 
We are delighted to announce that all of our Year 6 pupils have been 
awarded the role of House Captains this year. Their letters to the 
Heads of Houses were full of details about how they will lead their 
teams over the year, and we look forward to seeing them in action. 
On Wednesday this week, they also undertook play leader training 
and are planning to set up weekly lunchtime clubs to practise their 
new skills with the other children in the school. 
 

Egyptology Workshop 
On Tuesday this week, Seal Class enjoyed an Egyptology Experience. Throughout the day they had the 
opportunity to explore Egyptian artefacts as well as learning about mummification and hieroglyphs. The 
children in Seal Class said, ‘In the afternoon it got really disgusting. We set up a fake body, Arlo was blindfolded 
and George had a hook to pull out fake organs like the liver, the heart, lungs, the brain, and intestines - wiggly 
thing!’. Miltiadis said that he thought the best part was learning the Egyptian numbers. They were taught great 
ways to remember the hieroglyphs with ten looking like a rainbow, and for the symbol for 10,000 their trick was 
to say, ‘Did you not know I was 10,000 years old!’  
 

Harvest Celebrations 
It was lovely to see so many families in church on Thursday as we did our own Harvest Celebration. Many 
thanks for all the generous donations to Food Cycle. These are going to be delivered to the charity this weekend 
where they will used to provide healthy, free meals to people in need in the community. 
 

Throughout the week all the classes have thoroughly enjoyed visiting the Methodist Church where they have 
been learning about different types of Harvest, from Harvest of the Garden to Harvest of the Sea and how these 
connect to stories from the Bible and Christian teachings. We were particularly impressed by the Harvest Loaf 
and are hoping to get a chance to make one of these ourselves! 
 

Friends of Farrington Gurney School AGM  - Wednesday 14th November 6:30pm 
Please do come along and join us in school on Wednesday evening for our PTA AGM. We would love to see as 
many people as possible - it is a great chance to meet other parents and find out about plans for the year. 
Mrs Geeson and Mr Snell 
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News from the Classes 

 
Turtle Class have been thinking all about Harvest this week.  We have enjoyed the 
story of the Little Red Hen, explored farms and various fruits and vegetables.  We 
were all extremely proud of Turtle Class when they sang Big Red Combine 
Harvester brilliantly at Church yesterday - well done Turtles! 
 
 
 
This week Shark Class have been working really hard on developing writing skills ready 
to create our innovated versions of Mrs Armitage on Wheels. In Maths, Year 1 have 
been using Gattengo charts to count within 100, and Year 2 have placed numbers to 
100 on a number line. We are very proud of Shark Class, as they attended a Harvest 
experience at the Methodist Church on Tuesday with Turtle class, and were brilliant 
throughout our service at St John's Church on Thursday. Well done Sharks! 
 
 
It’s been another busy week for Seals! In PSHE, we have been working on 
decision making in groups. We really enjoyed our warm up game where we had 
to use our bodies to make letters of the alphabet. We have been really 
impressed this week as we have started our assessments. Seal class have 
approached them with positivity and resilience.  
 
 
We have been really impressed by the attitude of Dolphin Class towards their 
assessments this week. Well done to them all for their hard work. Today they 
have been thinking about how to support play through using the different 
playground zones at lunchtime, which has required empathy and teamwork as 
well as initiative and good ideas. 
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Notices 

●​ Arbor Pupil File Update - If you have not done so already please remember to check & update Arbor with any changes.  
●​ B&NES Child and Family Health - The School Aged Health Service are pleased to offer another FREE webinar on Healthy 

Bladder and Bowels to support parents and carers of primary aged children. The session will take place on the 10th 
November at 10:00am.  If you would like to attend, please click this link to sign up.  

●​ B&NES Child and Family Health - The School Aged Health Service are pleased to offer a FREE webinar on Picky Eating to 
support parents and carers of primary aged children. The session will take place on the 4th November 10:30-11:30.  If you 
would like to attend, please click the link to sign up. 

●​ Clubs - There will be no singing club or netball club next week due to Parents’ Evening. All other clubs are running as 
usual. 

●​ Clubs for Term 2 - Please remember to sign up for Belford Art Workshop here and on Arbor.     On a Thursday for all years 
Michelle Rochester will also be running her Dance & Disco Moves to children’s choice of music.  If there are not enough 
who sign up to both of these clubs they will have to be cancelled due to lack of interest.   

●​ Dolphin Class - Bath Taps into Science Trip has been added to Arbor for your information and action.  Thank you. 
●​ Flu Vaccination (Nasal Spray) - Please consent here if you have not done so already.  
●​ Open Mornings - the next open morning is 19th November (9:30am).  Registration via email/telephone to the school office. 
●​ Libraries - please see the Library post below for more information & events in our libraries!  
●​ Road works - On A37 have now started and due to end in mid-February. Work will be paused over the Christmas period. 

For more details please click here. 
●​ School Photos - Photo proofs have been sent home.  Please place your orders on line by Monday 19th October to qualify 

for free postage to the office.  Any problems please contact the office. 
●​ St. John’s Church - Please see here the link to the weekly church events.  
●​ Term dates 2027/28 - These are now available here. 
●​ Year 4 & Year 6 Residential Trip - The 2nd installments deadline was today and the 3rd is due 4th Dec.  Thank you. 
●​ Whole School Trip to Panto in Bath - Please see the email sent home on Wednesday which needs you to please respond. 
●​ Head lice - We have been made aware of head lice. Please check your child’s hair and treat as necessary.  

 
 

APPLE FEST SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 
AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Get half term off to a great start! With the Green Team  
 

There will be lots for kids and adults alike: 
 

●​ Apple bobbing 
●​ Apple dessert contest: Bake or make an apple dessert 

and enter it into a tasting contest—and/or buy a £1 ticket 
to try some! All funds go to the village hall solar appeal! 

●​ Homemade sausage lunch, by Steffan Chivers 
●​ Talk on plant-based beauty products (which will also be 

for sale!) 
●​  Halloween mask making 
●​ DIY: Bird and butterfly feeders & seed bomb 
●​ Free seed giveaway 

 

It should be a lovely community lunch with lots to see, do, 
make and eat!  Activities start at 1100am & the social club will 
open at noon to provide drinks to go with the lunch. 
AND THEN THERE’S THE APPLE PRESSING! 
We have hired an electric press so please bring along your 
apples for pressing into juice or making into cider. This will 
start after lunch. Please also bring bottles to take juice 
away in! We will have some on hand but we could run out, so 
please don’t forget! 

 

https://tinyurl.com/mry58bft
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r06/___https:/events.teams.microsoft.com/event/522e14fc-718a-433f-86d2-262eaee12d5c@2c2b1ee0-a8a1-49e6-a820-5ce4890cf466?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog___.ZXV3MjpoY3JnY2FyZWdyb3VwOmM6bzo0OTQ1NTYzYzlkNjE1MDIxOGY5MjAyZjM5NThmNTI5MDo3OmQ5MDQ6MzRkOTJhZWVkNzRiMmNlNGI5Y2E1ZDQ0OTJjMGRlZTM3OWRlMWJkN2YwMjhhMDdiOTUxOGI3NDhiYjU4NjQ0NjpoOkY6Rg
https://www.ginabelfordart.co.uk/after-school-art-club/fgmonday26term2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68230602c66deec8488f7f93/Protecting_your_child_against_flu_leaflet_primary_school_WEB_FINAL.pdf
https://www.bswschoolagedimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu?schoolcode=WT144281
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/somer-valley-links-phase-1-proposed-improvements#construction-programme
https://paulton-benefice.org.uk/sunday-service-update-11-10-2026
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ylxEz3PkobuKc_F-bgjLAcn_1TI-vok1/view
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Thought of the Week  

When Janet Weight-Reed painted 
this picture of the valley where she lived in 
Wales, she had Psalm 65 in mind, particularly 
these verses. She chose to paint the church 
near the centre of the picture, and wrote “It is 
as if the spire of the church is trying to reach up 
to the heavens to give thanks to God. That is 
why I called the painting ‘Thanksgiving’. 

Harvest is a time of thanksgiving. It’s a time 
when we remember those who are less 
fortunate than us and it is traditionally a time of 
year when food is donated to give to people 
who don’t have enough or who are struggling. 

In the last few years, that includes a huge 
amount of our own population. Most of us at 
some point or another have been in some sort 
of need, whether it is financial, physical or 

emotional and it isn’t easy when we are going through those times. 

But what about if we are ok financially, 
physically and emotionally? We’re sorted, yes? 

Many of us don’t give time to consider our 
spiritual health. We’re often so busy providing 
for all of our day to day needs that we don’t 
think about anything above and beyond the 
normal. 

Spirituality doesn’t necessarily mean thinking 
about God and praying. Often it's to do with 
how we relate to ourselves, the world and 
those who we live with. If you have a belief in 
God or “something greater than ourselves”,  
Then how we relate to them can also be  
connected with spirituality. 

One way we can think more spiritually is to think for a  
moment of what we can be thankful for. It might be a beautiful view that we see on a walk. It might be the 
sound of birdsong. It could be the pleasure we experience when we spend time with friends and family. It 
could be sharing a well cooked meal with those we love. 

Just think for a moment and I’m sure something will come to mind. If not, read back through today’s 
psalm and hopefully that will spark your imagination. 

‘Oh, visit the earth, ask her to join the dance! 
Deck her out in spring showers, fill the God-River with living water. 

Paint the wheat fields golden. Creation was made for this!’ 

 


