After a few weeks focusing on getting back to normal, we have unfortunately had to consider a few
adaptations to our school day in light of Covid at the moment. Please be assured we will keep a very
close eye on this and use caution where necessary. Any updates will be emailed to you as and when
decisions are made by our senior leadership team. We are including a Trust update along with this
newsletter. At the moment our only changes relate to indoors such as lunches and assemblies. This
does mean that we will discuss what to do about parents’ evening this weekend and let you know on
Monday.
In better news this week, we have something exciting to
share with you all. Since I started working at the school, one
part of the school we have wanted to improve is the library.
It is not in the best of conditions inside or out and as it is
used quite regularly, needs to be a better environment for
the children to learn in. We have managed to secure
funding through the Midsomer Norton Schools’ Partnership
to knock the building down in the Easter holiday next year.
In its place we will be building a Reading lodge like in the
picture on the right. Some of our local schools such as
Clutton and Trinity already have one of these in their
grounds and they are used daily for interventions, reading
groups, music lessons, lunch clubs and much more. The inside will be fitted out with shelving for
reading books, seating with cushions and other soft furnishings. Something for all the children to look
forward to working and spending some time in. We will keep you updated on this but are expecting it
to be in place when the children return in Term 5.
As we are reaching the end of the first term I would like to say a huge thank you to Ms Mason and her
Early Years team of Mrs Davis and Mrs Gray for helping our new Reception children settle into school
so well. It cannot be underestimated how tiring this process is for the children (and often the adults!)
but our experienced team has worked really hard with our largest ever cohort at Farrington Gurney.
The children have been a real credit, learning our new routines and trying hard in their lessons. We
look forward to watching them all grow and flourish over the next few years.
We would also like to say thank you to Kelly Sheppard for repotting the playground planters with
winter flowers. We are all looking forward to welcoming her back to school sometime in the next
couple of months.
Our Open Day for prospective parents has been set for Wednesday 24th November from 9:30am to
11:30am. We will distribute some flyers after half term to local preschools and other establishments. In
the meanwhile if you have a child who will be starting school next year, or know someone who does,
then please share and save the date. Next week we will share with you all our provisional Christmas
dates including carol services and nativity performances.
Have a great weekend!
Mr Turull

After an earlier cancellation, we managed to hold our first Parent Forum on Tuesday.
Following on from last year’s parent questionnaire about communication, we decided
to hold these events as a way of offering a face-to-face meeting with Mr Turull and I to
improve interactions between school and parents.
We discussed some of the plans we have for the school, including the removal of the
library and its replacement with an exciting learning space in the form of a Reading
lodge, the thought process behind the changes we have made to our homework, and
lastly the new Citizenship and Character Award, which was mentioned in Newsletter 3
(which will be coming home next week in time for half-term).
As part of Black History Month, Class 4 read about the inspirational lives of tennis
player Serena Williams and Oprah Winfrey, who has been so successful in so many
differing ventures in her life. The children themselves drew a comparison between
these two women in terms of not only the barriers they had to overcome, but also how
their life’s journey has seen them both focus a large part of their time and money on
setting up foundations to allow others from their backgrounds to achieve as they have
done.
Farrington Forum have worked hard to set up and oversee today’s Hat Day in aid of
local charity Time is Precious. There have been so many great hats on display today what a great way to both raise money and have fun. We will let you know how much was
raised next week when all the donations are in. Next term will see us elect a new forum,
so I’m sure there will be other great initiatives to share before the end of the year.
Mr Dix

This Week’s Ace Learners

Ella - Year 1
Olivia - Year 2
Toby - Year 2
Josh H - Year 5
Alfie - Year 5

Elias - Year 4
Thomas H - Year 5
Freya - Year 5
Ben - Year 6
Polly - Year 6
Seb O - Year 6

Noah - Reception
Charlotte - Reception
Rhys - Year 3
Owen - Year 3
Evelyn - Year 3
Isabel - Year 4
Xander - Year 4
Archie - Year 5

Friends of Farrington Gurney School
Thank you to everyone who donated clothing and accessories to the Rags to Riches collection on Monday, we
raised £49.44.
We’ll be holding a bake sale after school on Thursday 21st October in the outdoor classroom. We can only sell
treats if we have volunteers to bake them! Please bring along any cakes, cookies or biscuits to pick up on the
Thursday (please write down a list of the ingredients used so that we can display these next to the cakes in
accordance with Natasha’s Law). The more cakes to sell the more money we make!
We are selling tickets to Mendip & District’s 2021 Firework display, and we keep 50p from each ticket sold.
Tickets are £4.50 (under 5’s go free), cash please. If you would like tickets please ask one of us in FOFGS or find
details on the facebook group.
We have some exciting plans ahead for Christmas fundraising, so keep in touch with us to find out more.
Have you joined our Facebook group yet, Friends of Farrington Gurney School? This is an easy way to keep up
to date with our planned events and activities, to share new ideas, and to volunteer to help out at any upcoming
events.
Our next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd November, 8pm at Farrington Inn - everyone welcome,
please come along and find out our plans, share your ideas. The more money we can raise, the more
opportunities we can offer our children.

Notices
●

●

●
●
●

Dinners - Please place your child’s lunch cooked dinner options via ParentPay for Term 2. *Remember
if you are booking weekly that the deadline is the Thursday before the week you are choosing options
for. Ideally please book for the whole term.
Football Club - Football Club on a Tuesday for Y3-6 will now be available to book for Term 2. If you
wish to renew your subscription for Term 2, or if your child would like to start the club next term, then
please email the office and make payment £27/6 weeks in total if you wish to join until Christmas.
Please make payment, quoting FG followed by child's name by Bank transfer to A/c Name: Think
Football Coach, A/c No.: 64230724 (Business Ac) Sort Code: 01-09-02.
Breakfast Club - Bookings can now be made via ParentPay for Breakfast Club places in Term 2. If you
require information on how to join our breakfast club please contact the office.
School hoodies (FREE) - We still have a few nearly new navy school hoodies with the old logo, in size
32 available for free. Should anyone like one please contact the office.
St. John’s Church - Sunday Service Link can be found here.

Parent Governor Vacancy
We have an active, engaged and friendly Local Governing Body (LGB) here at Farrington and are looking for an
additional parent governor to join us. Please make contact with the office or one of the governors for a chat if
you are interested in learning more. Our role as a Governing body is to support and oversee the leadership and
management of the school including strategy, policies, budgets and staffing, all with the aim to provide the best
education provision possible for the children who attend the school. We have the Multi Academy Trust to
support and lots of training opportunities available if you are new to governorship.
Contact the office or Adele Ross (Chair of Governors - adele.ross@msnpartnership.com)

Governor of the Month
We would like to continue to introduce you to some of our governors in the
newsletter, this month it is Laura:
Hello, my name is Laura Tyrrell and I joined the Farrington Gurney Local Governing
Body almost three years ago. My current role within the Governing Body is as clerk
(taking and circulating the minutes from the termly meetings and ensuring that the
Governors receive communications from the Trust). I will also shortly be taking on
the SEND governor role. Both of my daughters attend the school and are currently
in Year 1 and Year 4. I can usually be found at school pick up or contacted via
email: laura.tyrrell@msnpartnership.com.

Farrington’s Thought for the Week by Mr Marvin
There’s a lot of uncertainty in the world at the moment. Since Brexit, many things are in short supply and it
can be difficult to get what we need. There is a shortage of delivery drivers which means that even when
there is food and petrol available, it isn’t always getting to us.
There has been a shortage of CO2 production which has also meant that there are empty shelves in our
supermarkets and now there is a new energy crisis, with a shortage of natural gas. This is causing energy
prices to spiral out of control.
As well as all this, the weather is getting wetter and colder and we are beginning to notice the impact of 18+
months apart from everyone – the return of colds. Many of us are getting sore throats and runny noses and it
often doesn’t have anything to do with Covid. And of course, on top of all this, there is still a Covid risk. It’s less
likely, but it certainly hasn’t gone away. After all we’ve put up with for the last year and a half and the effects
of the different lockdowns and isolations we’ve had, is it really possible that Covid is still around?
Often when times are like this, we need to find security in something. This may mean spending more time
with your family and friends, people who give you a sense of security. Or maybe it's seeing that person who
helps you feel OK about things – that person who makes you feel that everything is right with the world (if
such a person exists!). We might feel the need to reminisce about old times, to remember how things used
to be when it was all a bit easier. Or maybe you just try and shut out the world and escape it all by
binge-watching the latest series on Netflix.
We talked about perfect love last week and how it can cast out fear. At the moment, the world is a scary
place and we need to know that there is something or someone that can make us feel reassured that it is all
going to be OK.
Psalm 121, written as a song of ascent, would have been sung by the temple workers, the Levites, back in the
days when the temple was still in use in Jerusalem. For Jewish people today, it is still an important Psalm,
parts of which make up the Bedtime Shema prayer alongside other special times when the Psalm is recited.
For Christians, it is a reminder that whatever is going on, they have a hope and trust in the Lord and that he
is always watching over us.
Psalm 121 - A song of ascents.

1

I lift up my eyes to the hills-- where does my help come from?

2
3

My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip-- he who watches over you will not slumber;

4

indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither
slumber nor sleep.
5
The LORD watches over you-- the LORD is your
shade at your right hand;
6
the sun will not harm you by day, nor the
moon by night.
7
The LORD will keep you from all harm-- he will
watch over your life;
8
the LORD will watch over your coming and
going both now and forevermore.

I hope that with all the uncertainty there is in the world, you can find something or someone that
is certain and secure, to help you through to better times.

