Football Match
It was great to be able to complete our first league match of the
season away to St Mary’s Writhlington on Tuesday afternoon. Our
team started strongly and were 4-1 up by half time thanks to goals
from Ben, Charlie L and a brace from Charlie O.
The second half was much closer, but we managed to hold onto
the advantage we built up to win 5-2 courtesy of an own goal. Well
done to all the members of the team who played really well under
the guidance of interim manager Mr Sloggett.
Dogs on School Grounds
Could we remind parents that dogs are not permitted on school grounds under
any circumstances regardless of if they are on a lead or even being carried. There
are several reasons for this including the safety of the children and for children
who may have allergies.

Remembrance Day Service
As we do each year, we held our Remembrance Day
service of thanks at 11am on Thursday. In addition to
obeying the two minute’s silence and a short prayer led
by Mr Marvin, we also read the names of the fallen from
Farrington Gurney as a mark of respect and to remember
them, many of whom I am sure would have attended the
village school in their formative years. Some of the
surnames resound with us through the family names in
the village and
even currently in
the school: William
Ashman, Tom Baker, Job Baynton, Percy Blinman, Wilfred
Cook, William Deane, William Pearce, George Randall,
Frank Treasure, Reginald Watts, James Bowden, Richard
Eshelby and James Horler. The respectful way the
children observed the 2 minute silence was a credit to
them. Later in the day, cross country club made it all
the way to the Arnhem Memorial, Paulton, which we also
mentioned in the 11am
gathering.
Class 2 Trip
Class 2 went to Radstock Museum on Wednesday to develop their
understanding of life in days gone by. The children were really
engaged in the activities which ranged from exploring old toys,
taking part in a Victorian lesson and learning about the dreaded
cane! One comment on the journey back to school was that it was
‘the best day ever’.
The staff at the museum noted that our children were an ‘absolute
delight and joy to have at the museum’. Well done Class 2!
Mr Dix

Friends of Farrington Gurney School
School disco-Friday 19th November 6-8pm.
Start saving your bottles for our ‘blind’ bottle draw at
this years’ nativity performances! Bottles can be filled
with anything of your choosing, could be wine, olive
oil, sweets…
Date for your diary: Quiz night on the 11th February,
with Quiz Master Mr Marvin.
We will shortly put the call out to the village for
anyone interested in putting on a window display for
our Christmas trail. Maps will be available nearer the
time, hopefully with a grande finale at St John’s
Church. More information to follow…
We look forward to seeing lots of you at our school
disco!

Notices
●
●
●

●

●

●

Clubs - all clubs are running as usual next week.
Climate Change Meeting, 8pm Village Hall tonight. Please see message from Margaret
Heffernan on page 3.
Morrisons “It’s Good to Garden Scheme” - Tokens are no longer provided at the check out however before the scheme closes please remember to submit your vouchers on-line. We only have
123 tokens at the moment which will purchase 3 child’s hand trowels, a few more would increase the
opportunity to exchange them for other allotment items also.
National Child Measurement Programme for Reception & Year 6 - please see the email sent home
on Tuesday. If you do not wish for your child to take part, please let the Screening Coordinator know
(details on page 3 of the correspondence) in writing or email by Tuesday 23rd November.
Open Day - if you know anyone who has a child starting school next year, then please let them know
that we are holding our school open morning on Wednesday 24th November 9:30-11:30am. Please
call or email the office to register.
St. John’s Church - Sunday Service Link can be found here.

Covid Update
As we have had some children test positive on either a LFT or a PCR this week, we would strongly recommend
that you test your child with a Lateral Flow Device which is designed to pick up people who have Covid but are
asymptomatic. Many children carry the virus without ever displaying any symptoms.
We will be carrying on with the current arrangements in school for the next two weeks, which means the
children eating in their separate classrooms, and avoiding mixing of groups inside. This also means no whole
school assemblies. We are hopeful that we will be able to change this before the end of the month ahead of
the Christmas season.

Children In Need 2021
Next Friday is Children In Need Day. We have consulted our children and
decided to hold a spotty Mufti Day as well as a cake sale. Children can
come to school in their own clothes, including something with spots on!
We would also ask for donations of cakes that we can sell at breaktime
and then again, after school. Children can bring in up to 50p for cakes as
well as a suggested donation of £1 for mufi.
Please can any cakes that are sent in also come with a list of ingredients
which is now a requirement so that we are ensuring the safety of
children who have allergies.

Farrington’s Thought for the Week by Mr Marvin
Well, I’ve been doing these for just over a year now and so far you’ve got away
without any Doctor Who. Well, I’m afraid that time has now come to an end.
Whether you’re a fan or not, there are often some poignant moments involving
our favourite Timelord. When Peter Capaldi was the doctor, there seemed to be a
pattern in many of his speeches.
On one occasion, the doctor is speaking to some other timelords asking them to
help him in what appears to be a hopeless battle. He then goes on to explain his
motivation for helping others, “I do what I do because it's right! Because it's
decent! And above all, it's kind! It's just that. Just kind. If I run away today, good people will die. If I stand and
fight, some of them might live. Maybe not many, maybe not for long. Hey, you know, maybe there's no point
to any of this at all. But it's the best I can do. So I'm going to do it. And I will stand here doing it until it kills
me...Stand with me. These people are terrified. Maybe we can help a little. Why not, just at the end, just be
kind?"
As Peter is regenerating into the next doctor, Jodie Whittaker, he instructs his future self on how to live their
life, “Never be cruel, never be cowardly. And never ever eat pears! Remember – hate is always foolish…and
love is always wise….Always try to be nice and never fail to be kind.”
I wonder if the writers of the series realised how much the doctor focuses on kindness. Whether he’s
explaining why he stands up for injustice or giving advice to his successor, kindness often comes up.
With Remembrance Day this week, we are reminded of all the men and women that have fought for our
country and for other countries around the world and those that are still fighting today. There are many
reasons why people are motivated to fight, but I believe many do it out of kindness. Being kind is when
someone does intentional, voluntary acts of kindness, not only when it is easy, but when it is hard. Fighting in
a war that you don’t fully understand because you want to put an end to oppression and hatred and because
you want to fight against injustice should be seen as an act of kindness. It is intentional, it is often voluntary
and it is hard.
When I see examples of people performing acts of kindness, it reminds me of how Jesus lived and died. He
was someone who acted out of love, demonstrated grace and also stood up to injustice. He was kind. When
he was dying on the cross, some of the priests and elders ridiculed him saying, “He saved others, but He
cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross and we will believe in
Him.” (Matthew 27:42)
Jesus didn’t come off the cross, because he believed and many believed he was staying there and dying for
the good of all humankind. It was intentional, it was voluntary and it was hard.
A friend of mine recently backed into another car while reversing, causing a small amount of damage to the
bodywork. When the estimate came in, it was much much higher than what they expected and it was going
to cost them a lot to fix it. Fortunately for my friend, the person who owned the vehicle they had knocked
also thought the price was much too high. They decided that because their vehicle was a few years old and
already had some knocks and marks on it, they didn’t want my friend paying an
excessive amount of money to fix the small amount of damage. They agreed to
not having the work done and asked my friend to give a smaller amount of
money to charity instead. They acted out of kindness. It was intentional, it was
voluntary and it was probably quite hard. In the Bible we are often asked to act
out of kindness. In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the author reminds the church
how to live together.
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God
in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32)
Acts of kindness make a huge difference, especially to the person you are being
kind to. How can you demonstrate kindness today? Who can you help and where
can you give? Remember it will be intentional, it will be voluntary and it may well
be hard.

