It has been a fantastic first term, with many exciting events, Year 7 have settled in and
are making an excellent start, along with all the other new students who have started
with us this term. As you will already be aware we are having a new timetable after half
term that will allow us to put an additional class in to year 9 in most subjects, following
many new students joining the school.
Open Evening was a great success and I would like to thank all the students who helped
to show parents around and help with demonstrations in departments. We have also
had information evenings this term for new parents and also a key stage 4 information
evening. Mrs Bevan is hoping to set up a Parent Teacher Association, so please do let us
know if you would like to be involved.
Our work with Millfield School has continued with a new partnership developing for sport which we are hoping will
lead to increased opportunities in PE lessons, which you will be hearing about soon. We officially opened the joint
Cadet Force and have planned a number of events across the year.
Over the last term I have been really pleased to see hard work, creative teaching and deep learning taking place
across the school, with students really enjoying their learning and really getting involved in all aspects of the school. I
wish all staff and students a restful half term break and look forward to seeing everyone next term.

Keith Howard
Headteacher

Finalised Term and Holiday Dates Academic year 2019/2020
Term 1
Monday 2nd September 2019
Friday 25th October 2019

Term 4
Monday 24th February 2020
Friday 3rd April 2020

Term 2
Monday 4th November 2019
Friday 20th December 2019

Term 5
Monday 20th April 2020
Friday 22nd May 2020

Term 3
Monday 6th January 2020
Friday 14th February 2020

Term 6
Monday 1st June 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

INSET DAYS 2019-2020:
Monday 2nd September 2019
Tuesday 3rd September 2019
Monday 6th January 2020
Tuesday 7th January 2020
Friday 26th June 2020
St Dunstan’s School only
Monday 29th June 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

National Bank Holidays:
Wednesday 25th December 2019
Thursday 26th December 2019
Wednesday 1st January 2020
Friday 10th April 2020
Monday 13th April 2020
Friday 8th May 2020
Monday 25th May 2020
Monday 31st August 2020

The Year 10 students
have successfully
completed their bronze
DofE assessed
expedition. They walked
nearly 20 miles on the
Quantocks over two days
carrying their tents,
clothing, food, cooking
equipment and sleeping
bags.
In groups of 6 or 7 students, they set up camp,
cooked a two course meal and navigated a
pre-planned route using a map and compass.
Their assessor Steve Dorrall (Somerset Senior
Safety Officer/Outdoor Education Advisor) was
extremely impressed with their attitude,
resilience and positivity.

A group of 13 year 11 students recently participated in a leadership forum, with eight other schools
in the South West, at Millfield School. Students were encouraged to work outside of their comfort
zone and to challenge themselves in a variety of activities. These included team building and
problem solving games, leadership skills and styles and developing personal resilience. Advice
was given on presentation skills and there were a variety of talks given by a range of successful
individuals from the business and military sectors.
A practical, creative and thought provoking time was had by all.

On Friday 4th October our pupils joined
forces with Millfield CCF to officially
open our joint cadet force. As well as
some basic parading, our pupils took
part in shelter building, ration cooking
and paintballing. CCF is open to
anyone in years 9 and above.

Each year Vocab Express run a global competition named 'League of Champions' where students
log on and answer as many questions as possible in different languages to earn points. The
response this year has been phenomenal! Students have worked incredibly hard on a variety of
languages, not just French. As a school we gained 80,025 points! This meant that we came 17th
overall out of all languages attempted. In French we came 7th overall which was a magnificent
achievement. I am incredibly proud of the effort and determination that students showed and am
excited for the next event that they run next year.
Well done St Dunstan's!
Mrs Easterbrook.

St Dunstan's students who attend Red Brick Youth Club volunteered themselves at the' Ydon'tU
Street and Glastonbury Community Day' at Tor Leisure on 13 October. The day was made up
of community clubs, groups, organisations and the police service who were all raising awareness
of their different causes. A favourite for the students was a 'drugs bust' bus, where, after being
'busted', students were locked up in a cell and worked together to solve clues to escape!
The main purpose of the day was to allow students to see what activities are available for them to
do in their free time as well as raising awareness about keeping safe. There was plenty of
information to take away including, on-line safety, anti-bullying, knife crime advice, and county
lines information.
The YMCA held creating waves activities outside, which our year 7 students really enjoyed. The
police were blasted with water balloons and students had a go at using batons with punch pads.
It was a very successful information raising awareness community event and our students
represented the school fabulously. Well done to everyone involved in making it such a
tremendous community event which several hundred people attended.

Date
28th January 2020

Time
09:30

24th February 2020
20th April 2020

09:30
10:00

Vaccinations
Year 9 HPV (Girls Only) – We have the
consent forms
Year 8 HPV (All pupils)
Year 9 Men ACWY/DTP (All pupils)

On 18th October, 17 year 11 students joined a group
from Millfield for a trip to Oxford University. We
visited Christchurch College - well known for
specialising in sciences and medicine, as well as the
dining hall being the location for the dining hall in
Hogwarts! We were given a tour by a second year
undergraduate who gave us an insight into the
admissions process as well as life at Oxford.
Following our tour of Christchurch, we moved on to
Exeter College - stopping off to see the Bodleian
Library on the way. Exeter is one of the smallest
colleges at Oxford and is renowned for its beautiful
grounds as well as its academic prowess. At Exeter
College, we had a Q&A session with the outreach advisor who explained that each term is 8
weeks long which leaves plenty of time for independent
study, working and social life! Lunch and a tour of Exeter
College followed and then finally, we
had an hour at the Ashmolean Museum
which is packed to the gunnels with awe
inspiring art, sculpture and
archaeological finds including the Alfred
Jewel.
All in all, Year 11 had a great day which gave them lots to
think about; plenty of discussions about A level choices,
universities and careers were had as we wandered
amongst the dreaming spires. As ever, our students
behaved impeccably and made us very proud to be
St Dunstan's teachers. (Mrs Bevan and Mr Jones)

Dear Parents and Carers,
As a school, we are making a change to help reduce the amount of plastic bottles, paper and card
which are thrown away instead of recycled. As an Art student in this school, I am very aware of
the amount of paper which is being thrown out, so a few teachers and I are going to take home a
bag full of recyclables each week to do our bit.
We are also asking you a favour, as the parents and carers of the students, to help us as a school
to reduce the amount of plastic bottles. We are asking you that, as a Christmas present, or just as
a little gift to buy your child / children a reusable bottle. Our aim is to eventually have no single use
bottles in school.
The environment group of the school council are planning lots of work for the year ahead and
welcome any new members who want to join us. We would also be happy if students or
parents/carers have any ideas they can share with us.
Thank you!
Stan (on behalf of the school council)

St Dunstan’s is dedicated to providing students with the best support possible in making the transition from
education to employment. We understand that parents and carers are often the first people that these
discussions take place with and you want to encourage your children as much as you can, so the first
Careers update of the year is to signpost some ways to help you to do this.
The school website has links to a range of useful websites to assist in learning more about post-16 options
and the modern world of work. St Dunstan’s was awarded ‘Super User Status’ by CareerPilot last year.
Students will be using the website in their PSHE lessons from year 7 right through to year 11 and there’s a
Parents’ Zone too. If you want to help your child look into careers at any stage CareerPilot has lots of
materials to support you.
Apprenticeships are often an area of interest but uncertainty for our Key Stage 4 students and sometimes
parents too, there are many new opportunities available. Students will learn more about what
apprenticeships are and how to search for places during careers sessions and February’s ‘National
Apprenticeship Week’. Information is available in the format of a ‘Parents Pack’ from Amazing
Apprenticeships, via CareerPilot or during College Open Evenings.
For Key Stage 4 parents, college open evening dates have
been released (see below); more information regarding the
options available including apprenticeships and the new TLevels will be discussed at these events. We strongly
encourage Year 11 to attend as early as convenient, especially
as most college applications are completed by January.
If you would like to attend a careers appointment with your
child please contact Mrs McKinley
(jmckinley@stdunstansschool.com).

Bridgwater College – Bridgwater Campus
October 16th, Taunton Campus – Oct 17th
6-8pm
Strode College – October 23rd, November
20th and February 12th 6-8:30pm
Yeovil College – October 8th 5-7:30pm
The Blue School – November 11th 6pm

I look forward to sharing more careers news with you as the year progresses.
Mrs C Kendall

At Vivary Park we did lots of different activities such as:
climbing wall, climb the ladder, leap of faith, obstacle climbing
and the high ropes course. My favourite activity was the
climbing wall and the climbing ladders activities. We had lots of
fun doing all the different activities, it was an amazing school
trip that everyone liked. Overall it was an amazing day.
(Emma Mirfin – Year 7)

LoveReading is the UK’s leading portfolio of book
recommendation websites. Their mission is to promote a
love of books and reading to all by offering the tools,
advice and information needed to help members and
browsers to find their next favourite book.
LoveReading4Schools is a critical part of this.
This new website relaunched in January 2019 and comes with tons of added functionality and a fully updated
set of reading recommendation lists for every year group from Early Years to Year 11.
In addition, they will be regularly publishing other lists of great relevance and importance for schools today
including lists of Inspirational Books, Cultural Books, Reluctant Readers Recommendations and Mental
Health and Wellbeing.
St Dunstan’s has signed up to have their own page with recommended reading books for various Key Stages.
We are particularly keen to promote the ‘Reluctant Readers’ list for those young people who claim to “hate
reading” and ‘Super Readable’ lists for our students with a dyslexic profile.
To get onto our school page you will need to get onto the website:
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/10528 and use our password: Stdunstans201920.
The Accelerated Reader Programme at St Dunstan’s is
going strong this term. Students in years 7, 8 and 9
choose books supported by the Accelerated Reader
programme. Once they read them, they take a quiz. If
they get 70% or more they get a ‘pass’ result and the
computer tots up their word count!
We are celebrating some fantastic totals so far this year.
(Please note that Year 9 are likely to be behind because they are still getting their teeth into some larger books so will
be sitting their quizzes very soon).

8L2 inched into
the lead at the
minute with a
monumental
push to end
the half term
on 7,890,798
words. They
were only
631,685 words
ahead of 7L2.

AR Word Count Totals by millions
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Word Millionaires!
The following individuals deserve a particular mention with outstanding individual word counts:
Asha BW
2,731,760
Pearl LV
1,310,545
Naomi N
1,052,568
Ashley G
2,525,734
Felicity S
1,189,871
Henry R
1,616,109
Ivy Silver
1,095,082
Simon S
1,451,118
Shiva Silver 1,064,970
The good news is that students can complete quizzes at home. They need to enter the website through the
school platform (RM Unify), choose the accelerated reader tile and then log in (logins are in their planners).
There will be prizes at the end of term for the best performances.

Extra - Curricular Clubs November - December 2019
Monday
Lunchtime
(12:45 1:15)

Choir Club
(AH - Rm 18)

Tuesday
Ukulele Club
(AH - Rm 18)

Year 7 and 8 Chess Club Futsal
(RC - Rm 1)
(KS4/TW - Sports Hall)

Afterschool
(3:15 - 4:15)

KS4 GCSE Geography
catch up/revision
(JM - Rm L1)

Singing in French
(SB - Room 11)

Boys and Girls Year 7
and 8 Rugby
(Paul - Field)

Homework Club
(MP - Library)

Table Tennis
(TP - Gymnasium)
Badminton
(TN - Sports Hall)
KS4 GCSE Food catch
up/revision
(HP - Rm 14)
Homework Club
(MP - Library)

Wednesday
Drama Club
(JP - Drama Studio)

Thursday

Friday

Art Club
(WL - Rm L3)

Basketball
(KS4/TP - Sports Hall)

Millfield Performing Arts
Event
(JP - Millfield)
Sign up with Mrs Pulford.
DofE Bronze Club - see
display for dates
(HP/JM - Rm 2)
Already signed up

Art Club
(WL - Rm L3)
Millfield Sports
(TW - TBC)
More info to come!
Homework Club
(MP - Library)

Year 9, 10 and 11 Rugby
(TP - Field)
Millfield Sports
(TW - TBC)
More info to come!
Homework Club
(MP - Library)

Upcoming events - St Dunstan’s Bake Off - Friday 12th December (See Mrs Potter for more information)

CCF Combined Cadet
Force
(TP - Millfield)
Sign up with Mr Pavli.
Millfield Super Fridays
(BH - Millfield)
Sign up with Miss
Whittaker.
Homework Club
(MP - Library)

