
                           

Trinity Church School 
 

Progression in Reading 
 

Reading experience- range of reading, familiarity with texts and poetry and performance 
 

EYFS: ELG reading - children read and understand simple sentences.  They use phonetic knowledge to decode 
regular words and read aloud accurately.  They also read some common irregular words.  They demonstrate 
understanding when talking with others about what they have read. 
 
Y1: 

● listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 
which they can read independently 

● being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 
● becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 

considering their particular characteristics 
● recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 
● learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart. 

 
Y2: 

● listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, 
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

● becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales 

● recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 
● continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, 

with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
 

Y3: 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 

textbooks 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and 

retelling some of these orally 
● identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
● preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and action 
● recognising some different forms of poetry.  

 
Y4: 

● listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks 

● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and 

retelling some of these orally 
● identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
● preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and action 
● recognising some different forms of poetry.  

 
Y5: 

● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 

● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
● making comparisons within and across books 



                           

 
 

● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions 

● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, 

tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience. 
 
Y6: 

● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 

● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
● making comparisons within and across books 
●  increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional 

stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions 
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, 

tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience. 

 
 


