A very warm welcome back to school! I know I am speaking for all staff in the
school when I say we are delighted to see all our students back even though it is
under such difficult conditions.
On that note, I would like to say how proud I am to be headteacher at a school
where staff, students and parents have worked so well to ensure the school runs
as normally as possible even though we have so many restrictions in place
because of the virus. As I walk the school each day, I see students engaged in
their learning, cooperating with their teachers and each other as well as being in
the correct uniform with the correct equipment. I would also like to thank all the
staff at the school for their heroic efforts during lockdown in ensuring that contact was maintained between
home and school, work was set for all students and for the care and compassion shown to our families and
to each other. 2020 has, indeed, been quite a year!
In the future, it is probable that we will be working under Covid restrictions for some time to come. As a
result, we will be continuing with the supervised self-study period at the end of each day. This 30 minute
session of individual study has eliminated the need for homework. It is of course likely that students in year
10 and 11 may need to do more than 30 minutes study a day; they will start their work in school and then
take any work not completed home. Self-study has led to students being able to go home and relax in the
knowledge they are up to date with their learning; vital under the current stressful conditions. As you can
imagine, we are working hard to ensure that, should there be another lockdown – national or local – or that
if students have to isolate, we are able to continue to provide educational resources. All lessons and
resources are being posted on google classroom. In the event of another partial of full lockdown, or a
whole year group (or groups) having to be sent home to isolate, we will be using online resources for
providing a combination of live teaching, recorded lessons and web based lessons from the class teacher.
We will of course keep you updated if we are required to move to online learning.
In the meantime, I wish you all a good half term week – please remember that we break up at 3.15pm on
Wednesday 21st October and students return on Tuesday 3rd November.

We were delighted when former students Jack Williams and Azra
Hinton agreed to create a Virtual Open Day video for us. The boys
spent two days in school filming (including dealing with lots of
requests from staff!) and then went away and edited their work to
create our lovely virtual open day tour. If you haven’t seen it yet,
you can find in on the website under ‘joining us’ or you can watch it
here
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=um5JI6zGFcA.
Well done Jack and Azra, you’ve done us proud!

Congratulations to the year 11s who have
recently achieved their Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze award. The majority of the
participants have now successfully secured
their four strands (skills, physical, volunteer
and expedition) resulting in the completion
of the Bronze award.

During 2019 - 20 St Dunstan's DofE participants have accomplished the
following:
 65 hours of learning a skill
 104 hours of physical activity
 117 hours of volunteering in our local community - the
social value of these hours is £508.95
Well done to all from Mrs Manning and Mrs Potter

We are very excited to see our library filling up with over £5000 worth of new books! We have been able to
purchase these literary delights as a result of a successful bid submitted to the Foyle Foundation. Many
thanks to Mrs Cook who is devoting a lot of time to getting the books logged on to our Accelerated Reader
and Library systems – and then on to the shelves – for the students
to enjoy.

In spite of Covid restrictions, St Dunstan’s CCF participants are learning important map reading and
camouflage skills, as we can see from the pictures!
Due to the virus, pupils will be participating in their Friday afternoon sessions at St Dunstan's rather than
at Millfield for the time being. New recruits from year 9 and above welcome!

There are a range of pathways open to students after Year 11:






Academic: traditional A levels offering a great route into Higher Education and employment
(vocational qualifications can also offer a path to higher education
Apprenticeships: a great choice if you have a specific career or job sector in mind – you will learn on
the job, get paid and spend time in college receiving further training
Vocational Qualifications: these qualifications offer a more practical approach than traditional
qualifications and can lead to specific jobs such as hairdressing, pluming, accounting, health and
social care etc
Work and Voluntary Route: until the age of 18 you have to stay in some form of education, but you
can choose from a range of options as listed above. If you are employed or self-employed for 20+
hours a week, you can do an apprenticeship or part time education.

Careers interviews
All year 11 will be seen 1:1 (physically distanced) by our careers adviser Mrs McKinley. These
appointments should have taken place by Christmas. If you feel your child needs a priority appointment,
please contact Mr Jones via secretary@stdunstansschool.com or on 01458 832943
KEY EVENTS






Strode College Open Evening – 19th November from 5.30 pm; for further details, please visit
www.strode-college.ac.uk
Bridgwater and Taunton College – Virtual Showcase on 18th November info@btc.ac.uk
Richard Huish College – Virtual Experience on 7th November from 9.30 – 1pm and on 9th November
from 5pm – 9pm www.huish.ac.uk
Somerset Skills and Learning offer Apprenticeships and Traineeships; details can be found at
www.SSLcourses.co.uk
www.careersandenterprise.co.uk offer advice and courses that can be very useful

You will be receiving a letter from Mr Oakwood, head of Pastoral Care with a review of the term but here
are some highlights
Staying on T.R.A.K
We have thought long and hard about the values that we feel represent our school and we have decided
that they are:





Truth
Resilience
Awareness
Kindness

We believe that St Dunstan’s students should:





Seek Truth, show a thirst for learning and question what they hear
Grow Resilience by working hard, staying positive and embracing challenge
Stay Aware of thoughts and feelings, their impact on others and the environment and share hope
Choose Kindness by showing gratitude, respecting all and including others

As a result of living these core values, students will stay on TRAK; these values will be central to our school
life and will permeate all that we do.
Virtual Tutor Groups
Because of Covid restrictions, we cannot run our vertical tutor groups. Teachers who are teaching period 1
are ensuring that daily notices are sent out and that they are checking in with students. However, we have
also set up a google classroom for each tutor group; tutor news and activities are uploaded to these
classrooms every week – please ensure that your child is aware of this and that they are checking their
tutor classroom online every week.

Online Safety
The school has teamed up with the NSPCC who will be delivering some live training for
parents and carers next term to further understanding of how to keep children safe
online. The training will be delivered remotely and will be recorded for those who cannot
attend. Exact details to follow next term – we would urge you to participate as lockdown
has given rise nationally to negative online experiences for young people.

Uniform and Equipment
We are very pleased to see the vast majority of students in the correct uniform and
with the right equipment. We would be grateful if you could check your child’s pencil
case over half term and replenish any dwindling supplies of pens (both black/blue and
green) pencils, rulers, rubbers etc as we are still not allowed to loan equipment to
students under the current restrictions.
As you may have read in Mr Williams’ letter, we will be returning to full uniform next term. Given that the
weather will be less pleasant over the coming months, please ensure that your child has a school jumper
and blazer along with their tie. The published risk assessment requires windows and doors to be open in
classrooms, therefore classrooms may not be as warm as usual. If your child has PE on their timetable, they
should still wear PE kit for that day. Please could we also remind you that skirts should be knee length and
not made of stretch fabric, trousers should be black and tailored – not skin tight and not jeans. Please note
that facial piercings and extreme hair colours and cuts are not allowed. Students with earrings should
wear one stud in each ear only. No rings or bracelets should be worn; make up should be subtle.

Punctuality
As you know, we are having staggered starts to the school day to preserve our year
group bubbles. Most students have impressed us with their punctuality; however, it is a
concern that some students are consistently and persistently arriving late to school
which means that year group bubbles could be compromised, staff have to be pulled
from other duties to escort them to lessons and, of course, they are missing significant
amounts of education – five minutes a day is half a lesson a week. Please ensure that students know their
arrival time and that they are here promptly at that time. Mr Oakwood’s letter contains more detail –
essentially, any child who is late more than three times in a half term, will receive an afterschool detention
for every late thereafter to make up the time and learning missed.

Whilst we have not been able to run any extra-curricular clubs and activities due to Covid restrictions, we
are working out ways to run some clubs and activities next term. As you will see we have already got CCF
started again and hope to be able to offer some sports clubs early next term. All clubs will be year group
specific to preserve bubbles and will be fully risk assessed before starting.

Please remember that Term 1 finishes at 3.15 on Wednesday 21st
October and Term 2 starts on Tuesday 3rd November.
Term 2 ends on Friday 18th December and Term 3 begins on Wednesday
6th January
Full term dates can be found on the next page
Have a restful half term and we will look forward to seeing everybody
back on 3rd November.

