Dear Parents and Carers,
How time has flown – it is almost Christmas!
This is a hard term for students and staff as it is the longest term of the year, the nights are drawing in and
the mornings are dark. Added to that, we have had the excitement of Storm Barra and, of course, the
constant presence of Covid and all the limitations this has put on schools. We have worked very hard to
ensure that we have maintained our focus on high standards, core values as well as keeping everyone Covid
safe so that we have had another good term and have managed to pack lots in to our school life. As you will
see, this is a packed newsletter with lots of good news to share!
Year 7 have settled in to secondary school well and it is a constant delight to pop into their lessons and see
the progress they are making as well as speaking to them during social time. Their tutors have shared some
reflections on their start to secondary school later in this newsletter. Year 7 are an enthusiastic and
charming addition to the school and I am looking forward to seeing them continue to flourish during their
time with us.
We are very excited that (Covid permitting) our summer camp for Key Stage 3 students will be going ahead
in 2022 – we have been delighted by the number of students who have signed up to participate in camp;
thank you and well done to Miss Whittaker for finding an amazing site that offers lots of opportunities for
students.
Year 11 have had their first set of mock exams and, as ever, have been an absolute credit to themselves and
to the school; the invigilators have commented on their wonderful behaviour, manners and resilience. We
are still waiting to hear whether exams will go ahead in the summer but we have been told that there
should be at least three sets of mock exams before the summer in case we have to revert to teacher
assessed grades. It is very important that year 11 are in school and giving 100% to their studies and their
assessments so that they can be awarded the very best grade possible for their efforts. Keep going Year 11!
I am delighted to welcome Mr Brown to the Humanities Department teaching History, PB and PSHE and Mrs
Hopton to the school as our new music teacher from January; both come to us with a wealth of experience
and I know they will be made welcome by students and staff alike. More of them later in the newsletter.
I have been very pleased to see the number of praise comments recorded for students across all year
groups; it is heartening to know that so many of our young people are getting it right so often and are being
recognised for this. Our core values are certainly becoming embedded across the school. I have enjoyed
meeting students, who have been nominated by staff for milkshake at break, on Fridays for consistently
meeting expectations and exhibiting core values. Well done to them and I look forward to seeing more
students for their milkshake next term.
I cannot thank my colleagues enough for their extraordinary efforts in keeping the school open. So many
staff have stepped up and covered lessons to ensure that children can continue to be in school and learning;
our office and support staff have been equally resilient and tireless in their efforts to keep everything
running as smoothly as possible; likewise, I am grateful and appreciative of the ongoing support that we
receive from you – our parents and carers; your kindness means so much to staff; thank you on behalf of all
of us. I wish all of our students, staff and you a very restful Christmas and New Year; do look out for our
Christmas video from our totally bonkers and completely BRILLIANT staff team!
I will look forward to seeing everyone back, refreshed, in January.

Mrs Bevan

It has been over 5 years since I first started as a Parent Governor at St Dunstan’s School, at the
start of this term I took on the role of Chair of Governors.
It has been my privilege to support the school during such an evolutionary period. Since September
under a new Senior Leadership Team St Dunstan's School has been embedding their "TRAK"
(Truth, Resilience, Awareness and Kindness) values - which I see role modelled by the incredible
staff team and demonstrated by students.
I am reassured that despite the ongoing challenges presented by Covid-19, St Dunstan’s continues
to ensure that every effort is made to keep our young people safe and well.
Although there is a lot of uncertainty at the moment, I am consistently impressed by the resilience of
students and staff.
In a recent "safeguarding walk" around the school site I was pleased to see that the support
available was clearly visible to students - whether they have a safeguarding concern, are struggling
with their mental health, or any other issue. Having been responsible for safeguarding and pastoral
within my Governor role for most of my time in post I am always reassured by the effort made by
the team to respond to needs of students.
If you are interested in becoming a Parent Governor I would be very pleased to discuss with you
what the role entails and what skills are required. You can email me for an initial informal
discussion: kama.mckenzie@msnpartnership.com
I am also a Community Representative on the Glastonbury Town Fund Board to ensure that local
children and young people's needs are considered. I am pleased that many of the projects are
looking to link with St Dunstan's to ensure students benefit. You can find out more about the
projects by visiting https://www.mendip.gov.uk/gtd
Wishing you all a peaceful, restful Christmas and a happy healthy new year.

Kama McKenzie

This year’s school Christmas card has been designed by Eliza McKeever in Year 10.
We are extremely impressed by her imagination and flair. It is great to see such wonderfully
talented and creative students in our school.
Well done Eliza!

We are delighted to welcome Mr Brown to the Humanities Faculty and Mrs Hopton to Music.

I have always been fascinated with exploring the past and looking at key individuals and events that
have shaped the world today, with my favourite era being the 20th century. I love working with
pupils to debate the big historical questions and unlocking a range of views on the past, from why
William won the Battle of Hastings to the ethics of dropping the atomic bomb, developing a clear
understanding of the past along the way and hopefully sharing my love of the subject. In my spare
time I can be found either shouting at my house rabbit for chewing wires, creating history revision
videos for pupils, running (badly) or supporting my football team Arsenal.Mr Brown History Teacher

Hello, I'm Mrs Hopton and I'm so excited to meet everyone and get started in January. I live in
Midsomer Norton with my husband and son, and enjoy playing rounders, running and watching live
music in my spare time.
I’ve been teaching Music for 12 years, and I’m really looking forward to teaching Keyboard skills,
Ukuele, African drumming, Band skills plus many more topics. I’m really passionate about musical
theatre, so hope to organise concerts and whole school productions for everyone to be involved
with.
Wishing you all a lovely Christmas, and look forward to meeting you in January
Mrs Hopton

Our budding young grandmasters are honing their skills on the chessboard. The Maths department
loves strategy games and chess is a great way to have fun. We play every Monday lunch time and
also Thursday after school.

It was great to see so many tutor group representatives at our first meeting this term showing
democracy and resilience. Year 11 Senior Students will now lead these important meetings
throughout the year to ensure that student suggestions and recommendations are considered and
acted upon. All students are invited to speak to their tutor group rep to give their feedback. We are
looking to hearing lots of ideas on how to keep getting even better. Mrs Easterbrook
#stayontrak #alwaysontrak

On Friday 10th December we participated in Christmas Jumper Day, in aid of Save the Children. It
was wonderful to see so many festive jumpers and raise money for this worthwhile cause. Well
done to everyone who took part; we raised £132. We were also delighted to raise £319 for Children
in Need through the Mufti Day we held for the event.
Mrs Easterbrook
#alwaysontrak #christmasjumperday2021 #savethechildren

The Year 9 and 10 DofE students met to discuss their expedition meals last week. We
considered how students could be more resilient during their expedition by eating the correct
foods. Students then tried out the Trangia stoves, and were rewarded with some warming cups
of hot chocolate.
Our next session will be on the 12th January, where we will be looking at planning a route.
Students should be working on their skills, sport and volunteering sections in their own time.
We are really proud of Mrs Gray and her team of students and members of the community who
took up the opportunity to keep Glastonbury beautiful - as well as complete some volunteering
hours towards the Bronze Award! Real awareness of our local environment and our
responsibility to care for it – well done all!

Mrs Manning and Mrs Potter

This term Y8 students have been learning how to give physical descriptions in French including
what they are wearing. The French teachers are always looking for interesting ways to teach word
order and adjective agreements. We decided that looking at soldiers’ uniforms of the First World
War may provide an interesting way of practising and modelling the vocabulary and grammar.
Students were really engaged and it led to more work in French connected to WW1. The students
learnt about Les Poilus, the ‘new’ weapons of 1914, the countries involved and the condition of the
trenches that the soldiers lived in.
We also read a poem by a WW1 French poet called Apollinaire, the poems that he wrote became
famous not only for the words but also the shapes they formed on the page. These poems became
known as Calligrammes. Year 8 were so inspired that they had a go at writing their own
Calligramme poems.
Mrs Tilesi and Mrs Easterbrook
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Seasonal Cooking Club
It has been a great term at year 8 Seasonal Cooking Club, improving cooking skills and technique.
Year 8s have made stained glass gingerbread biscuits and flaky pastry pork and apple sausage rolls.
The outcomes have been fantastic and I look forward to continuing this after Christmas with more
seasonal themes and ingredients - well done!

We were asked by Tesco to create a piece of artwork that represented all things Christmas. Year 7s were
given the brief of ‘one-point perspective’ to link this work with the project work they have been doing this
term. Year 7s used their skills to create beautiful christmas scenes. Well done all and you can see your
creations in the pasta aisle in Tesco, Glastonbury

.

Over the past few months Drama Club have been preparing for an end of term performance.
Students from across Years 7 to 10 have been rehearsing, after school, to create an excellent
celebration of some of their talents. We have a solo violinist, an unusual variation of The Night
before Christmas, an unusual rendition of an extract from 'A Christmas Carol' by Charles
Dickens and some Christmas singing too. We hope to have a school production for you all to come
and see in the Summer Term so watch this space.

Year 10 have been practising their creative writing skills by entering their work in a national
competition organised by the Somerset Anne Frank Youth Awards. This year the theme of the work
- which could be submitted in any creative format - was based upon the following quotation by Anne
Frank:

“I keep my ideals,because, in spite of everything, I still believe that people are really good
at heart.”
Anne’s sentiment clearly links with our TRAK values and led to discussions around why this is a
good viewpoint and perspective to have and why it remains relevant today. Here are a selection of
excellent entries:

Simpler Times they Were - George Munns

Blissfully, the luscious grass rests in the soothing rays of warmth. Vibrant pillow clouds bulge with
ferocious orange light; so wondrously elegant. Standing with strength, the glorious mountain stares
down at her powerful beauty in the reflection of the shimmering lake. Playful leaves twist and turn
as if they are mad while they fall to their warm and delightful death. So quiet.
Off in the distance, a tree so small stands taller and prouder than any cloud, or mountain or lake.
She’s a legend. She sits and curiously listens to the tweets of the birds. The sly sway of the grass.
True harmony; she experiences every day.
Exhilarated, the refreshing wind flows through the crowd of wooden giants, welcoming the strong
scent of pine to the happy pool of nature. Ticking grass-hoppers laugh through the tall unmanned
grass as the sun says goodnight like a mothers kiss. Simpler times they were...
Still pitched upon the mountain top, the tree so small, stands taller than any factory, crane, or lorry.
She stands and weeps, watching this massacre of nature before her. Giant, wizened trees being
cut. The melancholy grass being blackened stronger each day. With a sturdy voice, the small tree
exclaims to herself while wiping away a tear,
“ I keep my ideals, because in spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at
heart.”.

Just a Little Kindness - Heidi Davis
She walked, quickly but knowingly of her surroundings,
She has always wondered what those chippy employers giggled about when she walked by,
What those young girls pointed at as she passed them,
But most of all she wondered why those boys,
Boys dressed in black coats, black joggers,
black hats, summed up with the sniggers of gossip,
The stereotypes of the devil,
Acting as if toddlers, when food comes out,
Giggled and gossiped about her.
She knows black signifies evil, but she kept her ideals,
She carried on passing, although in her mind she believed she should speak up to those gossiping
boys.
Headed straight for the flower shop,
‘Benevolence comes from within’
Ladened with hidden gems,
Disguised as roses, poppies, a dozen languages of flowers.
Visions of the past few minutes spiralled around her head,
Those boys, sniggering mean comments, full of hate,
She wondered why?
Why was this generation full of devils?
Glimmering lights lit the shop,
Blinding her from finding her purse,
It slipped out of her hand,
As she went to grab it,
A black glove beat her to it.
As much as she wanted to believe this boy was going to steal it,
She kept her ideals.
On this occasion she was right,
He passed the purse back to the old lady,
Apologetic of his friends,
She made a new friend that day.
And so, she learned that very lesson.
One she told for the rest of her life.
‘Everyone is good at heart,
Whether you believe it or not,
Keep your ideals,
Because you might just be surprised’.

I Won’t Give Up - Dylan Diaz
Sometimes, even when all the evidence says the opposite,
we have to believe in something better.
Sometimes we feel like we might give up,
sometimes our faith in humanity is damaged.
But we have to go on.
Sometimes our fellow human beings live like they have no soul,
they seem to have forgotten who they are
and what they are living for.
Compassion is a distant memory,
love is squashed like rubbish under foot.
But still something glitters in the litter.
We can do better.
I won’t give up on people.
We are all connected at heart.
I won’t give up on my ideals.
This is the lifeblood that keeps me going.
These times are hard,
it feels like we are separating,
but this is impossibleour connection is eternal.
We talk about our differences.
We talk about diversity.
But do we share what is the same about us?
How we laugh or hurt, bleed or cry?
I won’t give up on humanity,
though at times it seems like
we’ve given up on ourselves.
I know the kindness of the human heart,
how people hide their light.
If I believe that evil acts and cruelty are our legacy
what point would there be?
Look at all the beauty and creativity,
the capacity for empathy.
I won’t give up on humanity.

Hidden Heart - Henry White
You can’t see the heart of a man from the outside,
He might conceal his heart behind his pride,
It may be something he wants to hide,
Last time he showed his heart he cried,
The reason he hides is because he lied,
He can’t open up trust me he's tried,
He would have to open his heart wide,
But for now he’ll be deprived,
But for now life goes on,
But for now life is hard,
The changes he has forgone,
But he's still really good at heart.

____________________________________________________________
Some amazing work from Year 10 here that shows real awareness of the feelings of others
as well as creatively seeking emotional truth, conveying the resilience of those who practice
gratitude and don’t give up and finally – as always – recognising that kindness is the most
powerful asset we have. Each of these creative pieces shows real empathy and
understanding for others. We are looking forward to hearing how they are received in the
competition. Well done Year 10!

7VS
I've been really impressed with how well Year 7 have settled into life here at St. Dunstan’s,
particularly given how disrupted the last two years of their schooling has been. They have shown
real maturity with the way they have handled the leap from Primary to Secondary school and have
very quickly demonstrated the TRAK values of Truth, Resilience, Awareness and Kindness.
Keep going Year 7; you are a real asset to our community and we're so pleased to have you with
us! Mrs Smith
7LL
7LL have made Mrs Loud so proud to be their tutor! Students have settled into secondary school
life amazingly well, following the school rules and routines and always looking incredibly smart
(some even say they are the best dressed tutor!) Recently we have focussed on being ready to
learn by having an equipment check every morning. I have been so impressed with how the
majority of the tutor group have all their equipment with them ready to learn every day. We’ve been
carrying out an equipment check against the clock so now the challenge is on to see if we can beat
our time of 90 seconds! I hope you all have a lovely Christmas and enjoy a well deserved break and
I look forward to seeing you all continue to shine in the new year. Mrs Loud
7RM
It has been a pleasure to get to know the students in the group. They have all settled in well as part
of our family. They are kind, polite and eager to play a positive role in the life of the school. It has
also been great to see happy smiling faces and students who are enthusiastic about their learning;
staying on TRAK with 7RM! Mr Maple
7BH
7BH have had a very successful first term at St Dunstan’s School and it has been amazing to get to
know everyone! I have seen so many examples of kindness from students who regularly look out
for and support one another. I have also heard many great things about our group from other
members of staff who have noticed the progress they have made since September and the positive
attitude they have towards their learning. Have a great Christmas! I look forward to seeing you all
again in the new year. Mr Harris
What a term! I am so incredibly proud of how well Year 7 have settled into St Dunstan’s. They have
taken every opportunity to get involved with school activities, from Extra Curricular Clubs to School
Council. Their resilience should be commended given the impact COVID has had on everything.
They have lived up to our high expectations and this is evident in the sheer volume of house points
awarded. Congratulations Year 7 you made it to the end of a very long term. I hope you all have a
well-earned rest and wonderful Christmas. Mrs Easterbrook
Housepoints - Top 5 Year 7 students

Tutor Group Totals

Erin D

7VS = 1378

Zeppy M

7RM = 1312

Violet H

7LL = 1282

Alfie C

7BH = 1259

Declan P

8JP
Year 8 rock, especially my tutor group! I couldn't be more proud of you all. I have noticed how kind
you are as a year group, looking after each other and being polite to all members of staff. Your
Drama lessons, the contribution some of you have made to Drama Club and the fun English
lessons we have are all excellent examples of how much you are giving your best to this school.
You should be so proud of yourselves. We are very proud of you indeed. Have a brilliant Christmas
and I look forward to seeing you all next year. Mrs Pulford
8CH
What an exceptionally lovely tutor group!
You have settled in to this academic year, are well-behaved in tutor, with good uniform and
contribute well to class discussions. Ms Howell is impressed with those she teaches for Art. She
thinks you have been focused, engaged, contribute well and are willing to challenge yourselves,
showing resilience, well done!! Mr Conway/Ms Howell
8SB
It has been wonderful becoming a year 8 tutor this year, so many lovely, caring, kind and thoughtful
pupils, so many funny and entertaining characters too. I have really appreciated all of the help you
have given me during tutor time and I look forward to spending the beginning of 2022 with you.
Have a fantastic festive break, you deserve it! Mrs Bodman
Well done Year 8 for getting to the end of this term, it has been a long time coming, and I am proud
to say that you have settled in well to Year 8 life at St Dunstan’s. It has been wonderful to work
alongside our Environment Team (which is made up entirely of Year 8 students) and the ideas that
they have to make St Dunstan’s even better has filled me with immense pride. Congratulations Year
8. I hope you all have a well-earned rest and wonderful Christmas. Mrs Easterbrook
Housepoints - Top 5 Year 8 Students
Leonora C-C

Tutor Group totals

Rosalyn P-E

8JP = 1209

Ammathyst O’S

8SB = 1098

Blake G

8CH = 101

Lexie C

Year 9
9HP have made a wonderful start to the school year. It is great to be embedding our TRAK values
in tutor time and in the activities we are doing to encompass PSHE and career guidance. 9HP settle
well every morning to complete DEAR and look smart and ready to learn. I am very proud to be
their tutor. Mrs Potter
Year 9 have been excellent at settling back into school, making an effort to stay on TRAK every
day. They have taken part in extra curricular activities including badminton and basketball club, as
well as starting their Duke of Edinburgh award and beginning the planning phase. Many year 9
students played a part in making open evening a success and showed parents some of the great
things the school has to offer. Mr Norris
9IR are simply the best! They have settled into the new year amazingly well considering the
difficulties we all had to endure last year. So many of them have grown as people this term, and
are really living our TRAK values. The number of takers for the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme
has shown how they are prepared to take on new challenges. The way they represent everything
the school stands for is to their credit. This was made obvious through the number of volunteers at
the open evening. Mr Rowland
Well done for all your hard work this term - I know that things are getting progressively harder now
that you are even closer to Year 10 so well done for being so resilient and ‘sticking at it’. I know you
are all keen to choose your options for next year and more details about this will follow in the New
Year. It is great to see so many participation logs for students attending the variety of clubs and
activities we have to offer - fantastic! Congratulations Year 9. I hope you all have a well-earned rest
and wonderful Christmas. Mrs Easterbrook
Top 5 Year 9 Students

Tutor Group Totals

Antonia Q

9IR = 1059

Rebekah S-D

9HP = 1046

Lily C

9TN = 954

Zuzia S
Simon S

10TW consists of a range of wonderful individuals who have settled in to a great, caring tutor group;
who work hard to stay on TRAK! Not only do we have St Dunstan's KS4 top 3 housepoint
achievers; Frankie, Mohamad and Anna; we also have some excellent progressing musicians;
Naya, Nimai and Alarnia, as well as some active sport-club performers; Oliver, Scott and Frankie.
These are just to name a few! I look forward to see what marvellous achievements we will
encounter next year!
I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas break and I will see you next year!
Miss Whittaker

10TP have made a solid start to Year 10. I have been very impressed with how they have been
demonstrating the school's TRAK values in tutor. Numerous pupils have been nominated for
'milkshake with the head' which is in recognition of consistently excellent effort, attitude and
exhibiting TRAK values and all complete their DEAR every morning. Have a great break and I will
see you all in the new year,
Mr Pavli
10CT is full of lovely, lively individuals who express our TRAK values everyday, from showing
KINDNESS to a new tutor through to RESILIENCE at this very changeable time. Our tutor group
has shown what great young people they are through their participation in our schools charity
events, joining extracurricular activities and we've had some of our lovely tutors even sign up for the
Duke of Edinburgh award. I'm so proud to be part of this tutor group who show different skills
everyday (with budding artists, actors and musicians to name a few).
Well Done Team Thomason, keep up the great work.
Mrs Thomason

Mock Exams
A huge congratulations go to all of our Year 11 students. Their confidence , determination and resilience has
shone throughout their mock exams. Their attitude to the exams, as well as their desire to demonstrate
their considerable knowledge, has been phenomenal. Well done, we are proud of you all!
Mock results day on Friday 10th, gave students a chance to experience the feeling of getting the full set of
results as they will in August. Of course, this ‘rehearsal’ gives our Year 11 the opportunity to change the
course of the future through reflection and by planning in thorough revision sessions. Staff have gone
through exam scripts and explained how marks are awarded so that students are able to approach papers
with more confidence and experience next time.

Revision Sessions
Revision sessions for English and Science are on Wednesdays (Science) and Thursday (English). These will
take place between 3.20 - 4.15 in the English and Science Blocks. More subjects will be adding revision
sessions from January.
Please help your son or daughter to plan their revision timetable. They will value your input and might need
a helping hand to ensure that regular breaks are in place as well as making sure that all subjects are covered.
Here are some links to help you:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn3497h
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/how-to-create-a-revision-timetable/

Strode College
We were brimming with pride as our Year 11s enjoyed their taster day at Strode College. Although some
were anxious this morning, those nerves soon became smiles as they tried a whole range of different
courses available. From vocational courses in Hairdressing and Barbering ; T levels in Healthcare in the swish
new hospital wing; Travel and Tourism and Hospitality courses; A levels in Criminology, Psychology and
Sociology and many, many other subjects. There was something for everyone and we know that the spark of
excitement has now been lit and we have some very motivated, enthusiastic students eagerly planning the
next chapter in their lives. TRAK values were exhibited in their abundance. Well done Year 11!

Some Feedback from our Year 11s
Strode Taster Day - A Review by Beau Miller Davis
My experience with Strode started with receiving the prospectus, browsing through like a man and his daily
paper, observing potential subjects. It was then I had a better idea of what I wanted to take in college. Whilst
not intending to attend Strode, I thought it would be beneficial to experience my potential options as a way to
gather new knowledge and help me truly decide.
I’ve never been one for making big decisions, so I had to be sure without any doubt in my head what I wanted
to study at A-level. I decided upon Sociology, Law, English Language, and Psychology. All of these are quite
debate and engagement focused subjects, which I think was the primary appeal.
In the days leading up to it, the college experience was fresh and repetitive in my mind. I was excited to get a
taste of the maturity and advanced concepts that I felt secondary school lacked, and this led to me preparing
myself mentally and somewhat socially for the overwhelming ordeal of being in a class with strangers, and
integrating myself into that somewhat. Being quite extroverted, I didn’t see it as a problem, but it was my first
impression I was concerned about, even if temporary.
Yet the preparation did not ready me for the rush of anxiety that slapped me like the crisp cold air that
engulfed me as I waited outside the coach. I was nervous, but my instinctive remedy was to throw myself into
it, as one would into a cold body of water to adjust themselves. The coach rumbled as I sat in the back,
abstracted from the loud boom of chatter so I could ponder various outcomes for the day that lay ahead.

Upon arrival at the college I noticed three or four other schools waiting there, children bustling around and
talking to each other; some restrained, some pushing each other. Getting off the bus, a purple lanyard and
map with my lessons for the day were thrust into my arms and I was bustling off with the sociology group to
attempt to find the J Block. I tried to make a mental map of the place: its tall buildings and colourful
architecture with labelled doors surrounding me like a city of academia. I felt optimistic. I felt adventurous. I
felt ready.
All of that went out of the window when I reached the sociology classroom and students started pouring in:
what was my first impression going to be like? How was I going to present myself?
It went by fast, I contributed my ideas happily to social groups and I felt like my knowledge was valued,
which provided me with a drive to keep learning.

Law came and went, I identified it as a course of interest, but I was still ambivalent about choosing it. Lunch
was a cacophony of voices and faces, so many people that could perceive me, I was shaking with anxiety as I
attempted to eat the lunch I had been given. I saw some familiar faces, and sat to play a casual and fun
hearted game of Chess with a friend. Overall lunch was interesting, but inarticulably crowded.
Walking back and forth I felt like I was getting a better idea of the college, and English language was a very
positive experience. I learnt a lot that I hadn’t previously known, and it quickly solidified itself as a definite
course I intend to pick.
Lastly, walking to the last block, I felt independent. At the start of the day I had felt nervous and unprepared,
but now the campus did not phase me, and as I entered Psychology, a smile could be seen on my face, one of
smugness, yet not in an overconfident manner. I enjoyed psychology the most. I can see why it is a popular
course; the teacher was a wise-cracking wild card with an interesting perspective on human behaviour.
Leaving the college, I felt like I had learned a lot about college life, the cafeteria and social areas felt a little
cramped for my liking, but despite that I had a wholly positive experience, and felt like there was still a
plethora to be learned inside those walls.

Strode Taster Day - A Review by Aaron Selway
As we got off the coach we were given our time table and a map so that we knew where we were going. As
well as this, we were given a purple lanyard to show that we had a negative covid lateral flow test. With the
recent omicron strain of the covid 19 virus I feel that this was such a good step to protect both students and
staff from the terrible pandemic.
First I went to Business Studies where there were only seven people in the class. I immediately thought that
this would be bad but after it got into the swing of things everyone worked in pairs to work out a little taste of
what we would learn if we chose the subject. We also used our prior business knowledge to figure out how
Santa’s business would run in the months coming up to Christmas, which was quite fun.
Next it was Geography which I knew had some of my friends in so I was excited. Once I got in we learned
about what the course would look like from September 2022 and we also learned about some of the fun trips
and other experiences we would go on during the 2 years. As well as working independently we worked in
groups of 2 (although this was assigned) everyone seemed to be happy to talk to each other so at times we all
had a big discussion about important things and places in the local area.
After we finished this we had a lunch break where the people in the canteen served us various different drinks
as well as either a bacon roll or a slice of pizza and a double chocolate cookie if we pleased. Once we got this
we found a seat to sit down where we could all catch up on how our day was so far and we could also speak
to some old/new friends that we had seen there.
Finally once lunch had finished we had to go to our next subject which for me was a double lesson of T-Level
Management and Administration. This subject was one of the two options I was thinking about taking in
college so I was quite excited to get an insight as to what was to come and also to get to know the teacher
even further (we had spoken before at one of the open evenings). The lesson was very fun and I enjoyed
working collaboratively with students from other schools while we tried to figure out different brand logos.
We also learned who the top 8 richest entrepreneurs in the world were. To no surprise it was Jeff Bezoz but
there were also a few people whom we didn't expect to be there, one of which was Karen Brady (the current
vice chairman of West Ham).
A big thanks to all the teachers around the college for making us students from Year 11 in St Dunstans feel so
welcome and many of us hope to have a great time together once we join the college.

Strode Taster Day - A Review by Fleur Lock
Before going to Strode, when choosing my options I knew I wanted to do Business and Criminology, but I
wasn’t sure whether or not to take Psychology or Law. The morning I went to Strode Taster Day I was
nervous and anxious, because of how big and new the college would be to me, coming from a small school
and not knowing people that would be in my classes. When I stepped off the coach, the nerves really got the
best of me, when I realised I wouldn't be with some of my friends who chose the same options as me, and
when they gave me the lanyard and told me to go to my class, I was really nervous I would get lost.
My first taster lesson was Business Studies. I was there with 6 other students, one of whom was from my
school so at least I knew one person. The lesson itself was good and we engaged in an activity that was both
fun but also educational. I learned about the assessment papers at the end of year 2,and what we were going
to learn in both year 1 and year 2, which helped me a lot to realise that I did want to do it next year in
college.
My second taster lesson was Psychology. I was in the theatre foyer, which was hard to find but when I found
it, I realised I was one of 2 St Dunstan’s students yet again. This didn't stop me from learning all about what
was included in a Psychology A level, and we did some quizzes where we used a piece of paper with a cross
or tick on it, to decide whether we thought the story was true or not.
My third taster lesson was Law. I was yet again 1 of 2 St Dunstan’s students. Even though the proper Law
teacher wasn’t in, we learned what was included in the law course. We played this ‘game’, if you want to call
it that, where we all had a numbered envelope and inside was the character we were, we were stuck on an
island with a boat that only fitted 9 people in, and out of 15 people we had to decide who were the most
important people that should be saved. We had to read a statement about ourselves to the rest of the class, but
some other people had additional information that we wouldn't include. So we had to discuss and decide who
to save, whilst having debates when someone would bring up additional information. It was quite interesting
but I realised I was only interested in ⅓ of the course, so it wouldn’t be the option for me.
Reverse Advent Calendar - December 2021
December has arrived and in homes across the country, cardboard doors will be opened in the traditional
countdown to Christmas. But just as some look to luxury, our Year 11s are choosing to reverse things this
advent - with a calendar which gives back. The idea is simple; instead of opening the door to a chocolate or
picture, they do the giving.
Students have been putting aside a donation of food each day of advent, so they have a collection of goods
ready to drop off in time for Christmas. All donations will be given to Glastonbury Bridging the Gap at the
end of term. We have been overwhelmed with their kind donations.
https://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/glastonbury/churches/foodbank/

TRAK Values Artwork
We were sent this lovely drawing by one of our Year 7 pupils, Alfie Cook. It is wonderful to see so
many students, especially those relatively new to the school, embracing our school values. It is also
a great reminder for us all to continue to live these core values, in what are extremely challenging
times for everyone. Thanks for the reminder Alfie!

On 7th December we welcomed Collaborate Digital into school to work with Year 9 Students.
Students had a workshop about issues that students may face in order to create a video or podcast
to further inform others. The topics (County Lines, Knife Crime, Violence towards Women) were
quite hard-hitting and the maturity shown was great to see. As always students approached the day
with enthusiasm and participated well in the discussions, seeking TRUTH, showing RESILIENCE,
displaying AWARENESS and demonstrating KINDNESS.Mrs Easterbrook was very proud!
As this is a competition we will let students and parents/carers know as soon as we have the
finished article so that we can vote for it - fingers crossed we win again this year, as we have done
so in the past. Mrs Easterbrook
#alwaysontrak #collaboratedigitalcompetition #comeonstdunstansglastonbury

Students’ work display
We have a small display in the learning support block for students to put up work that they, or the
teaching staff, are particularly proud of. So far we have some fantastic posters from Yr 7.
Several are about healthy living produced in PSHE, an informative bullying piece composed on a
computer and a re-designed book cover.

Students were asked to create Christmas Tree decorations for St John’s Church – here is their work
on display in the church – do pop in and see it in the flesh if you get a chance!

Staying on T.R.A.K
As you know, we have identified the values that we feel best represent our school.





Truth
Resilience
Awareness
Kindness

We are proud every day to see our students embracing these core values – Staying on TRAK can only make
school and the wider world better places for us and those around us.

‘R:pple’ - The internet can be a force for tremendous good or harm. Here is one tool that
attempts to tip the scales in favour of the positive.
While Christmas is a cheerful time for many of us, it is a sad fact that over the last two years
internet searches for suicidal thoughts have increased by 23%, searches for suicide methods have
increased by 50% and searches for suicide hotlines have increased by 125% (Semrush: 2021).
We have seen this increase within our own student body too, and whilst this is still a tiny minority, 1
student feeling this way is too many. What is sadder still, is that - often when young people search
these key phrases online - they often come across any number of websites that are actually
harmful, and in some cases explore how these thoughts can be acted on.
‘R;pple’ is an online interceptive tool designed to ensure more help and support is provided
to individuals who are conducting searches relating to self-injury or suicide.
If a young person searches for something related to self-injury or suicide, R;pple intercepts the
search, provides an immediate, vibrant display on a user’s device, consisting of a message of hope
as well as a selection of mental health resources in a range of different communicative options from
free, established and 24/7 charity services.
Through R;pple, an individual feeling despair and researching harmful content will be urged to
instead seek the mental health support they deserve and need in a way that works best for them.

If you are interested in finding out more and downloading the software onto your devices at
home, please click the following link:
Somerset Health & Wellbeing: R;pple

Further tips on e-safety for parents from CEOP

1. Make sure your child knows where to go for support: Remind them they can always speak to you
or an adult they trust if anything happens online that makes them feel worried or upset. For a
breakdown of report services, visit: Supporting your child with reporting unwanted content online
2. Make sure they know about CEOP: Young people can report a concern about grooming or
sexual abuse to CEOP at https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ and get support from a
specialist Child Protection Advisor.
3. Have an ongoing conversation: Continue to talk about the apps, games and sites they like to
use, and what they like and don’t like and any concerns about being online. Discuss with them
when to unfollow, block or report. For help starting this conversation, read having a
conversation with your child.

STAY ON TRAK

Our School Nurse service is
running very successfully. If
students have concerns or
need to talk to someone over
the summer, they can use the
text number or QR code in
the poster to access help or
advice.

We have been asked to carry out Covid testing at the start of next term; a separate letter from Mrs Bevan is
being sent to all parents. In that letter you will find the details about symptoms, close contacts testing and
the staggered start to next term. The first full day of lessons for the full school will be Monday 10th January.
Years 9, 10 and 11 will have Covid tests on Thursday 6th January and Years 7 and 8 on Friday 8th January.




If you have previously given consent, you do not need to do anything as this consent
still stands
If you have not given consent previously and would now like to, you can do so by
following this link consent form
If you have given consent previously but now wish to withdraw your consent, please
email secretary@stdunstansschool.com stating your child’s name, date of birth, year
group and the fact that you wish to withdraw consent for testing

We know there has been a significant rise in negative online incidents and experiences for young
people. A huge thank you to the NSPCC for running a webinar about online safety for us. A reminder
that this webinar was recorded and we have uploaded it for parents / carers who were not able to
attend. Please find the link below.
St Dunstan's Online Safety Webinar
We are hoping to run another such session next year, for people that would like to receive the
training whilst having the opportunity to ask questions, and we will keep you informed about this.
The NSPCC also provided us with additional resources to help parents / carers keep their children
safe online and these can be found below.
Avon and Somerset Police Webinars!
As you know, there have also been webinars run by Avon and Somerset Police but places were taken
up so quickly that it was difficult for a lot of parents to attend. We are delighted that the police have
set up a youtube channel so that you can see three recorded sessions covering topics including:




Exploitation of children online
Technical protective and safety measures available
Tips on starting a conversation with children about the internet and how to use it safely.

Here is the link – we highly recommend viewing the videos:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf41oqLODZCDKOmdj6ulSDg

Net Aware: An easy guide to apps, games and sites:
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
NSPCC Online safety resources:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
Advice and support for young people, via Childline:
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
YoungMinds parent helpline:
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/
https://vimeo.com/480839159
Have a look at this film about who to trust online
https://vimeo.com/uksic
Please note that you can find the Trust safeguarding policy (and all other policies) by using this link:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5Z73cTOEMQdTVJCVU0weFZQb2s?resourcekey=0mC9nM0f-rFEjRkAeis0sAw

Medicines/Medical Conditions
Please remember to update any medical conditions or required medicines with the school office.
If your son/daughter suffers from Asthma and uses an inhaler or has an allergy and requires an
epipen, please supply the school with a spare to keep for emergencies.
Prescribed medicines administered by the school or unprescribed medicines administered by
students both require an authorised form to be completed which is available from the school
office

Keeping in contact

Please remember to update any changes of your contact details for your son/daughter with the
school office.
You can make changes to your details by calling 01458 832943 or emailing:
secretary@stdunstansschool.com.
We are relying on email communication more than ever to send you updates and notices.
To help you to receive your emails promptly, there are a few things you can do to help




Inform the school if you change your email address
Check your email box daily including your SPAM mail
Regularly sort and delete any unrequired messages to keep space in your inbox

We will look forward to seeing everyone back in their classrooms, in
correct uniform and with the correct equipment (including a reading
book) in the New Year (see letter for specific dates for staggered start). A
reminder that students should be in their classroom at 8.50 and so should
arrive on site by 8.45

Term 3 HAS A STAGGERED START – SEE LETTER FROM MRS BEVAN
Term 3 ends on Friday 18 February 2022
Term 4 begins on Monday 28 February 2022
Term 4 ends on Friday 8 April 2022
Term 5 begins on Monday 25 April 2022
Term 5 ends on Friday 27 May 2022
Term 6 begins on 6 June 2022
Term 6 ends on 21 July 2022
Bank Holidays next year are:
03 January 2022*
Good Friday 15 April 2022
Easter Monday 18 April 2022
Early May Day Bank Holiday 02 May 2022
Spring Bank Holiday 02 June 2022
Platinum Jubilee 03 June 2022
Summer Bank Holiday 29 August 2022
*Replacement Bank Holiday day when Bank Holiday falls on a weekend

Have a great Christmas!

