A lot has changed since the last newsletter at Christmas with the most recent
national lockdown and a shift to online learning. This has been a very different
experience to last summer as we have all learnt more about how to deliver online
learning and the government has been much clearer about its expectations.
Moving online has been a significant change to the way students, staff and
parents have had to work, and I would like to thank everybody for their part in
making online learning so successful.
We have held Mental Health days during this lock down to allow students and
staff an opportunity to catch up as we know that this experience has been more
intense and challenging than our normal way of working.
At the end of last term, we said goodbye to Mr Parfitt who has moved to become Assistant Headteacher at
Kings of Wessex School and Mrs Hawthorne who has left to pursue a change of career. We wish them
both well in their new ventures. In January, we welcomed two new staff, Ms Deters who has joined us as
Head of Faculty for Science and Music and Mr Saunders who has joined us our new music teacher. They
introduce themselves later in this newsletter.
Over the last couple of weeks, we have surveyed parents and pupils for their views on online learning.
Thank you to those of you who completed the survey as this will help us to further refine what we do and
make the experience as good as we can. You will find the results of these surveys later on in this
newsletter.
Whilst we have not been at school this term, Year 9 have been involved in their options process and we
have had an online parents evening and made a virtual options website to help them with this process.
We have been working hard with Park Road Support Centre in Frome who will be joining St Dunstan’s in
the near future. We have already started to work with them on curriculum and assessment and will be
working closely with their staff to share expertise and resources to support students in the base and at St
Dunstan’s. The base will remain in Frome until the new base is built at St Dunstan’s, which we hope will be
around Easter 2023.
We are really looking forward to having students back at school and returning to some form of normality
and face to face teaching soon. Although the government has said, schools may return on 8th March, at
this moment we do not have details of how or when schools will return, but we will of course let you know
as soon as we have details.
The end of this term is Friday 12th February and online learning will resume on Monday 22nd February. We
hope you have a restful and enjoyable half term.

At the start of term, we welcomed two new members of staff – Ms Deters, Head of Science and Mr
Saunders, teacher of Music. We know they have been impressed by the KINDNESS shown to them by
students and staff as well as the RESILIENCE shown by students as they develop their skills through
online learning. As they have only had the chance to interact online with most students, we thought we
would ask them to introduce themselves in their own words:

Ms Deters:
Well, it certainly has been a bizarre time to start a new school and so far, strange as it is to admit, I have
really enjoyed it. I would like to thank the pupils I teach for taking all these changes in their stride and for
engaging with some fascinating topics in science.
Pupils always ask me what my favourite topic is and quite honestly, it changes every year. There is never a
dull moment in Forces or Waves and how can anybody not find the Periodic Table captivating as an
elegant and perfect record of ingredients for the universe?
In my spare time, you will find me re-reading Lord of the Rings, re-watching the Marvel films, or exploring
new walks in Somerset. As a born and bred Londoner, all this fresh air is doing me the world of good!

Mr Saunders:
Even though it’s been a weird time to start a new job, I’ve been super impressed with some of the young
musicians at St Dunstan’s so far!
As well as being a teacher, I am also a freelance session trombonist. I am lucky enough to get to use this
job travelling the world and playing at festivals such as Glastonbury, Boomtown, Isle of Wight and lots
more! I have also played with, and learned a lot from, some incredible artists over my years including
Paloma Faith and Stormzy to name a few pop ones, as well as some incredible jazz artists such as the
London Jazz Orchestra and Dame Cleo Laine. I am also part of some upcoming bands on the Pop and
Reggae scene whom I get to travel around with and are basically my musical family.
If I’m not writing music in my studio, I’m usually playing video games, trying to keep up with all the
incredible gamers on Warzone and Rocket League and I’m also a bit of a secret nerd, love to read comic
books and talk far too much about the Marvel Cinematic Universe or Star Wars…I know…
I’m also extremely excited to get back in the classroom, meet everyone properly and start playing some
real music using some real instruments!

At the time of writing, we are still awaiting news on how final grades will be decided for Year 11. We are
impressed by the way the vast majority of year 11 have continued to engage with online work. Please
encourage your children to keep doing so – anything produced between now and the ‘exam season’ may
be needed as evidence to justify grades awarded. As soon as we have specific details from the
government, we will share these with you.

Although most students have not been in school, there has still been plenty going on. We thought we
would share some of it with you:

Year 7s conducted their first St Dunstan's practical Food and Nutrition lesson last week where they
demonstrated the health, safety and hygiene techniques learnt in term 1 & 2 to create stuffed peppers. It
was great to see so many students cooking at home and improving their cooking skills; thanks for the
pictures, Blake, Sam, Leonora, Olivia, Daniel, Maude and Rosalyn. Well done to everyone for having a go!
Thank you to parents for ensuring students had the ingredients and the use of the kitchen – we hope you
enjoyed your meal!

Year 10s have been learning about Food Science and the chemical properties of foods. Students have
been conducting a range of practical lessons at home to demonstrate the working properties of key
ingredients; aeration, gelatinisation, shortening, coagulation and caramelisation. The dishes that have been
made are chocolate mousse, honeycomb, profiteroles and egg custard tart. They have sought out the
TRUTH about the chemical properties of their recipes. Thank you to Eve, Ollie, George, Aaron, Albert and
Sarah for the pictures.

Year 7 have been working on a Greek Mythology project as part of their creative writing unit in English.
The students were challenged to respond creatively to the myths of Medusa. The task involved researching
the stories of how Medusa was transformed from beautiful to horrific and also the story of Perseus and how
he overcame Medusa's powers. They were given freedom to respond in any creative way they chose
(cooking, dance, painting, coding etc.) with extra points if they could carry out the challenge away from a
screen! Their work shows real AWARENESS of the main attributes of Medusa!
Poppy created an amazing Medusa face out of fruit and veg. Leonora painted this fantastic Medusa to go
alongside her beautiful creative writing and Elysia made ‘before and after’ cookies! Well done and thank
you for sending us photos of your creations!

This is my Medusa fruit and
vegetable platter. I used
grapes for the eyes, celery for
the face, curly kale for the
snakes in her hair, sweetcorn
and pepper for her mouth and
apple for her eyebrows. I also
used celery for her nose.

In art, Year 9 have been studying the works of painters who produce realistic images and then producing
their own. Michael Eliza and Chloe have sent these pictures of their fantastic work:

Year 7’s topic this term has been Fantasy Shoes; students have been creating shoes using animal
features. Whilst at home, they have been applying the following drawing skills developed in school:
drawing accurately, tonal shading, colour blending and mixing, creating texture. Well done to Ammathyst,
Rosalyn and Leonora for these wonderful examples:

Year 8 have been learning to use a one point perspective – starting with their names:

Well done Devin and Milo – thank you
for sharing your wonderful work!

Mrs Loud was very proud of the work her year 7s completed on an investigation into volume of prisms and
cylinders. They were asked to find some prism shaped objects in their home, measure them and calculate
the volume.
Maude selected a variety of prisms and presented her work beautifully!

Tilo and Jake chose to explore volume using 1

boxes in Minecraft!

Mrs Loud also wants to give a special shout out to her year 9s who have shown some tremendous
RESILIENCE tackling some grade 7 maths! Well done!

La chandeleur (2nd Feb - French pancake day)
On Tuesday 2nd February, it was La chandeleur - French pancake day. It is a religious holiday that comes
40 days after Christmas - the tradition is to eat pancakes. The French believe that if you hold a piece of
gold in your left hand and flip the pancake with your right hand, it will bring you luck for the year. It was
great to receive so many photos of the wonderful crepes you made! I hope you enjoyed them and well done
to those of you that tried savoury pancakes too!
Grammar
This year in French at St Dunstan's we want to teach using exciting, authentic resources. So in order to
teach y8 about nouns and gender and all the little words that baffle English people, we used a set of real
French children's books. We looked at the book covers and the titles, which all contain nouns and little
words! We also discovered that French adults read scary stories to their children. Eg. The Revenge of the
Rabbits; The Emergency Clown; The Weight of Disappointment. Y8 had a go themselves and created
scary book covers with French titles. All the little words are correct, hurrah! Thank you to all the y8 classes
and particularly to Coral, Isla and Freya, the amazing artists who painted the background to create this
stunning display.

Your Choice, Your Future
Year 11 careers interviews have been going ahead via telephone conversations with our Careers adviser
Mrs McKinley. If any student/carer would like additional discussions with her please contact her via email
at jmckinley1@stdunstansschool.com. General queries can be made to Mr Jones or form tutors.
College Applications
Many students have already made applications to college for September. It is important to get these in as
soon as possible. A reminder that you can apply to a number of different courses at more than one college
and there is flexibility to change your choices as we move through the year. More guidance available on our
school website careers page or on the websites of all our local FE colleges:
https://www.strode-college.ac.uk/
https://www.btc.ac.uk/
https://www.btc.ac.uk/the-college/campuses/cannington-campus/

We received an email from Luca’s mum telling us that she had set him a challenge to build a bench box/tidy
for the family’s recycling bins. Luca (year 7) rose to the challenge and showed great RESILIENCE in
measuring and cutting the wood on his own and then building the bench box. He has also shown real
KINDNESS by doing this job for his mum AND he has been doing his schoolwork– well done Luca!

Thank you for your responses to our recent pupil and parent surveys. Here are the responses and our
actions as a result:
Headlines from Pupil Online Learning Survey

Online Learning - Pupils (Responses)
82 Responses

% Positive

I have an area at home where I can focus on school work.

90

Do you enjoy your online lessons

73

Do you feel you are achieving well during online learning

89

I can keep up with the amount of school work I have to complete

60

Teachers explain how your lessons fit into the topic you are learning?

94

Teachers refer to learning you have already done to help you learn better?

90

I know how to keep safe online

100

I don’t feel stressed/anxious about the amount of work I have to complete

52

Have you been contacted by members of staff to talk to you about your progress and welfare?

87

I know where to get support if I’m struggling at home

94

Mental Health day helped me to catch up or relax

88

Should we run regular Mental Health days whilst working online.

98

We Did...
We have reflected on these responses and will be reducing the amount of work we require in each
lesson, whilst still ensuring students are challenged and working hard. We have replaced PSHE lessons
during children's mental health week with lessons specifically to support students with their mental
health. We have increased the contact with teachers to at least once a fortnight to provide pastoral
support for students (and parents)

Headlines from Parent’s Online Learning Survey

Online Learning - Parents and Carers (Responses)
94 Responses

% Positive

My child has access to a computer or tablet at home to do school work.

100

My child has access to internet connection that is fast enough to stream videos.

97

My child is completing all their school work in the set time allocated

74

My child receives the right amount of school work to complete.

88

My child is coping well with the amount of work.

84

My child is coping well working in the home environment.

74

My child is feeling stressed/anxious at home.

79

A member of staff has contacted me in the last 3 weeks regarding my child's progress and welfare.

98

My child knows where to get wellbeing support (e.g. online mental health resources)

93

My child knows how to stay safe online

96

I know where to get support to help my child learn at home (e.g. online resources)

89

Was the recent Mental Health day a good idea?

97

Should we have regular Mental Health days whilst working online?

95

I know how to access wellbeing support (e.g online mental health resources)

91

We Did...
We have reduced the quantity of work expected within each lesson. We have also looked at ways to
reduce the number of lessons that students sit at the screen. We have had PSHE lessons during Mental
Health week to help students manage their anxiety during this difficult time. We have included
information on how to support your child at home with this newsletter.

You Said...

We Did...

How can our school provide you with more support for home learning?
More live lessons (9 responses)

All teachers are aiming to deliver at least ⅓ of their lessons as ‘live lessons’.
Teachers will aim to do more ‘live’ lessons where appropriate next half term.

More Mental Health Days (8
responses)

We have already had another Mental Health day and aim to run these every 2-3
weeks during online learning.

Feedback to parents on lessons
completed online (10
responses)

We have set up guardian notifications in Google Classroom. All staff have now
ensured their classroom is set up correctly to send these out. If parents are not
receiving them, please contact us.

Notification of when live lessons
are taking place in advance (2
responses)

All teachers have been reminded to post at least 24 hours in advance that they
will be having a live lesson and the start time.

Longer deadlines for work to be
completed

Over the last couple of weeks, we have asked teachers to ensure they are only
setting work that can be completed within the time of the lesson, but with
deadlines of the following lesson.

Reduce the amount of work
required each lesson
Parents made aware of any
materials needed (Art/Cooking)
a week in advance

We are trying to avoid where possible needing additional materials at home but
where this is unavoidable we will ensure plenty of notice is given

Ensure there is a document to
complete for each lesson as it
says no work has been
submitted

All teachers are now aware of this.

We are getting the support
needed and are happy with
everything (28 responses)

All staff have received copies of the comments left by parents, praise has been
gratefully received - thank you.

What are we doing well?
Good communication with
teachers, supporting parents
and pupils (43 responses)

We have tried hard to ensure we get a good balance of support and information
for parents without overwhelming you - thank you

Following their school
timetables makes the work
much more manageable (15
responses)

This approach has certainly been much easier for us too and it allows us to
ensure students get the right balance of lessons

Live lessons (10 responses)
Mix of lessons (4 responses)

Thank you; we are getting used to live lessons! We will be trying to do more next
term, but will be careful to keep the mix of lessons right.

Everything we are doing (13
responses)

Thank you! The full responses have been shared with all staff.

What could we do to improve our approach to home learning?
More live lessons ( 9 responses)

Thank you; we are getting used to live lessons! We will be trying to do more next
term, but will be careful to keep the mix of lessons right.

Reduce the curriculum and
number of lessons (5
responses)

The government has been clear this time around that students in secondary
schools should receive 5 hours of online learning a day. (A full timetable)
We are very aware of how challenging this is without students being able to get
the benefits of face to face teaching, so we have asked teachers to set between
30 and 40 minutes work to ensure all students have time to complete the task.
Any work missed now will need to be caught up later, so we are trying hard to
get the right balance.

More information on what my
child is doing (6 responses)

All students and parents should be contacted at least once a fortnight by a
member of staff to discuss progress and welfare. We have also set up guardian
notifications in Google Classroom. All staff have now ensured their classroom is
set up correctly to send these out. If parents are not receiving them, please
contact us.

Vary the type of tasks set / time
away from the screen (6
responses)

We have fed this back to teachers and we have started to share different ways to
deliver online. PSHE lessons for the next 2 weeks will be a variety of tasks that
can be done away from a screen. Core PE lessons will focus on being away
from the screen.

Respond quickly to students
who are stuck with work (3
responses)

All teachers are delivering their full timetable and will try their best to respond to
queries and requests for help during the lesson, but otherwise delays may be
due to them teaching at that time.

Post work on time (3 responses)

This has been fed back to teachers, we hope this won’t be a problem in the
future.

Ensure the work is achievable in
the time given (3 responses)

We have recently reviewed the amount of work we are setting to try to get this
right. We aim to set work that all students can access during the lesson time.

More Mental Health days (5
responses)

We have already had another Mental Health day and aim to run these every 2-3
weeks during online learning.

Guidance for parents on what
students should be doing

Please find a guide attached to this newsletter

Nothing (12 responses)

Thank you for your feedback.

Please be aware that ALL responses have been shared with all staff and we will reflect upon all of them to improve
our practice.

Staying on T.R.A.K
In our last newsletter we explained that we have identified the values that we feel best represent our school.





Truth
Resilience
Awareness
Kindness

We believe that St Dunstan’s students should:





seek Truth, show a thirst for learning and question what they hear
grow Resilience by working hard, staying positive and embracing challenge
stay Aware of thoughts and feelings, their impact on others and the environment and share hope
choose Kindness by showing gratitude, respecting all and including others

As a result of living these core values, students will stay on TRAK; these values will be central to our school
life and will permeate all that we do.

Tuesday 9th February was Safer Internet Day – we shared quizzes and films on our facebook page to raise
awareness – here are the links:
Some helpful advice for parents and carers about helping teenagers to stay safe online
https://vimeo.com/480839159
Have a look at this film about who to trust online
https://vimeo.com/uksic
Here is a quiz to try as a reminder of all the things we need to know to be safe online
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/assets/2021/safety-quiz.pdf

As well as the Safer Internet Day information, we are repeating this notice from last term
as it is so important
We know there is currently a significant rise in negative online incidents and experiences for young people.
Our online safety training session went ahead as planned – those who attended found it very informative and
helpful in understanding how to keep children safer online. A huge thank you to the NSPCC and all those
who attended. As promised this webinar was recorded and we have uploaded it for parents / carers who were
not able to attend. Please find the link below.

St Dunstan's Online Safety Webinar
We are hoping to run another such session later in the year, for people that would like to receive the training
whilst having the opportunity to ask questions, and we will keep you informed about this. The NSPCC also
provided us with additional resources to help parents / carers keep their children safe online and these can
be found below.

Avon and Somerset Police Webinars – NEW!
As you know, there have also been webinars run by Avon and Somerset Police but places were taken up so
quickly that it was difficult for a lot of parents to attend. We are delighted that the police have set up a youtube
channel so that you can see three recorded sessions covering topics including:




Exploitation of children online
Technical protective and safety measures available
Tips on starting a conversation with children about the internet and how to use it safely.

Here is the link – we highly recommend viewing the videos:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf41oqLODZCDKOmdj6ulSDg
Net Aware: A easy guide to apps, games and sites:
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
NSPCC Online safety resources:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
Advice and support for young people, via Childline:
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
YoungMinds parent helpline:
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/

February 1st – 7th was Children’s Mental Health Week. All students were sent a PSHE lesson around the
idea of ‘Express Yourself’ which was the theme for the week run by Place2Be. Daily activities were shared
on our facebook page – these are listed below as you can do them any time not just during the week. We
also had two Mental Health Days this term to give everyone a break from the screen.


Dress to Express. Forget fashion and forget what anyone else thinks – this is the day to wear an
outfit that is 100% you.



Create a playlist that expresses who you are as a person. Whether it’s the style, title, lyrics or beat –
if it reflects you add it in.



Make a word cloud of all the words that represent you. This could include your personality, feelings,
passions, hobbies, dreams and more.



Choose an emotion (such as happy, excited or angry) and create a form of art that expresses this. It
could be anything from a drawing to creating a dance to creating a dance or video – get as creative
as you like.



Find a quote that reflects who you are or inspires you to express who you are. Why not stick it to
your wall or save it as your phone wallpaper, for a daily reminder?



Create a photo montage of everything that reflects you including all the ways that you like to express
yourself. Think about your hobbies, skills, likes and passions.



Write a list of all the ways you’re going to express yourself this year

Here is a montage made by Maddison in Year 7 – well done Maddison; a lovely collection of photos and a
great reason for choosing them!

Our hard working Heads of Faculty had a surprise visitor in their briefing to lift their spirits and support their
mental health. Our guest was ‘Ozymandias, Kid of Kids’ and we all enjoyed his antics for the final five minutes
of our meeting:

And here he is in all his glory …

Have a great half term!
Term 3 finishes on Friday 12th February
Term 4 begins on Monday 22nd February
Term 4 ends at 3.15 on Thursday 1st April 2021
Term 5 begins on Monday 19th April 2021
Term 5 ends on Friday 28th May 2021
Term 6 begins on Monday 7th June 2021
Term 6 ends on Friday 23rd July 2021

