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Dear Parents/Carers and Children,

Badger Class Newsletter Term 2 2022
(Monday 31 October - Friday 16 December)

Welcome back! I hope you all had an enjoyable break. Below is a brief summary of what we will
be doing this term. As always, we will work hard, but have lots of fun together!

We are reading The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman as a class this term.
A thousand miles ago, in a country east of the jungle and south of the mountains, there lived a
firework-maker named Lalchand and his daughter, Lila. Lila wants to follow in his footsteps and
become a firework-maker also, but her father has other ideas and won’t tell her the final secret to
fulfilling her dream. So, determined, and full of passion and bravery, Lila sets off fearlessly, ready
to face pirates and demons and anything else that gets in her way.

I think we are going to love this adventure story and I hope it will inspire us to follow our dreams
and be brave. It will also complement our History learning for this term, which is about the
Ancient Chinese Civilisation of the Shang Dynasty. We will learn about their beliefs and how
they lived with a focus on how archeologists find out about people of the past.

In our Write Stuff lessons, we will be looking at poetry and writing our own later on in the Term.
I love poetry and can’t wait to read all of the poems that are going to be written. I know they will
be just as impressive as the independent stories last term. Whilst on the subject of poetry… I
must mention how extremely proud we all were of our Poetry Slammers for performing so very
well in the Academy Poetry Slam.

Once we have completed our Addition and Subtraction focus in Maths, we will be immersing
ourselves in Multiplication and Division. So, get learning those times tables by heart!

The human digestive system in Science last Term was a real hit; such fantastic learning! This Term
we are investigating how we group Living Things  and how their environments are impacted by
the way we live our lives. Living Things: Classification and Environments is a really interesting
and thought-provoking topic.

No more cooking this term, I’m afraid. Instead, we will be focusing on Prehistoric Art which for
the year 4s in Badger Class will build upon their knowledge of the Stone Age which we learnt
about last year.
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There will also be the annual Christmas Art Day (Friday 25th November) where displays will be
created in Houses. This is a special time and highlights our school as a loving family where we
learn, support and have fun together across the classes. And whilst on the subject of Christmas,
all of Key stage 2 will be going to the Bristol Old Vic Theatre to watch the Nutcracker. Thank you
to the PTA for supporting this exciting trip. Christmas dinner will be served by the teachers on
14th December and the whole school will then enjoy a Christmas film afterwards.

We will be continuing to learn more about Christianity in RE and of course the Christmas story
will form an integral part of this.

Mrs Beale will continue to teach our Computing Curriculum. This Term focuses on creating
animations which sounds really exciting!

PE will be taught on Tuesday afternoon by Mrs Beale (Yoga) and Thursday afternoon by me (Tag
Rugby).

This term’s Jigsaw puzzle for PSHE is all about Celebrating Difference.

And finally, but by no means least, in Music we will be getting Glockenspiels out whilst learning
to follow musical notation and feeling the pulse of music.

Routines and Reminders:
➢ Each Tuesday afternoon I will be out of class for Planning, Preparation and
Assessment (PPA) time. Mrs Beale will be in class teaching Computing then Yoga.
➢ Doodle Maths and Doodle Tables: For many of the children, effort in this has been
disappointing. I’m hoping that with the focus on Multiplication this term, this will improve.
Well done for those children that continue to use this resource at home.
➢ Large bags and rucksacks: for Health and Safety reasons in our cloakroom, Mr
Griffiths continues to insist that these should not be brought into school.
➢ Spelling homework will be given out on Mondays and must be returned on the
following Monday.  The most effective way of learning spellings (both individual and general
patterns and rules) is to rehearse/practise them each day for a few minutes. The activities
are given to reinforce and embed the spellings once you have hopefully learnt them. Please
make sure both are being done.
➢ Guided Reading: I am thrilled with the buzz of reading in Badger Class; the quizzes
and variety of reading books are proving to be really beneficial to fostering a love of reading.
We will continue to read in small groups weekly. I will continue to discuss the reading books
chosen and check on the reading done at home via the reading records.

Here’s to another fabulous term of learning and fun!
Love from,
Ms. Tunstall.

Parents, for ease here is a Link to school website with parent calendar at bottom of page
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