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Dear Otter Parents,

Happy New Year and welcome back to Term 3! I hope that you all enjoyed your Christmas break and would like to
thank you so much for all the kind Christmas cards, wishes and generous gifts; all much appreciated.

I am looking forward to working with you, to help the children make the most of all their learning opportunities this
term. This term we will continue to be supported by Mr Smalley, our student teacher from Bath Spa University, until
the penultimate week of Term 3.

In Maths we will focus on multiplication and division, including mental and formal written methods, multiplying and
dividing by multiples of 10, correspondence and scaling. The emphasis is on improving children’s reasoning and
problem solving skills. We will also explore fractions: unit fractions, non-unit fractions, improper fractions, mixed
numbers, converting between them, and also adding and subtracting fractions.

Just to remind you: all children in year 4 and 5 are expected to know their times tables facts up to 12 x 12. Daily
practice is essential, hence this term we will be focusing on mastering our 4, 8 and 3 times tables by completing a
times table booklet. Those short sessions will be happening twice a day and will (temporarily) replace the I Can Do
Maths scheme.

Our Geography Topic is Global Trade. We will be trying to understand the principles of import and export, supply
chains, globalisation and Fair Trade. Through locating the source of a range of products we will be able to discuss
food miles and highest value export goods for the UK. It is an exciting unit that looks into how countries rely upon
each other to meet the demands of our daily lives.

In Science this term we will be learning about All Living Things, exploring classification, habitats and environment. We
will group plants and animals, carefully looking for similarities and differences between them, observe species to be
able to draw them in detail, use decision trees, just like Carl Linnaeus did and consider the impact humans have on
the environment, globally and locally. Wangari Maathai might inspire us to act locally to cause big global changes.

Reading:  We are still aiming for children to read regularly at home (hopefully they are choosing to read for pleasure
on a daily basis) so please do continue to listen/read to them regularly. Any ‘book discussion’ will also help to deepen
their comprehension skills and if you can challenge your child further by reading ‘tricky’ books to them, that would
be fantastic - not only in terms of comprehension but to effectively develop and extend their own vocabulary.

Otters will take another Star Reader baseline test. Their reading range (ZPD) might change slightly so please check
that they are choosing the right books. (I will update them on the front cover of their Reading Records). Although
children are encouraged to choose their books independently, adults will provide some guidance in this process.

“Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12

mailto:office@highlittletonschool.com
http://www.highlittleton.bathnes.sch.uk


All children will have the opportunity to read in school to an adult: in small groups and individually throughout the
term. In class, we will read a classic: The Secret Garden by Frances Hedgson Burnett.

Reminder of weekly routines:

PE will be on Wednesday (Dance with Michelle Rochester in preparation for the Dance Umbrella) and Thursday
(Gymnastics with myself). Please make sure that a named PE kit is in school every day.

English homework (Spellings) will be given out on Fridays to be handed in the following Thursday. The children will
be tested every week. Please encourage your child to practise daily or a few times a week to ensure sound recall of
those rules and patterns.

Maths homework will continue to be Doodle Maths; within each week children are expected to get 50 stars and 30
stars for Doodle Tables. Scores will be checked on Mondays.

Please remember to bring a named and fresh filled water bottle to school every day and a fruit snack for morning
break.

Wet weather gear. Please ensure your child has wellies and waterproofs for those wet, rainy days.

As always, please feel free to contact me if there are ever any concerns or issues you wish to discuss.

Best wishes,

Ania Woods
Class Teacher
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