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Dear Parents/Carers,

Badger Class Newsletter
(Wednesday 4th January - Friday 10th February)

And just like that we are in 2023! I wish you a Happy New Year and hope that you all had a good christmas.
Before I begin outlining the term ahead, may I thank you all for your lovely wishes, cards and gifts; I am very
grateful.

Here is a summary of what we will be doing in Term 3:

Maths:
We continue our focus on Multiplication and Division. At school, the children are all working hard to recall
their times tables as “quickly as a click”. Could you help them to do this at home by regular practice either
using apps or chanting/writing their tables. Quick fire questioning from family every now and then will also
help.  Towards the latter part of the Term, we will also be working on our knowledge and understanding of
Length and Perimeter.

English:
Our new class text is Onjali Raúf's challenging and emotive novel ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class.’

‘When a new boy is introduced at school, no one is exactly sure where he has come from;
what is a "refugee kid", anyway, and how can Ahmet be helped to feel that he belongs?.... a
lovely, warm-hearted first novel, a celebration of courage and friendship leavened with
mischief.’
The Guardian

This book aims to:
● draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives with evidence from the text
● develop an insight and appreciation of the challenges of refugee experiences
● support the understanding and development of empathy skills

Our Write Stuff lessons will be focusing on writing Instructions. We will use the book 'My Strong Mind' By
Neil Van Hove as a basis to understand and gain practise at using the best writing tools and techniques for
writing Instructions before writing our own based on a Recipe for Friendship.
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Science:
We continue with the strand of Biology where we will focus on Animal Habitats and Food Chains. This topic
will also look at how animals adapt to their environment in order to survive.

Geography:
We will be studying Europe (geographical as opposed to political). By the end of this topic, the children will
be expected to be competent at using an atlas independently to efficiently locate a range of countries,
capital cities, human features (e.g. The Eiffel Tower) and physical features (e.g. The Alps) of Europe. They
should also be knowledgeable about the climates of Europe.

Design Technology:
By the end of their learning, children will understand the impact of the digital revolution in the world of
(D&T) product design and be able to make a road-safety eCharm to attach to school bags. The eCharm
should initiate a flashing sequence, but be decorative and customised to a particular person. For further
reference: Digital World: Electronic Charm (This will be taught by Mrs Beale.)

Music:
We will be using Three Little Birds by Bob Marley as an introduction to Reggae music. Our lessons will
involve listening, appraising and performing the song as well as engaging in various musical activities to
enhance our musical understanding.

RE:
Our focus this Term is Judaism:  What do Jewish people believe about God and the Covenant (agreement)?

Computing:
The focus will be on Desktop Publishing. The children will be making their own template for a magazine
front cover. They will start to add text and images to create their own pieces of work using desktop
publishing software. (This will be taught by Mrs Beale.)

Jigsaw (our Personal and Social and Health lessons):
This Term we will be focusing on Dreams and Goals. As usual, we will teach these lessons as Year Groups
rather than Class Groups so that all the Year 3s and all the Year 4s will be taught together.

PE:
We will have two PE lessons each week:

● Mondays will be led by Tom Bryam, our PE specialist, who will be teaching Football.
● Thursdays will be learning how to play DodgeBall with me.

Routines and Reminders:
➢ Each Tuesday afternoon I will be out of class for Planning, Preparation and Assessment (PPA).Mrs

Beale will be teaching the children and covering the Computing and DT curriculum. Mrs Challenger
will be in class for all of the week.

➢ Spelling homework will be given out on Mondays and must be returned on the following Monday.
The most effective way of learning spellings (both individual and general patterns and rules) is to
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rehearse/practise them each day for a few minutes. The activities are given to reinforce and embed
the spellings once they have hopefully been learnt.

➢ Guided Reading: each week I will continue to hear the children read within a group and check their
reading records. During this time, we will discuss their reading book choices and offer
recommendations to each other. For various reasons, I may make changes to which reading groups
children are assigned to. Essentially, this is to ensure reading motivation and enjoyment.

➢ Doodle Maths and Doodle Tables are a fun way to improve mathematical ability and confidence;
keep on doodling!

➢ Large bags and rucksacks: It really makes a big difference to the safety  and general wellbeing of
Badger Class to not have to battle to get to their peg! Thanks for your support in only providing the
children with smaller, more flexible bags.

Although this is a relatively short term, as you can see it is going to be busy. I intend for the children to
continue to love their learning and enjoy being in Badger Class. If, for any reason, things are not going
according to plan, please do not hesitate to let me know. Apart from Tuesdays, I will always be available at
the end of the school day or you can contact me by email via the office.

Best wishes,
Lisa Tunstall.

For ease, here is a Link to school website with parent calendar at bottom of page
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