
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             31st March 2023 

Our School Christian Vision - 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’ 

Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 

like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'     

St. John’s Primary School, Midsomer Norton 

E-mail: office@stjohnsmsn.co.uk 

Website: www.stjohnsmsn.co.uk 

 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

What a week!  Although I am unable to share specific 

information regarding the inspection I can say that I am 

one very proud Headteacher.  The inspection went 

incredibly well and we were able to showcase all of the 

wonderful things that happen here at St John's.  The 

inspector commented specifically on how proud our 

children are to be part of St John's and the courteous 

manner in which they all conducted themselves.  A big 

thank you needs to go to our team here at St John's 

and the MAT, the sense of community and support for 

one another shone through.  Thank you also to all of 

the parents who supported us on the parent view 

questionnaire and in conversation with the 

inspector.    It will take a few weeks for the final report 

to be published but we will share this with you as soon 

as possible. 

 

In other news I am delighted to be able to tell you that 

my husband and I are expecting our second child in 

July 2023.  Mrs Monks will be Acting Headteacher and 

Mrs Stone, Acting Deputy, for the duration of my 

maternity leave.  Mr Cracknell and Mr Yarlett have also 

been appointed as members of our Senior Leadership 

Team for this period.  Although  I am hoping to remain 

in post for as long as possible, the new roles will be in 

place from June 2023. 

 

I hope you will also join me in congratulating Ms 

Banwell who is also expecting her second child around 

the same time.  She will leave on Friday 9th June 2023 

to begin her maternity leave.  Mrs Stearn will be taking 

on the role of Sycamore class teacher with Mrs Powell 

returning to teach for some of the days.  

 

After a busy few days, we enjoyed two wonderful 

Easter services on Thursday.  For those of you who were 

able to attend I am sure you will agree the children 

were fantastic, particularly the Ethos Committee who 

held the service together with their readings, and our 

musicians who confidently showcased their wonderful 

talents to such a large audience.  A huge thanks to Mrs 

Bradley and Miss Wood for their efforts in preparing the 

children for the service. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful Easter break. 
 

Mrs West-Gaul 
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Dates for your Diary 

3-14 April Easter Holidays 

17 April INSET Day 

17-19 April Year 4 Residential - Kilve Court 

18 April Back to school (+ clubs start) 

21 April School Council Cake Sale 

21 April  PTA Easter event (new date) 

Congratulations to MAYNE (green) house for 

winning the most house points in term 4 - you 

have earned yourselves a free non-uniform day 

on Friday 21 April  - well done! 



 

 

 

Awards of the Week 

Well done to all of our pupils who have 

achieved an award this week! 

 Star of the 

Week 

Star Readers 

Acorns Mila 

Dylan 

- 

- 

Ash class Albie Poppy 

Birch class Betsy Jennifer 

Chestnut class Charlie Fleur 

Elm class Caiden Oscar 

Hazel class Christopher Lottie 

Holly class Sophie Grayson 

Maple class Alfie Ralphy 

Oak class Mason F Kara 

Pine class Darragh Isla 

Rowan class Freddie Pe Evie 

Sycamore class Amelie Lily-Ocean 

Willow class Ciaran Ara 

Top Doodling Class 

 
DoodleMaths: 1A  

 

DoodleTables: 4B  

 

Congratulations to all the pupils in 

the green zone! 

 

Rotakids 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our foodbank. We are so 

grateful to have received so many donations from the St. John’s 

Community, ranging from cooking sauces and pasta to tooth brushes 

and body wash.  

 

 

We also received lots of chocolate eggs, 

which we are sure will make a lot of 

children very happy this Easter.  

 

The Midsomer Norton and Radstock 

Rotary Club has very kindly delivered all of 

this food to our local Salvation Army 

foodbank in time for Easter, along with 

their own generous donations.  



 

 

 

Reading in Seedlings 
 
At Next Steps nursery we have been exploring life cycles. The children have enjoyed finding out 

about all the animals and plants that go through different stages, using books to support their 

learning. 
 

The children have enjoyed sharing "The Very Hungry Caterpillar" story sack, using props to retell the 

story themselves. 
 

We have shared the story "The teeny 

weeny tadpole" and used factual books 

to explain the different stages of a frog's 

life cycle. We have even had some 

hands-on sensory experiences with 

tapioca 'frogspawn!' 
 

The children are excited about Easter 

and have learned about the real 

meaning through the book "The Story of 

Easter." And the children have enjoyed 

stories to support their maths knowledge 

such as "We're going on an egg hunt" 

followed by a real egg hunt in the forest! 
 

 
 

School Council 

Cake Sale: 

 

Friday 21st 

April at 3pm 
 

We would like to 

remind the St. 

John’s 

Community that 

we will be 

having a cake sale after school on Friday 

21st April in celebration of Earth Day. We 

are appealing to the school community to 

join us on this day to help us raise £36, so 

that we can adopt an amur leopard for a 

whole year. As we will be selling cakes for 

50p, it means we need to sell 72!  

 

We would also be very grateful for any 

cake donations to make this event possible. 

If you are happy to donate, please bring 

your cakes to the cookery room on Friday 

morning. 



 

 

 

Learning in Year 1 

 

This term in History Year 1 have 

been learning about Mary Anning 

and why it was unusual for her to 

be famous in Victorian Times as she 

was a woman. We have learnt 

about her life and her amazing 

discoveries.  

 

We also 

learned how 

historians work 

through 

archaeology 

and 

palaeontology.  

 

 

As a year group we enjoyed our own  

‘Big Dig!’  
 

 

Out of School Achievements 
 

 

Jacob competed against 12 other children in his first Tennis 

tournament on Saturday 25th and came 3rd! This was very 

impressive as he has only had 2 lessons so far!! Jacob also 

received a certificate for best newcomer. 
 

 

 

 

 

Eliza in Sycamore class attended her first Gala 

at the weekend at Hutton Moore Leisure Centre 

in Weston-super-Mare.  

Eliza swims for Norton Radstock Swimming Club. 

She got a PB for 50m freestyle and won her 

heat. 



 

 



 

 


