
St Mary’s Reading Curriculum

HowWe Teach Guide

Reading is a top priority at St Mary’s and is at the core of everything we do. Reading is the

key to the whole curriculum and we aspire for all children to leave St Mary’s as children with

a life-long passion for reading.

Each Year Group has a Reading Spine which consists of a core text used as a stimulus for

writing, daily readers for enjoyment and pleasure and curriculum books to support learning

across the curriculum.

Across the year,

children will be

exposed to a range of

text types as

highlighted on our

Reading Spine.

Each class will have a daily story time where an adult reads the daily reader to the class.

EYFS and KS1

Reading is taught through phonics using our scheme Unlocking Letters and Sounds (ULS).

This is taught daily. The lessons follow the following structure.

Revisit, Teach, Practise, Apply, Revise

Alongside the daily phonics teaching, children will also take part in a weekly guided reading

session. These books will match the children’s reading ability level and will give the teacher

the opportunity to listen to individual readers, model fluency and prosody and ensure

comprehension of the text.

Children will have a reading book which matches their phonics level to take home and read

with an adult.



During Year 2, some children will progress to the Accelerated Reader programme. Once the

phonics programme has been completed, the class with move to a carousel form of Guided

Reading which is explained in more detail below.

Carousel Guided Reading Year 2-3

The class will be split into

ability groups, between 3

and 5 depending on the

size of the class. Each group

will have the opportunity to

work with the class teacher

once a week reading an

appropriately challenging

text. This may vary for each

group. Again, this gives the

teacher the chance to listen

to all children read and

provided 1:1 feedback. All

other groups will be

working independently

during this time on either

spelling/handwriting

practise, comprehension

questions or independent

reading time. Where possible, the independent activity should follow the teacher led group.

Year 4 - 6

From Year 4 onwards, children should be proficient readers and able

to access whole class Guided Reading lessons which take place 4 times

a week.

These lessons should focus on the VIPERS reading skills.

Each week, the lessons will be based on one text and will focus on a

range of different skills.

A broad range of text types should be accessed across the course of

the year including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.



Celebrating Reading

Reading is celebrated throughout the school year with a range of events. World Book Day is

a highlight of the year which we celebrate all week long! Book at bedtime events, book fairs

and competitions all help to increase the profile of reading across the school. Certificates

are awarded in weekly celebration assemblies linked to our yearly reading challenge.

Expectations at home

All children are expected to read at home at least 4 times each week. Children have reading

records which they take home and bring into school each day. Teachers monitor home

reading carefully and act swiftly if children are not getting their reading records signed.

Adults at school can sign the reading record when listening to children read at school and

use the appropriate stamp.

Assessment

STAR reading tests are completed 4 times a year, September, December, March and July.

This tracks pupil reading ages.

NFER tests are completed 3 times per year at the end of Term 2, 4 and 6.

The bottom 20% of readers in each class are identified and tracked carefully by the class

teacher. These children are priority readers.


