
Year 7 Parent/Carers 
information evening:

Timetable:
• 6:00pm ~ 6:10pm – Parent/Carers arrive.
• 6:10pm ~ 6:15pm – Welcome from Head 
Teacher Mr G Green.
• 6:15pm ~ 7:00pm – Outline of the 
Transition Process and School Routines Mr 
C Ugarow Head of Year 7.
• 7:00pm ~ 7:30pm – Meet the Senior 
Leadership team and questions. Collection 
of Forms Booklets.



WELCOME TO 
NORTON HILL 
SCHOOL

Mr G Green
(Headteacher)



• Outstanding care for all students. Safe and 
happy children. 

• Outstanding results: Top 5% nationally

• Outstanding opportunities  



The Transition 
Process and the 
House System

- Mr C Ugarow



Primary School Visits
• Visits to Primary Schools start 

next week. Last for 5 weeks.

• Provide the students with some 
key information about Norton 
Hill School and prepare them for 
Taster Day.

• Discuss each child with their 
Year 6 teacher.



Primary School Visits –
enhanced transition

• If during this time the Primary 
school feels a student needs 
more enhanced transition we 
will contact parents / carers to 
discuss and arrange this.



Taster Day
• Thursday 5th July 2018 all new students attend a Taster Day at 

Norton Hill.

• 8:40am - Students should arrive at Norton Hill School in their 
Primary School Uniform. Go to main hall. Can travel on school 
buses for free if space. Best to check with county & school.

• In the morning allocated a House and tutor group.

• Spend time getting to know their tutor and other students in 
their tutor group. 



• Biometric registration during 
Taster day

• All Yr 7 students will need to 
register on the biometric system.

• If parents have given consent 
then they will have their right 
thumb scanned.  

• If parents have not given consent 
or the form has been lost or 
forgotten then the student will be 
issued with a PIN number.



Taster Day
• Experience some Taster lessons. 2 year 7 pupils & a TA with 

them all day. 

• Meet their Head of House and Assistant Head of House. 

• Opportunity to try out the canteen with a free lunch. 

• Prepare them for their Induction day and September start.

• 3:25pm - School day ends. Students can be collected from 
school or make their own way home.



The House System:

Blackdown
Cotswold 
Quantock
Mendip
Exmoor

A much bigger school, lots more teachers, lots of different lessons!



Tutor Group and Houses

Cotswold House

Head of House
Assistant Head of House

Tutor

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

7C1
7C2

8C1
8C2

9C1
9C2

10C1
10C2

11C1
11C2

(3 houses 
now have a 

3rd tutor 
group)



MendipBlackdown Cotswold Exmoor Quantock

Mrs Truscott
Head of House, teacher of 

PB

Mrs Roberts
Head of House, teacher of 

Technology

Mr Elstob
Head of House, teacher of 

Science

Mr Ugarow
Head of House, teacher of 

PB

Mrs Jubb
Head of House, teacher of 

PB

Mrs McDermott
Assistant Head of House

Mr Perkins
Assistant Head of House

Miss Wise
Acting Assistant Head of House

Mrs Graham
Assistant Head of House

Mrs Sidaway
Assistant Head of House

The House Teams



THE HOUSE SYSTEM

• Head of House, Assistant Head of House and a team of 
tutors.

• Tutor = 1st point of call for pastoral / academic issues.

• Head of House oversees 10/11 tutor groups.

• Best of both horizontal and vertical systems.



HOUSE ACTIVITIES

•Most activities organised on a house basis.

•Sports.

•Subject competitions.

•Community & charity work.

•Merit competitions.

•Students are always representing their House.



HOUSE AREAS

•Each of the 5 
Houses have their 
own designated 
area.

•Sense of 
belonging.

•Wet rooms.



ASSISTANT HEAD OF HOUSE

• Non-teaching staff. Available almost all day in house 
office.

• Able to deal with issues and they crop up inside and out 
of school.

• Most contactable member of house staff.



HEAD OF HOUSE

• Member of the Teaching staff.

• Overall responsibility for monitoring the students pastoral 
care and academic success.

• Deal with issues that are more serious in nature.



TUTORS
• Usually a tutor will remain in 

charge of a tutor group from year 
7-11.

• Building positive relationship 
with tutees and parents / carers.

• Overview of academic and 
personal progress.

• Tutor registers students in the 
morning and afternoon.

• Maintains high standards, i.e. 
uniform, equipment.

• Personal tutoring – time to 
discuss concerns, successes, 
future plans etc.



How Tutor Groups are put 
together

How tutor groups are allocated

1. Follow Primary schools suggestions on students that need to be kept apart.

2. If Primary schools tell us the student is particularly vulnerable and they suggest a 

specific friend to go with them.

3. Try to ensure siblings are in the same house.

4. Ensuring the two sides of the school have balanced academic set numbers and health 

& safety is not compromised. Also ensure mix of academic, artistic & sporty students in 

each house.

5. Even spread of students who may need additional support.

6. Even spread of males and females.



Induction Day
• Wednesday 5th September 2018 all new students            

begin at Norton Hill by attending an Induction Day.

• Only the new Year 7’s and Year 12’s will be in school.

• 8:40am - Students should arrive at Norton Hill School 
in their Norton Hill School Uniform. Go to main hall.

• Divide them again into their Houses and tutor groups.

• They will spend the day with their tutor group and 
House team and be fully briefed on all the 
opportunities and expectations of Norton Hill School. 



Induction Day
• Spend a portion of the day touring the school to help                      

them find their way around as quickly as possible.

• 3:25pm - School day ends. Students can be collected from school or 
make their own way home.

• Optional Induction day parent/carer evening.

• 5:30pm - 7:30pm – Key staff in the transition process will be on hand 
to assist with any issues. Please either contact the school 
switchboard before 4:30pm on this day to make an appointment, or 
alternatively drop into the school between the above times.



What does it mean to be part of 
Norton Hill School? 

Being part of our 
tutor group

Having the correct 
equipment

Smart 
Uniform

Follow the 
rules

New 
lessons

Being part of Blackdown 
house

Achieving our bestBeing involved in 
clubs 

Making new 
friends

Getting 
merits



Getting to know you

Human Bingo



The School Day
Tutor Time – 8.50 – 9.00

Lesson 1 – 9.00 – 9.50

Lesson 2 – 9.50 – 10.40

Break 10.40 – 11

Lesson 3 – 11 – 11.50

Lesson 4 – 11.50 – 12.40

Lunch 12.40 – 1.25

Tutor time 1.25 – 1.45

Lesson 5 – 1.45 – 2.35

Lesson 6 – 2.35 – 3.25



Maps of the School

You will NEVER get lost - the school has a wall 
and fence around the outside of it.

You MIGHT however find there are times when 
you don’t know where you are. This is normal. Its 
also quite fun/ scary/ embarrassing/ awkward. It 
is normal and doesn’t last for long.

Where are we now? Colour PB in your favourite 
colour as we will use this as our base.



Maps
On your table, explain how a member of 
7B2 would get to the following locations:

•The Main Hall
•The Canteen
•The English block
•A languages lesson
•The Blackdown Office
•Main Reception
•A food technology lesson
•The Sports Hall

We do not issue 
any sanctions 

for lates in the 
first two weeks



If the Fire 
Alarm goes …

7B2





Cross the circle if…

You get a bus to 
school



Cross the circle if…

You know an adult you 
can talk to if 

something worries you 
at Norton Hill



Thursday 20th September 2018 – Meet the House Teams parent/carer evening:
• After your child has completed a full two week cycle of the timetable, we 

invite all parents/carers to meet their child’s House Teams. 
• During the evening they will meet their child’s Tutor, Head of House and 

Assistant Head of House. There will also be a training demonstration of the 
parent portal.

Timings:
• 6:00pm - 6:10pm – Parents/carers arrive. 
• 6:10pm - 6:20pm - Welcome from Head Teacher and Head of Year 7.
• 6:20pm - 6:30pm – Portal training by Mr M Lynch Director of IT.
• 6:30pm - 7:30pm – Parents move to house areas to meet House Teams.



School 
Routines 
and Policies

- Mr C Ugarow





School Student

Home



ATTENDANCE

• Average attendance 96% and punctuality is important. 

• Students are encouraged to always come in within 
reason.

• Absences must be reported by phone at the start of the 
day.

• It is government policy for us to monitor attendance 
rigorously. We will be asking you for full reasons and 
sometimes we will require medical evidence in order to 
authorise absences.

• We can only authorise holidays during
term time in exceptional circumstances.



ILLNESS AT SCHOOL & MEDICAL ISSUES

• Monitored by AHoH. Student to report to reception.

• Priority 1 contact will always be called first.

• Importance of updating contact details. New GDPR 
information.

• Priority 2 contact for emergencies.

• Medical forms completed and passed to AHoH.

• Forms available for carrying Medicines and can also be 
administered by AHoH.



UNIFORM

Hair

“No extreme hairstyles”; Not 
below a no.2; No braids

No unnatural colours

Trousers / skirts

Should not be tight; No clingy / 
stretchy materials; “Plain” and 
“professional”

Shoes 

Must be black, no trainers, 
“leather look”



EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

 Two pens

 Pencil

 Ruler

 Eraser

 Sharpener

 Coloured 
pencils

 Protractor

 Compass

 Scientific 
Calculator

 Exercise & Text 
books for the 
day

 Specialist 
equipment for 
the day

 Contact book

• See contact book and parent / carer handbook for details.

• Should have these with them each day.



• Missing bus in the morning:
• Go back home and inform the school’s main office asap (01761 412557 )

• Arrange alternative transport

• Missing bus after school:
• Inform staff on bus duty or reception

• A late bus is available Mon – Thur for most routes (5pm)

BUSES





LOCKERS

• £10 needed to secure a locker.

• £5 repaid at end of year 11.

• Can be paid for via Parent pay.



BEHAVIOUR

• High standards of behaviour 
at Norton Hill.

• Tutors monitor contact 
book.

• Staff contact tutors / AHoH / 
HoH.

• Time Out.

• Pastoral report card system.

• Review meetings.





•We’re very good at dealing with these types of 
issues.

•Students must report incidents whether they are 
directly or indirectly involved.

• In the first instance students can speak to their 
tutors or the in school anti-bullying mentors.

•More serious issues will be dealt with by 
Assistant Head of House and Head of House.

•Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs T Gibbs –
Assistant Head in charge of Pastoral care.

FRIENDSHIP ISSUES & ISSUES 
BETWEEN STUDENTS



MOBILE PHONE POLICY

• Students and parents all have to sign our                      
mobile phone policy. Please read this carefully. 

• If phones are used in lessons they will be confiscated until 
the end of the next school day. 

• They are also banned in the canteen area and during lesson 
changeovers.

• Despite us doing a huge amount of work around students 
staying safe online, cyberbullying, sexting etc, we continue 
to see some students making poor choices.

• There is also now an overwhelming amount of research that 
shows too much time spent on mobile phones and social 
media is negatively affecting young peoples’ mental health. 

• If phones are used inappropriately the school may be 
required to involve the police.



SETTING

• In Year Seven, pupils are generally grouped by ability, 
although some teaching does occur in mixed ability tutor 
groups. 

• We place pupils in ability groups across a range of 
subjects using key stage 2 SAT data, the national 
curriculum standardised scores associated with the SATs 
and information from primary schools.



HOMEWORK

• Projects and running homeworks.

• Equivalent of 3 pieces per day.

• Maximum 20 minutes per piece = 1 hour per school night.

• Use contact book to record it.

• Homework will be set via our PARS system and therefore 
viewed via the parent portal. 

• Missed Homeworks. Should get 1 day leeway, or there will 
be sanctions.



MERITS

• Rewarded for excellent work

• Recorded by teachers during lessons

• Students can check how many they have by logging into 
‘The Portal’

• Students gain certificates, medals, trophies and raffle 
tickets through the year and enter into raffles with the 
chance to win excellent prizes!



Merits
• 50 merits = 5 raffle tickets

• 100 merits = Bronze certificate + 5 raffle tickets

• 150 merits = Silver certificate + 5 raffle tickets

• 200 merits = Gold certificate + 5 raffle tickets

• 250 merits = Medal + Certificate + 5 raffle tickets

• 300 merits = Trophy + Certificate + 5 raffle tickets

• *Special prizes will be organised for students who 
gain over 300 merits. 



The Kirkham Cup





Get as many merits as 
you can!

• This allows you the best chance of 
winning one of the great prizes on 

offer.
• It also helps Mendip go towards 

getting the Kirkham cup back where it 
belongs!



hoo Sport 
competitions, 

represent your 
house!

hoo



Norton Hill School runs many 
competitions through subjects

• This allows students to win prizes for 
their houses which count towards the 

house cup. 
• Enter as many of the competitions as 

you can!



Enter the 7 Character Strengths 
tutor competitions!



Contribute 
to the 

community, 
whatever 
we do this 
year, get 
involved!





EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

• Gaining skills

• Boosting confidence

• Making new friends

• Drama productions, music productions, sports 
clubs/teams, subject clubs, DofE, Ten Tors, JSLA, 
Language leaders…



MUSIC LESSONS

•Lots of private music 
lessons available.

•Announcements will be 
made during music 
lessons.

•Students speak to Miss J 
Rees (Head of Music) for 
letters.





Extra-Curricular Activities at Norton Hill PE

Netball Year 8 Netball training. Mon Monday 3.25pm-

4.30pm

School 

courts

Mrs Green

Netball Year 9 Netball training. Mon Monday 3.25pm-

4.30pm

School 

courts

Mrs Kelly

Netball Year 7 Netball training. Mon Monday 3.25pm-

4.30pm

Sports Hall Miss Hillier

Rugby All years Rugby training. Mon Monday 3.25pm-

4.45pm

School fields Mr Ireland, Mr 

Price, Mr 

Wetton

Hockey Year 10 

and Year 

11

Mon Monday 3.25pm-

4.45pm

Astro Miss 

Foreman

Yoga All years Tue After school New Gym Mr Price

H.I.I.T All years Wed Lunch Time New Gym Miss Hillier

Various Sports -fixtures All years SPORTS FIXTURES.  Tue,  Wed Tuesday and 

Wednesday 

3.25pm-4.45pm

School fields/ 

courts

Miss Hillier

GCSE CLINIC Years 10 

- 11

  Fri Friday lunchtime PE 

Classroom

Miss Hillier

Badminton / Volleyball All years Tues Lunchtime Sports Hall Miss Hillier

Rugby Year 7 

and 8

Mon Monday 3.25 - 

4.30pm

Rugby field Mr Ireland, Mr 

Price, Mr 

Wetton

Trampoline Club All years Tues Lunchtime Sports Hall Mrs Kelly

BTEC Clinic  Years 10 

-13

Fri Lunchtime PE 

Classroom

Miss Hillier

Netball Year 7 - 

9

Mon Monday 3.25 - 

4.30pm

Sports hall 

and courts

Miss Hillier, 

Mrs Kelly and 

Mrs Green

Hockey 10, 11 

and 6th 

form

Mon Monday 3.25 - 

4.30pm

Astro Mrs Harrison

20 page 

power point!







School Student

Home



THE CONTACT BOOK

• Form of communication between 
home and school.

• Students should have with them 
each day.

• Can be used to record homework, 
deadlines, subject or pastoral 
problems, praise. 

• Left side for students – Right side for 
staff & parents / carers.

• No Graffiti - £4 for replacement.



Haven’t 
written none 

set!

Too difficult 
to read in this 

pen!



Highlighting 
important 
projects!

Full weeks 
worth of 

H/W written 
in!

None set 
written when 
it’s not been 

set!

Good levels 
of detail!

Ticking off 
tings when 

they’re done!



Ok to use 
this for 

school stuff. 
Not personal 

things!

Signature of 
both parents 
/ carers and 

tutors!



How else can 
you keep track 

of all the 
information 

from school?



The Portal
•The Portal is a website that gives you secure access to 
your child’s data in a clear and understandable way.  
• It can be accessed on most computer systems. 
• All you need is a valid email address that has been 
registered with us, we send you a password and the 
rest is simple.
• We have designed The Portal so that it will provide 
you with a range of information about your children:

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://mobilephonegoods.blogspot.com/2014/10/smartphone.html&ei=tRb_VJ6MHq7B7AaY_YCYBQ&bvm=bv.87611401,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNH12ctb7d-irTu1u-s3OuByEutANQ&ust=1426089973408721






Home Page - Overview



Top menu



Merits



Top menu



Behaviours



Top menu



Detentions



Top menu



Homework



It will even tell you 
what they’ve had for 

lunch… and how much 
money they have on 
their thumbprint…



The Portal
• Timetable – full details of the lessons for the 2 week timetable including teacher 

details and room numbers.

• Attendance – You can quickly see your child’s attendance for today, and also look 
back over the week and longer periods of time. Lateness to school or lessons can 
also be seen.

• Behaviour – A view of your child's behaviour including achievements, awards and 
commendations as well as sanctions.

• School reports – access to electronic copies of the progress and full school reports 
that are sent home throughout the year



The Portal
• School dinners – details about what your child has purchased from the 

canteen or the vending machines, as well as a balance of what they have 
left in their account.

• Exams – full examination timetables including date, time, location and 
seat numbers. 

• Parents’ evenings – every year there is an opportunity for parents/carers 
to make appointments with the subject teachers of your children.  

• Homework – full details of homework that has been issued to your child is 
displayed in easy to understand tables so it is clear what the work is, when 
it was set and most importantly the deadline for the work to be handed 
in. 

• The Portal is not just for parents/carers; all pupils in the school have 
access to The Portal too, and can see information on their own progress in 
school. 



School Student

Home



“The Best For All Our Students.

The Best From All Our Students”



QUESTIONS?
Stay behind to 
speak to one of 
our Senior Team.

Please leave your 
Forms Booklet at 
the back on your 
way out.





QUESTIONS?
Stay behind to 
speak to one of 
our Senior Team.

Please leave your 
Forms Booklet at 
the back on your 
way out.


