
CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM: LOVE

Dates For Your Diary
October
14th Little Acorns Stay and Play - 

Open Day for Reception 2026
21st & 22nd Parents’ Evenings
23rd PTA Disco & Non Uniform Day
24th INSET Day
November
3rd Children return to school
4th Open Evening for prospective 

parents

Message from the Headteacher

This week has been full of celebration and 
reflection at St John’s. On Monday, we marked 
National Teacher Day — a big thank you to 
everyone who contributed sweet treats for the 
staffroom; they were greatly appreciated by all!

On Wednesday, we held our Harvest Festival, a 
wonderful occasion to give thanks for God’s 
creation and to welcome our new Reception 
children into the St John’s family. It was lovely to 
see the whole school community come together 
in gratitude and joy.

In Collective Worship this week, we continued 
exploring the theme of Black History Month. The 
School Council selected several inspiring figures 
for us to learn about, and today we focused on 
the life and music of Bob Marley, discussing his 
message of peace, unity, and equality.

Families with children starting school in 
September 2026 are warmly invited to our next 
Stay and Play session on Tuesday 14th at 9.30am.

Wishing everyone a restful weekend.

Warm regards,

Mrs West-Gaul

Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’
Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice

 is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  
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School Photo Orders
You should by now have received a proof/order form for your child's individual school photo 
(and sibling photos if appropriate). Please make any orders online preferably (instructions are 
on your order envelope) or by cash/cheque in the envelope via the office, by Thursday 16 
October.

Parents’ Evenings - 21st & 22nd October
A reminder that Parents’ Evenings may be booked via the Arbor Parent Portal.  If you are 
having difficulty using the system, please contact the School Office and we can arrange a time 
for you.  Please note ALL teacher-led after-school clubs will be cancelled this week.



Awards and Achievements
Well done to all our pupils who have achieved an award.

 Star of the 
Week Star Reader

Acorns
Floella
Hugo B -

Ash Bonnie Ariella

Birch Phoebe Florence

Chestnut Tommy Zac

Elm Ronan Lily

Hazel James Fletcher

Holly Amelia Harlowe

Maple Matilda Myla

Oak Bella Harry

Pine Oscar Amelia S

Rowan Max Thomas

Sycamore Charlie Elliot

Willow Jude Ralphy

Top Doodling Class

MAPLE
Well done!

Hot Chocolate Friday

PE Achievements of The Week
Sycamore - Eden (Terrific teamwork) and Bo 
(Excellent Effort)

Willow - Henry (terrific teamwork) and Harler 
(Amazing ability)

Rowan - Darcey (calm and confident) and 
Jack B (Amazing ability)

Pine - Zena and Daisy (Independent Learners) 

Oak - Noah (Calm and Confident), Rosie and 
Imogen (Terrific teamwork)

Maple - Sophie (Caring and Kind) and Freddie 
(Amazing Ability)

Holly - Arya (Amazing ability)

Chestnut - Jacob (amazing ability) and 
Serena (Playing fair)

Elm - Freddie White (Huge Helper)

Ash - Sofia (Caring and Kind), Ariella (Calm 
and Confident) and Alex (Terrific teamwork)

Birch - Delilah (Really Resilient) and Freddie 
(Caring and Kind) 

NO CONSENT- 
NIAMH

Out of School Achievement 

Well done to Jack who has 
participated in a walk from Bath 
to Midsomer Norton (13.3 miles) 
and raised £226 for Time is 
Precious.  Jack was the youngest 
person to do the whole walk.



Reading in Year Two

Our text focus in reading and literacy has 
been ‘The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark’ 
by Jill Tomlinson. The story follows an owlet 
called Plop as he overcomes his fear of the 
dark.

This week we have been using our senses to 
describe settings for stories similar to the book. As 
a year group we ventured up to the woods for 
inspiration. 

We have also focused on Plop’s experience of 
watching fireworks for the first time and produced our 
own artwork around this.





Early Help - What is it?

Early help is support for families and children to address difficulties as soon as they emerge, before they can 
become more serious. It is a voluntary service that aims to help families build on their strengths and develop the 
confidence to manage future challenges. 

How early help works

● The right support at the right time: This voluntary service works with you and your family to provide 
extra support when it is needed. It is a partnership between families, communities, and local agencies to 
identify needs and prevent issues from escalating.

● Team Around the Family: Often, an Early Help Assessment (EHA) is used to work with you to 
understand your family's needs and build a support plan together. This assessment ensures that multiple 
services can coordinate and work together, so you don't have to repeat your story to different people. 

What kind of help is available?

Early help can assist with a wide range of issues, and the exact services available will vary by local area. 
Examples of support include: 

● Parenting support: Guidance on topics such as managing challenging behaviour and improving family 
relationships.

● Child health and development: Access to services like health visitors, school nurses, and speech and 
language therapy.

● Emotional and mental health: Support for both children and parents, including counselling and 
therapeutic services.

● School issues: Help with poor attendance, behaviour problems, or special educational needs.
● Practical concerns: Assistance with financial, housing, and employment issues. 

How do you get early help?

If you feel your family could benefit from some support, you can access early help in a few ways:

● Talk to a professional: You can discuss your concerns with a professional you and your child already 
know, such as a teacher, health visitor, or GP. They can then complete an Early Help Assessment with 
your consent.

● Self-refer: In most areas, you can also contact your local authority directly to request an assessment 
yourself.

● Access universal services: Many early help services, like drop-in sessions at children's centers, are 
universally available and don't require a formal referral. 

What it's not

Early help is not the same as social services intervention. It is designed to provide support at a lower level of 
need to prevent problems from escalating to the point where more intensive intervention is required. It is a 
collaborative, voluntary process that keeps you, the parent, in the driver's seat. 



 General Notices



PTA NEWS

Dear Parents and Carers

Preparations are well under way for the 
upcoming Christmas Fete on Saturday 29th 

November - more details to come soon.

We are asking for bottle donations to bring the 
ever popular Bottle Tombola to the fete. Please 

can we ask for donations on the non uniform day 
of Thursday 23rd October. All bottles are 

welcomed!

Collection by the pottery room at drop off.

Thank you in advance for your support and 
generosity!

PTA Team



Community Notices






