The Longvernal Letter

"part of the Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership”

Term 2 Newsletter 2025/26

Dear Parents and Carers

| hope this Winter newsletter finds you well. This term really
has flown by in a whirlwind of activity. At the start of term, in
recognition of Diwali, every child from Holly Class upwards
participated in an Indian Dance Workshop.

Holly Class thoroughly enjoyed their Fire Firefighter
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ShBARNT Thank you to those of Euu who
.y attended our Phonics brea fust. We

s hope this was useful at helping you
o e to support your child at home.

| hape that those -nf you who were able to attend the Christmas
craft sessions enjn:,red the time you spent with your child in
school.

This newsletter really reflects the vast range of opportunities
that Longvernal tries to offer the children. This does, by
necessity,” come alongside communications. We genuinely try
our best to communicate as clearly and promptly as we can via
email and phone calls together with Facebook. rhcwe received
communications suggesting we do not communicate ennugh
and others saying we overload parents with communicationis.
My only response’is that we try our best always.
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Homework

Reading forms the basis of future success in school so | would
like to Qhank you for supporting your children at home with
this- it makes such a 1ﬁerence to the progress children
make, so please maintain this. Please encourugte your child to
engage with their Doodle Maths-this is set to match your
child’s needs and is currently underused; it is an expensive
resource which we wish to maximise to help each child reach
their potential.

Attendance

Our average daily attendance at the point nf writing this
newsletter is 96.47%, which represents a drop from 97.5% at
the end nf Term 1. However this remains above MNational
attendance data and | would like to thank you tnr your eﬁﬂrl:s
in getting your children into school as [requ.erl ly as you can;
it really impacts their future success, not just in terms of exam
results bu devzlﬂpi.ng resilience and sgumi.nu. Lessons are
carefully sequenced and medium and long term plans recall
prior learning. Therefore, ':ju child has poor attendance thegr‘
can have aps in their understanding. An Eflective approac
is 'kee up rather than 'catch L.1|:.|r which works best with fL.Lll
attendance. Please support us in helping your child to achieve
their very best by ensuring maximum attendance. Thank you.

Cnmmunityl"ﬂharit}r Events

This term, Longvernal has participated in the following,
building awareness of community and others beyord
themse?ves: wearing odd socks for Mental Health Buf,
wearing spots for Children |n Need, Poppy Appeal and the
Christrhas Shoebox Appeal. Thank you fgr your support with

such events.
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Christmas Carol Service

It was unfortunate that we had to make the decision to move
the Christmas Carol Service to the school hall instead 0[
Midsomer Morton Methodist Church owing to the weather.
was unexpectgd.l d.eul[rLg with an urgent matter so mis sed the
service, sudly. Hvu-wever_ | understand that Year 5 and & did
themselves Pr{:ud with  their performu.nces and that all
children sang with qusto.




Lights, Camel, Action!

Hgll}r, Oak and Chestnut classes entertained us all with their
singing, dancing and acting. Thank you to everyone involved
at school at put?mg on such a coordinated performance and to
parents for providing such splendid costumes.
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Sport and Fitness

any of our children have participated in sperting events once
again this term. These have included: swimming'gala, hocke
Fstivul, Cross-co LLrL’tr;-,r, Hirls' multi-skills, Midsomer Morton

ootball Tournament and E'-iken.bili.t}r, Thank you te Dan
Brﬂ.}ftun or |tiru:l|.~|,r ving up his time every week to run our KE':;
Stn.ge 2 football clabs.

Trips

Wepconti.nue our weekly visits to Midsomer Norton Library.
This term Oak enjoye their first library trip. Holly Class
walked to the post ipox to post their letters to Santa. Oak and
Chestnut are looking forward to going to the theatre to see
Peter Pan and Wi%low and Sycamdre are due to enjoy
i-:e—slu:tting at Planet Valt.

PTFA
Thank you to the PTFA Team - you are great! The PTFA
kindly oﬁered to fund £5 off a school trip for every child in the
school this academic year. This has been deducted alread
rom the cost to parents of the Peter Pan and Planet Volt trips.

hey also very kindly heavily subsidised the Indian Dance
Workshop. Thank you alse fr:rr the ma%ul visit of Father
Christmas at the grotto in school. The Winter Fayre was a
huge success and it was lovely to see so many parents involved
in helping with this event.

Reminders
Please do not drop children off at school in the mornin
8.30am unless t ey are booked into Eraukfﬂst Club.
not have a staff member on duty until 8, 30am outside,
|Lu child arrives late, they MUST enter the building through
the nﬁice. The:,r must not go direct to their outside classroom
doors. The plu}r aquipment in the pLu)rgruund s out Df bounds
before school as ne member uf staff is'su Br'u'isi.ng this area at
this time. Mo child will be allowed ta qu home alone ufl:er a
club ﬂntsh'mg at 4.15pm until the clocks change.
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Acorns Nursery

The children at Acorns Nursery have had a busy and excitin
tirme leurning thmu.gh Flu'l,r. ey have loved expluri.n bot
indoors and outdoors, including our weekly forest visits where
they discovered nature and enjoyed new adventures in the
Orchard. There have been ldL:s nf learnin opportunities
around special celebrations at this time uﬁ ear, such as
Christmas, Hanukkah and Diwali, helping the children ex lore
diﬁfersnt traditions. The children "also enjoyed spotting
patterns and practising subitising numbers 1-3' through fun
activities. Coo inﬁ was a big hit, with gingerbread baking and
creating colourful stained-glass window Biscuits. We finished
with festive crafts and lots of Christmas singing. Parents were
welcome to join us- thank you to everyone who came u.lung

and shared the fun!
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We are delighted to share that we will be celebrating our
annual STE?VI Week from Monday 19th to Friday "23rd
January. As part of our ongoing work to inspire curiosity and
creuti*.ri.z in  Science, “Technology, Engineering = and
Mathematics we would like to invite voluriteers from our
fum.ilizs and '[ri.ends who work in any uf these fiald.s to come
and share their gxpertise with our pupils,

You might be an engineer, a doctor, a coder, a builder, a lab
technician, an architect, o scientist, or even someone who
uses problem—snlvlnﬂ and technology in unexpected ways! We
would be so grutaful Lf you could sparea little time to:

= (Give a short talk about your role.
- Lead a simple, practical demonstration or hands-on activity
-Explain how your job connects to STEM in the real world

Hearing from people who use STEM every day helps our
children see how the skills they are learning in school can
shape exciting futures. Your visit could be the spark that
inspires the next generation of inventors, innovators, and
roblem-solvers!

f}r::-u {or someone you know) would be interested in getting
irvolved, pleuse HEt in touch with Mrs Brain or Miss Black.

Holly Class

Holly Class will line up on the playground from January
rather than coming straight into class.



Dates Enr your Di.uq[;

Friday 19t December 2025 - End of Term 2

Mnnr.ruy 05 January 2026 - INSET Day

Tuesduy 06t Jﬂnuﬂr}r 2026 - Start of Term 3

Wednesdu}r 14th Junuury 2026 - Y5 We The

Curious Tri

Thursday 1§th January 2026 - Closing day for

Primary Admissions for Sep 26

I\f’h;:rrlduv}.r 19th Junuur)r 202% - STEM Week

P.Lesduy 20th .J-::.ru.nr:m,r 2026 - Y4 Roman Baths
ri

Friﬁﬂ 13t February 2026 - End of Term 3

Mon ay 23rd Februo_r)r 2026 - Start of Term 4

Thursda}r 26" February 2026 - Y6 Lifeskills Trlp

Thursday 05t March 2026 - World Book Da}r

Tuesday %C‘"‘ March 2025 - Midsomerset Festival

ynndu}r 30th - TU_ESd.ﬂ}I' 31 March 2026 - Y4
L

Wedrﬁesdu 0Tt April 2026 - Dance Umbrella

Monday 2§rd March 2026 - Easter Service

Thursday 02 Apr[l 2026 - End of Term 4

Friday 03 ﬁapril - Bank Holida

Monday 20 April 2026 - Start of Term 5

PE Days for next term
Holly - Thursday

Oak - Friday

Chestnut - Monday

Maple - Wednesday
Cherry -Friday - Swimming
Willow - Monday
Sycamore - Friday

Forest Days fur next term
Acorns- Tuesduys

Holly - Tuesdays

Qak - Fridays
Chestnut - Erida‘r{s
MﬂPl.E - TLlEEdﬂ"‘
ChErry - Tuesduy
Willow - Mondays

Sycamﬂre - Mandu)rs

Please remember Headlice don't go on
holiday!

We have had a number uf cases in school
I'EC.EH.tl}f 50 i)leuse keep checking (and treating i.f

necessary! your child/children’s hair the
hclidu}f.
Thank ¥0 wl

REMINDERS:

Paren pay.

uaplng‘

clubs finish at 4.15p.m.

wcLllt'Lng.

Breuk][tust Club and After School Club should be booked and puicl for in advance on

Please also remember that school dinners need to be ordered in advance b}r the
Thursday of the preceding week. Thank you.
- A reminder that there should be no 5mr::|ang within the school gmund. This includes

- Children should arrive no earlier than 8:30am and must be supervised until this time to
ensure their safety, as we do not have a teacher on duty until this time.
It is wonderful that lots of children are continuing to choose to walk, scoot or cycle to
school. Please note that next term, we would preﬁlar for all children to be calleczgrd after

Please do not park in the school car park at drop off or pick up times. There are limited spaces and these are for staff and
visiting external staff only. The exception is if you have a blue disability badge which is genuinely needed by the driver or child
being collected. We need to restrict cars puLlirLg out Df school and dr'wing up the hill fﬂr the sufet':,f {:f all as most Peuple are




