
CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM:  WISDOM  

Message from the Headteacher

It has been a whirlwind of activity across the school this week! From the focused atmosphere of the classroom 
to the imaginative heights of the playground, our students have truly shone.

Across all year groups, children have been completing their assessments. We have been incredibly impressed 
by the true resilience on display. Well done to everyone for their hard work!

To balance the brainwork, we dived headfirst into National Storytelling Week, exploring narrative in all its forms.  
Year 1 sparked plenty of giggles with their collaborative "silly stories," proving that the best tales are often the 
ones we build together.  Year 3 took a physical approach, "walking the line" to illustrate their story arcs and 
bring their sequences to life.  Year 4 brought the rhythm, transforming their narratives into impressive raps that 
filled the halls with energy.

Also this week our Year 5 debate team did us proud at the MNSP Speak Out Competition, debating the topic 
‘Should Social Media Be Banned For Under 16’s?’ with maturity and confidence.

It has been a wonderful reminder that at St. John’s, we work hard and dream big. Thank you to all the staff and 
students for making it such a memorable week!

Next week is jammed packed with exciting opportunities for children across the school.

Monday:  Our Mental health Ambassadors will be launching Children’s Mental Health Week.
Our Year 6 children will be going to STEAM

Tuesday:  Our Digital Leaders will be launching Safer Internet Day and across the school we will be looking at 
the responsible use of AI

Wednesday:  Holly Reynolds will be returning to do mindfulness sessions with children across the school

Thursday:  Happy Puzzle Company will be working with the children to complete a variety of team challenges.  
There will be a puzzle shop after school in the Studio for you to purchase a variety of games and puzzles at a 
10% discounted rate.
PTA Disco after school

Friday:  Happy Puzzle Company 
Non Uniform Day

Have a lovely weekend!

Mrs West-Gaul

Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’
Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice

 is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  
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Awards and Achievements
Well done to all our pupils who have achieved an award.

Top Doodling Class

HAZEL

Well done!

PE Achievements of The Week

 Star of the 
Week Star Reader

Acorns
Radleigh

Hope
Max

Aiden

Ash Dougie Eli

Birch Daisy Eron

Chestnut Jack Leo W

Elm Fred D Isla

Hazel Remy James

Holly Toby Zach

Maple Evie Sophie

Oak Albie Aeris

Pine Amelia L Zena

Rowan Charlie Aoife

Sycamore Nate Carly

Willow Ellis Eva
Dilly

Year 6 Sycamore - Luca(Excellent Effort) and Avery (Caring and Kind)

Year 6 Willow - Harper (Calm and Confident) and Ellis (Fantastic Focus)

Year 5 Pine - Amelia S, Charlie and Zena (Terrific Teamwork) 

Year 5 Rowan - Josh, Todd, Harry and Albie (Terrific Teamwork)

Year 4 Oak - Kallie (Fantastic Focus) and Loula (Playing Fair)

Year 4 Maple - Matilda (Amazing Ability), Mackenze (Playing Fair) and Evie (Calm and Confident) 

Year 3 Holly - Oliver, Eric and Jasper (Terrific Teamwork) 

Year 3 Hazel - Frankie (Terrific Teamwork), Eva (Fantastic Focus) and Willow (Excellent Effort) 

Year 2 Chestnut - Ayda (Amazing Ability) and Senna (Excellent Effort)

Year 2 Elm - Eva (Really Resilient), Freddie D (Fantastic Focus) 

Year 1 Birch- Molly (Playing Fair), Oliver(Huge Helper), Alex (Caring and Kind) and Eden (Fantastic Focus)

Year 1 Ash - Arthur and Alfie (Terrific Teamwork) and Ariella (Fantastic Focus)

Dates For Your Diary

February
9th Children’s Mental Health Week
9th Year 6 Trip to Steam
10th Safer Internet Day
12th PTA Disco
13th PTA Non-uniform Day
23rd Children return to school
26th Year 2 Trip to SS Great Britain

March
3rd SEND Coffee Morning, 8.45am
5th World Book Day
18th PTA Easter Chocolate Family Bingo





Reading in Year Four
To celebrate National Storytelling Week, Year Four traded traditional tales for modern 
beats in an electrifying online workshop with professional rapper and storyteller, Alim 
Kamara. Alim showed us that stories don't just live in books - they live in rhythm! 

Under his expert guidance, the children learned how to weave their own narratives 
into powerful rap lyrics. The creativity didn't stop there; we also became music 
producers for the day, using our loop station to layer sounds and record original 
backing tracks. It was a fantastic way to see how technology and oral tradition can 
come together to tell a story.

 General Notices
After-school Clubs for Term 4
We are pleased to share the after school clubs for 
Term 4 (after February half term), offered by Ignite 
Sports:

Mondays: Year R-4 Dance & Year R-3 Football
Tuesdays: Year 1-6 Nerf & Archery
Wednesdays: Year 2-6 Evasion & Invasion Games

To book, scan the QR code on the poster or click 
here to go to the booking site (Abler)

All of the St John's teacher-led clubs continue as 
per term 3, up to the Easter break.

Zone 5 - Spare Shoes Required
A reminder that if children choose to play on Zone 
5 at lunchtime, it is essential that they change into 
different footwear as this area can be wet and 
muddy at the moment and we would like to avoid 
this being brought into the school corridors and 
classrooms.  

Could we please therefore request that spare 
shoes/trainers are provided for this.  Thank you for 
your co-operation.

https://www.abler.io/shop/ignitesport?search=st.+john
https://www.abler.io/shop/ignitesport?search=st.+john


Reading 

St John's Wishlists

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHAWlDXNIY/vxV-Cg75sM9yj5N3xZfRsA/view?utm_content=DAHAWlDXNIY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hcc91baeb4e






Parenting is probably the most important and rewarding role you will undertake in your life. 

Yet parenting is far from easy, having many ups and downs and posing great challenges and 
demands. This is especially the case when you have a child with ADHD, which can bring additional 
challenges and demands.  

The course aims to provide parents with a supportive environment that empowers you to find your 
own solutions to the challenges they may encounter.  

Each session will cover three topics that focus on supporting families, supporting children and parent 
self-care. 

The programme is written to support different learning styles and needs with a mix of reflection, 
discussion, video clips and worksheets.  

We strive to be inclusive and Neurodiversity affirming.  

Making an Impact 

Studies have shown that parents of children 
with ADHD who complete the Parents Plus 
Children’s programme report: 

● Increased child positive social behaviour 

● Reduced behaviour problems 

● Reduced emotional problems 

● Decreased parental stress 

● Increased parental confidence 
 
Parents attending the previous course told us
 
● “We have learnt so much and found 

meeting other parents and sharing a voice 
invaluable.”

● “I feel I now have a much better 
understanding about ADHD, my child’s 
needs and my own needs.”

● “I am thinking more consciously about the 
way I am parenting, I’ve learnt to stay calm 
more often and give my child more time.”



Executive function  isn’t one single skill — it’s a group of brain skills 
working together behind the scenes.

These are the core executive function areas that help a child remember instructions, manage 
feelings, stay organised, shift thinking, and get started on tasks. They are the “management 
team” of the brain.

Here’s the part many people don’t realise: these skills are largely driven by the prefrontal cortex, 
the area of the brain that develops slowly from childhood right through to the mid-twenties. So 
when a child struggles with planning, impulse control, or emotional regulation, it often reflects 
brain development, not behaviour choices.

Some children, especially those with ADHD, autism, dyslexia, or other neurodivergent profiles, 
may develop these skills differently or need more scaffolding and support along the way.

Understanding the core areas of executive function helps us respond with support instead of 
frustration. When we adjust expectations to match development, children do better.

Click on the 
link for 
more 
information 
on Facebook

The 
Contented 
Child

https://www.facebook.com/thecontentedchild/?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/thecontentedchild/?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/thecontentedchild/?locale=en_GB


Thought of the Week



PTA NEWS



Community Notices






