
CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM:  WISDOM  

Message from the Headteacher

What a fantastic end to the term! It has been an 
incredibly busy and purposeful week here at St John’s, 
filled with unique learning experiences that have 
challenged the children both intellectually and 
emotionally.

On Monday, our Year 6 pupils travelled to the STEAM 
Museum in Swindon. They stepped into the shoes of 
WWII evacuees, gaining a poignant and hands-on 
understanding of history.

Throughout the week, all classes have engaged in 
meaningful activities centered around mental health. 
It’s been wonderful to see the children discussing their 
feelings and supporting one another with such 
empathy.  We were delighted to welcome Holly 
Reynolds on Wednesday for specialised mindfulness 
sessions. These workshops provided the children with 
practical tools to find calm and focus.

On Thursday and Friday, the school was buzzing with 
energy as children took part in sessions with the Happy 
Puzzle Company. These workshops were a highlight for 
many, brilliantly promoting critical thinking, resilience, 
and teamwork through complex (and fun!) 
problem-solving.

It has been a joy to see the children embrace these 
opportunities with such enthusiasm. I hope you all have 
a wonderful, restful half-term break, and we look 
forward to seeing everyone refreshed for the new 
term.

Warm regards,

Mrs West-Gaul

Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’
Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice

 is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  
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Dates For Your Diary

February
23rd Children return to school
26th Year 2 Trip to SS Great Britain

March
3rd SEND Coffee Morning, 8.45am
5th World Book Day
10th - 17th Book Fair
12th STEM Fair
18th Year 6 Parents SATS meeting, 3.15pm
18th PTA Easter Chocolate Family Bingo
31st Parents Evening

April
1st Parents Evening
2nd Easter Services (further details to 
follow)
2nd PTA Non-Uniform Day, End of Term



Hot Chocolate Friday

Well done to all of last week’s ‘Stars of 
the Week’ who enjoyed a hot 

chocolate treat.

Awards and Achievements
Well done to all our pupils who have achieved an award.

Top Doodling Class

ACORNS
                          

                                 Well done!

PE Achievements of The Week

 Star of the 
Week Star Reader

Acorns
Lily

Rosalia
Corey
Elijah

Ash Fraser Frankie

Birch Millie Molly

Chestnut Hudson Ava

Elm Lily Riley

Hazel James Poppy

Holly Jasper Amelia

Maple Matilda Jennifer

Oak Aeris George

Pine Isaac Reuben

Rowan Leah Bella

Sycamore James Grayson

Willow Jack D William

Year 6 Sycamore - Leo(Excellent Effort), Elliot (Calm and Confident) and Carly (Amazing Ability)
Year 6 Willow - Lottie, Texa and William (Going above and beyond)
Year 5 Pine - Dorothy, Soraya and Caiden (Calm and Confident)
Year 5 Rowan - Darcey and Bella (Calm and Confident) 
Year 4 Oak - Finn and Amelia L (Really Resilient), Lucas and Sonny (Calm and Confident)
Year 4 Maple - Sophie and Senna (Excellent Effort)
Year 3 Holly - Alfie and Poppy-Rose (Terrific Teamwork) 
Year 3 Hazel - Hugh and Casey (Terrific Teamwork), Libby (Really Resilient) 
Year 2 Chestnut - Charlie and Taylor (Fantastic Focus) 
Year 2 Elm - Katie(Really Resilient), Hugo(Fantastic Focus) 
Year 1 Birch - Lexi (Playing Fair), Millie(Huge Helper), Jesse (Caring and Kind) , Daisy and 
Finley(Fantastic Focus) and Presley (Amazing Ability)
Year 1 Ash - Freddie and Woody  (Terrific Teamwork) Ruby R and Ariella (Playing Fair)

Thank you to Beth at 
Pickle Print for her 
donation of new hi vis 
jackets - we are going 
to look super smart on 
our school trips now!



Theme: This Is My Place

This week we marked Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Week, focusing on the theme 
This Is My Place and exploring what helps us feel safe, calm and that we truly belong.

Our Wellbeing Ambassadors proudly re-launched our Achievosaurs, reminding everyone of 
the positive learning behaviours that support resilience, reflection and kindness across our 
school community.

Each year group explored the theme in thoughtful and creative ways:

● Reception focused on recognising emotions and facial expressions. Children 
explored how different feelings look and feel, and took photographs of their own 
faces to show a range of emotions, helping them to develop emotional awareness 
and empathy.

● Year 1 created Happy Places through construction activities, designing spaces 
where they feel calm and secure. This led to meaningful conversations about 
belonging and what makes a place feel special.

● Year 2 built daily mindfulness into their routine. Children wrote and illustrated places 
where they feel they belong and created positive affirmations for one another, 
strengthening kindness and connection with in the class.

● Year 3 used the story Fox Tailor and Sons to explore emotions and identity. By 
designing tails for different animals, children reflected on what it feels like to be 
listened to, understood and accepted.

● Year 4 designed imaginative maps of their own islands, carefully including places 
where they feel a strong sense of belonging, encouraging thoughtful discussion 
around identity, safety and community.

● Year 5 built in additional story times, recognising the importance of slowing down, 
connecting and using stories as a safe space to explore feelings.

● Year 6 have enjoyed creating ‘Belonging Islands’

Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Week



On Wednesday, Years 2–5 enjoyed workshops with 
Holly, where children explored mindfulness 
strategies and practical ways to feel calm in their 
own special place. These sessions gave pupils 
simple tools they can use both in school and at 
home.

Throughout the week, learning was captured in 
floor books and shared displays, celebrating 
excellent discussions and thoughtful reflections 
from across the school.

We are incredibly proud of the openness, 
empathy and care our children showed 
throughout the week, and how they continue to 
support their own wellbeing and that of others 
every day.



Year Six Trip to STEAM

On Monday, Year Six travelled to the STEAM Museum in Swindon to 
discover more about life as evacuees in World War Two.  More 
photos of their trip can be viewed on our Facebook page.

Out of School Achievements
Well done to Harry in Rowan Class who took part 

in the Writhlington Gymnastics annual 
competition.

He was super pleased to place 1st in floor routine, 
2nd in vault, 2nd in trampette and 2nd overall. 

Additionally, he was then awarded Boys 
Development Gymnasts of the Year! 

Mila in Hazel class competed 
in her 1st gymnastics 

competition last weekend. 
She did really well and came 
second in her competition. 

Well done!



Reading 

St John's Wishlists

Thank you to everyone 
who has donated so 
far!

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHAWlDXNIY/vxV-Cg75sM9yj5N3xZfRsA/view?utm_content=DAHAWlDXNIY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hcc91baeb4e


 General Notices
NO Crossing Patrol - Monday 23rd February
Please note there will be NO School Crossing Patrol outside the school gates on Monday 23rd 
February.  Please ensure you make suitable arrangements for supervising the children when 
crossing here both in the morning and in the afternoon.

NSPCC Number Day
Thank you to everyone who supported the NSPCC Number Day last week.  We are pleased that 
we have been able to raise some money for this charity. There is still plenty of time to support this 
and donations may be made at our Just Giving Page. 

Year 5 - Bikeability Training
You would have received an email notifying you what date and group your child will be doing 
their Bikeability training.
This is just a reminder of the groups and dates:

Group 1        25th & 26th February
Group 2        4th & 5th March
Group 3        11th & 12th March

School Meals
Just a polite reminder if your child is absent from school please can you cancel their school 
meal.

Zone 5 - Spare Shoes Required
A reminder that if children choose to play on Zone 5 at lunchtime, it is essential that they change 
into different footwear as this area can be wet and muddy at the moment and we would like to 
avoid this being brought into the school corridors and classrooms.  Could we please therefore 
request that spare shoes/trainers are provided for this.  
Thank you for your co-operation.

After-school Clubs for Term 4
A reminder that all of the St. John's 
teacher-led clubs continue as per term 3, up 
to the Easter break.  There are also 
after-school clubs offered by Ignite Sports.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-johns-school-numberday2026








Is my child too ill for school?

With the recent poor weather and dull days, we have seen a rise in the number of children 
being kept at home for colds, headaches and other minor ailments and injuries, all of which 
could be managed well in school.

Consistent school attendance makes a huge difference to a child’s education… here is why:

* Academic Momentum: Concepts build on one another. Missing one day can create a 
"gap" in understanding that makes the next day’s lesson feel like a puzzle with missing pieces.
* Social Connection: School is where children learn to navigate friendships, resolve conflicts, 
and build a sense of belonging. Frequent absences can make a child feel "out of the loop" 
with their peers.
* Life Habits: Reliability is a skill. By prioritising attendance now, you are teaching your child 
the importance of commitment: a trait that will serve them well in their future.

Timeliness matters too
Arriving at school just a few minutes late could mean that your child feels rushed, 
embarrassed and stressed at the start of their day.   Any later, and your child may miss the 
initial introduction to the day from their teacher, and may feel unsettled for the whole day.  
Arriving into class with their friends, and having the time to settle and organise themselves 
before learning starts, puts them in the right frame of mind for learning and sets them up for a 
good day.  Your help in ensuring they arrive in school on time and ready to learn is very 
much appreciated.

Working together
We know that life happens. Illness, medical appointments and family emergencies will 
always be a factor. If an absence is truly unavoidable, we will help to support in any way we 
can.  If a child has an illness that is contagious, we would of course aim to protect the rest of 
the class from infection and ask that they stay at home.  However, please note the illnesses 
that do not require that a child stays home (on the following graphic).  If you need anything 
clarified, please let us know.

Thank you for your continued support and for everything you do to get your child to school, 
on time and ready to learn each morning.
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