
CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM: HOPE    

Message from the Headteacher

Welcome back to the start of Term 4! It has been 
wonderful to see the children return with such energy 
and enthusiasm, ready for the busy weeks ahead.

This term, our Christian value is Hope. In our recent 
Collective Worship, we explored what hope looks like 
in the world around us. The children shared some lovely 
observations of nature waking up, from the first brave 
snowdrops to the tiny green buds appearing on the 
trees.

We linked these signs of spring to the Parable of the 
Mustard Seed. We discussed how something as tiny 
and seemingly insignificant as a mustard seed can 
grow into a magnificent, sheltering tree.  It’s a powerful 
reminder for us all: even the smallest act of kindness or 
the tiniest spark of effort can grow into something 
enormous. Hope works the same way, it starts small 
and grows, little by little, until it fills our whole 
community.

We haven't wasted a moment getting back into the 
swing of things. A huge well done to our Year 2 pupils, 
who had a fantastic trip to the SS Great Britain this 
week. Their behavior was exemplary, and they did a 
brilliant job of stepping back in time to learn about 
Victorian engineering and life at sea.

It’s wonderful to see the children’s learning brought to 
life through these experiences, and I know they have 
returned to class with plenty of inspiration for their 
history and writing projects.

Thank you for your continued support as we begin this 
new term together.

Warm regards,

Mrs West-Gaul

Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’
Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice

 is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  
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Dates For Your Diary

March
3rd SEND Coffee Morning, 8.45am
5th World Book Day
10th - 17th Book Fair
12th STEM Fair
17th Year One Trip to Wookey Hole
18th Year 6 Parents SATS meeting, 3.15pm
18th PTA Easter Chocolate Family Bingo
24th Dance Umbrella
26th Year Four trip to the Roman Baths
31st Parents Evening

April
1st Parents Evening
2nd Easter Services (further details to 
follow)
2nd PTA Non-Uniform Day, End of Term



Hot Chocolate Friday

Well done to all of last week’s 
‘Stars of the Week’ who enjoyed 

a hot chocolate treat.

Awards and Achievements
Well done to all our pupils who have achieved an award.

Top Doodling Class

BIRCH
                          
                               

Well done!

PE Achievements of The Week

 Star of the 
Week Star Reader

Acorns
Albion

Isabella
Theo
Violet

Ash Isabelle Ruby R

Birch Isabella Stephen

Chestnut Jack Millie

Elm Dexter Lottie

Hazel Aubrie Fletcher

Holly Alfie Eric

Maple Corey Betsy

Oak Sam Sophia L

Pine Mrs Murphy Mrs Murphy

Rowan Indigo Mollie

Sycamore Taylor Poppy

Willow Henry Fin

Year 6 Sycamore - Taylor (Terrific Teamwork) and Charlie (Amazing Ability)
Year 6 Willow - Gabriel (Playing Fair) and Ella (Going above and beyond) 
Year 5 Rowan - Indigo (Calm and Confident) and Thomas (Playing Fair)
Year 5 Pine - Oscar and Brie (Playing Fair)
Year 4 Maple - Darcey (Fantastic Focus), Jaxon (Playing Fair), Mckenzie (Terrific Teamwork) and 
Betsy (Calm and Confident) 
Year 4 Oak - Finn and Albie (Terrific Teamwork), Sophia L (Really Resilient) and Grace (Amazing 
Ability) 
Year 3 Holly - Zac and Nancy (Fantastic Focus) 
Year 3 Hazel - Aubrie and Izzy (Really Resilient) and Melania (Calm and Confident) 
Year 2 Chestnut - Zac (Amazing Ability), Eleanor and Ruby (Excellent Effort) 
Year 2 Elm - Albie (Fantastic Focus), Betsy and Baya (Caring and Kind) 
Year 1 Birch - Jesse (Excellent Effort), Alex and Daisy (Playing Fair)
Year 1 Ash - Ruby R (Fantastic Focus) Ruby H (Caring and Kind) Leo and Woody (Excellent Effort) 



Staffing Updates

We are delighted to share some 
wonderful news with you all!

Just before half term, Miss Moody 
welcomed a beautiful baby girl into 

the world. She has named her 
Robyn Elisse Dawkins.

Both mum and baby are doing well, 
and we are sure you will join us in 

sending Miss Moody and her family 
our warmest congratulations and 

very best wishes at this special 
time.

After more than 20 years of dedicated service, we say a fond farewell to Mrs 
Murphy, who is retiring from her role as Teaching Assistant at St John’s.

During her time with us, Mrs Murphy has supported children across every year 
group, both as a classroom TA and working 1:1 within children. She has made a 

lasting difference to countless pupils through her patience, nurturing nature and 
unwavering kindness.

Mrs Murphy brought creativity and joy into our school, especially through her 
much loved art projects, many children will proudly remember the beautiful 

pottery plates they created under her guidance. She has also worked tirelessly to 
ensure our school is a warm, welcoming environment for all.

We are incredibly grateful for her commitment and care over the past two decades. 
She will be greatly missed by staff and pupils alike, and we wish her every 

happiness in the future.

I am pleased to share that I have been 
appointed as the part-time Assistant Director 

of Primary for Midsomer Norton Schools 
Partnership. This role will involve supporting 
school improvement work in other Primary 

Schools across the MAT.

I want to reassure you that I will remain in 
my role as Headteacher of St John’s Primary 
School. This new position is part-time and 

has been carefully planned to ensure that my 
commitment to our school, our children and 

our families remains my priority.

I am excited about the opportunity to 
contribute more widely while continuing to 

lead and serve our wonderful school 
community.

Mrs West-Gaul



Reading in Year Three

Reading in Year Two

In Year Three Reading, we have been linking our learning to 
our History topic on the Stone Age. 

This week, we explored a range of non-fiction texts to help 
us discover what life was like during this fascinating period. 

Over the next few weeks, we are excited to begin reading 
Wild Way Home, where we will use our inference and 
prediction skills to follow an adventure story set in the Stone 
Age.  

Additionally, thank you so much to our Year 3 parents who 
have kindly donated books via our Amazon Wishlist - your 
generosity is greatly appreciated and helps to enrich our 
classroom reading experience.

This week Year Two has been diving into 
a new book for Whole Class Reading. The 
book is ‘The Real Fairy Storybook’ (Stories 
that fairies tell themselves.) Written and 
illustrated by Georgie Adams and Sally 
Gardner.

We have been practicing our prediction, 
retrieval, inference and general 
comprehension skills. 

There are a variety of stories that we are 
excited to read. These are: ‘The Seahorse 
and the Kelpie King’, ‘When I was a Tooth 
Fairy’, ‘Princess Curly Locks’ and ‘The 
Shoemaker and the Robber Elves’.



Bikeability Training

The Bikeability sessions for Year Five have 
commenced this week and the groups have been 
making great progress practising their new cycling 
skills in the playground.



Reading 

St John's Wishlists

Thank you to everyone 
who has donated so 
far!

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHAWlDXNIY/vxV-Cg75sM9yj5N3xZfRsA/view?utm_content=DAHAWlDXNIY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hcc91baeb4e


 General Notices
Water Bottles
Please ensure that all pupils have a water bottle available every day.  It is important that children 
are drinking regularly to keep hydrated, particularly if they are active with PE or lunchtime 
activities.

Parents Poll: After School Care
Here at St John's we are considering options for our wraparound care provision for September 2026 and 
beyond. As part of this, we are trying to gauge if there is a need for regular, longer after school care 
sessions, which would replace our current partnership with Midsomer Norton Primary School. Please could 
you complete the form below - we would value your input and opinion on this matter.
St John's after school care - parents poll

School Meals
Just a polite reminder if your child is absent from school please can you cancel their school meal.

Zone 5 - Spare Shoes Required
A reminder that if children choose to play on Zone 5 at lunchtime, it is essential that they change 
into different footwear as this area can be wet and muddy at the moment and we would like to 
avoid this being brought into the school corridors and classrooms.  Could we please therefore 
request that spare shoes/trainers are provided for this.   Thank you for your co-operation.

After-school Clubs for Term 4
A reminder that all of the St. John's teacher-led clubs continue as per term 3, up to the Easter 
break.  There are also after-school clubs offered by Ignite Sports.

Out of School Achievements

Well done to Hugo and Leo who received 2 
amazing awards last weekend for 

Taekwondo!

Hugo's award was student of the year 2025 
and Leo received the grading award! 

They have also just achieved their red belt! 

https://forms.gle/F1GvLR1WdSUrcsv18








Is my child too ill for school?

With the recent poor weather and dull days, we have seen a rise in the number of children 
being kept at home for colds, headaches and other minor ailments and injuries, all of which 
could be managed well in school.

Consistent school attendance makes a huge difference to a child’s education… here is why:

* Academic Momentum: Concepts build on one another. Missing one day can create a 
"gap" in understanding that makes the next day’s lesson feel like a puzzle with missing pieces.
* Social Connection: School is where children learn to navigate friendships, resolve conflicts, 
and build a sense of belonging. Frequent absences can make a child feel "out of the loop" 
with their peers.
* Life Habits: Reliability is a skill. By prioritising attendance now, you are teaching your child 
the importance of commitment: a trait that will serve them well in their future.

Timeliness matters too
Arriving at school just a few minutes late could mean that your child feels rushed, 
embarrassed and stressed at the start of their day.   Any later, and your child may miss the 
initial introduction to the day from their teacher, and may feel unsettled for the whole day.  
Arriving into class with their friends, and having the time to settle and organise themselves 
before learning starts, puts them in the right frame of mind for learning and sets them up for a 
good day.  Your help in ensuring they arrive in school on time and ready to learn is very 
much appreciated.

Working together
We know that life happens. Illness, medical appointments and family emergencies will 
always be a factor. If an absence is truly unavoidable, we will help to support in any way we 
can.  If a child has an illness that is contagious, we would of course aim to protect the rest of 
the class from infection and ask that they stay at home.  However, please note the illnesses 
that do not require that a child stays home (on the following graphic).  If you need anything 
clarified, please let us know.

Thank you for your continued support and for everything you do to get your child to school, 
on time and ready to learn each morning.





Thought of the Week



PTA NEWS

We are delighted to announce PTA Family Chocolate Bingo

Saturday 28th March
School Hall 
Doors open 3pm
Eyes down 3.30pm

Please book your space on the following link. £5 per 
player (transaction fee of 35p applies) this includes 
a Bingo Book of 6 games. Non playing children are 
free but please provide details for numbers as we 
have a capacity in the hall. Additional books will be 
available on the day if children do want to play. 
https://square.link/u/qN4u2A1c?src=sheet

Thank you for all of the generous chocolate 
donations, we have been able to create lots of prizes 
to be won. There will also be a chocolate filled raffle 
on the day.

The kitchen will be open for food and drinks.

We look forward to seeing you.

https://square.link/u/qN4u2A1c?src=sheet


Community Notices








