
CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM: HOPE    

Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,

This term, our school community has been focusing 
on the Christian value of Hope. We have explored 
what it means to be ambassadors of hope in our 
communities and how hope can sustain us through 
challenges. To bring this value to life at home, we 
have sent each child home with a sunflower seed. 
Our hope is that these flowers will serve as a living 
reminder of the joy and growth that hope brings. 
We would love to see photos of your sunflowers as 
they begin to grow over the coming weeks.

To support your conversations at home, we have 
attached our Hope Bible Chat Mat to this week’s 
newsletter. This is a fantastic resource designed to 
help you discuss your child’s learning and explore 
the theme of hope together as a family.

I would like to extend a huge thank you to the 
Choir, instrumentalists and the Ethos Team. They 
dedicated a significant amount of time and care 
into preparing our Easter Services. These services 
were a beautiful, reflective way to mark the end of 
another busy term at St John’s and a poignant 
reminder of the Easter story.

Finally, I want to say a big thank you to our PTA for 
all of their fundraising to date - I hear the Easter 
Bingo was a roaring success!  Please make sure 
you look out for more information about the 
Summer Fete in July - we are always in need of 
willing helpers!

I look forward to welcoming everyone back on 
Monday 20th April, as we embark on our final two 
terms of the academic year.

Warmest wishes,
Mrs West-Gaul

Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’
Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice

 is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  
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Dates For Your Diary

April
20th Children return to school
22nd Year 5 Trip - Field to Food
23rd St. George’s Day  
27th - 29th Year Four Camp at Kilve Court

May
4th Bank Holiday
7th                  SEND Coffee Morning at 8.45am
11th - 14th KS2 SATs Week
22nd PTA Non-uniform Day



Hot Chocolate Friday
Well done to all of last week’s ‘Stars of the Week’ who enjoyed a hot chocolate treat.

Awards and Achievements
Well done to all our pupils who have achieved an award.

 Star of the 
Week

Star 
Reader PE Achievements of the Week

Acorns
Max
Nina

Lily
Toby -

Ash Evie Dougie
Shaylum (Amazing Ability) Mila, Alex and Bonnie 
(Excellent Effort) 

Birch Jesse Oliver
Ronnie and Harper (Fantastic Focus) Delilah and 
Finley (Playing Fair)

Chestnut Eleanor Serena Lyra, Jack, Tommy and Elsie (Playing Fair)

Elm Oscar Miley
Jamie (Calm and Confident) Baya and Lilah 
(Caring and Kind) and Sofia (Amazing Ability) 

Hazel Harrison Fletcher
Remi and Aubri (Going Above and Beyond) 
Willow (Amazing Ability) 

Holly Harvey Alfie
Eric and Harlow (Fantastic Focus) Jesse and Arya 
(Excellent Effort) 

Maple Matilda Evie
Mackenzie and Arianna (Amazing Ability) Alina 
and Freddie (Excellent Effort) 

Oak Aoife Evelyn
Mason and Kallie (Excellent Effort) Sam and Thea 
(Fantastic Focus)

Pine Flynn Amelia L
Daisy and Charlie (Amazing Ability), Sophie and 
Matthew (Going Above and Beyond)

Rowan Mollie Elise 
Max

Leah (Amazing Ability) Jack H (Fantastic Focus), 
Josh (Calm and Confident), Fleur and Max (Going 
Above and Beyond) 

Sycamore Elliot Amber
Bo, Rudi, Taylor and Grayson (Going Above and 
Beyond)

Willow Gabriel April
Jude, Mabel, Jack D, and Harper (Going Above 
and Beyond)



 General Notices

St. George’s Day - Thursday 23rd April
A reminder that the school will allow members of youth 
organisations (eg. Scouts, Girlguiding), to wear these 
uniforms to school on St. George’s Day.  However please 
do also remember to bring Forest School clothes or PE Kit 
to school if needed on this day.
MyNameTags
Please use the Easter Break to refresh the names in all 
your child’s belongings which they bring into school, - eg, 
water bottle, coat, shoes, sun hat, Forest School clothes, 
PE kit, etc.
If you purchase a set of labels from MyNametags.com, 
the school will receive a small commission - please use 
the school ID 31825.
PE/Forest SchooL Timetables
A reminder that the new timetable for after the Easter 
break has been e-mailed out. 
School Dinners
Please ensure you book school dinners by midnight on 
Thursday 16th April for the first week back after the break.  
If you are unable to make any bookings, please 
remember to supply packed lunches for this week.

Supporting your child in the Digital World

As we see more of our pupils engaging with the digital world, we want to work together to 
ensure their experience remains positive, kind, and safe. While apps like WhatsApp and 
various social media platforms can be great for staying in touch, they also require a high level 
of maturity and active adult supervision.

Children are still learning the "unwritten rules" of digital citizenship. Without a helping hand, 
group chats can quickly become overwhelming or exclusionary. 

● Please regularly check your child’s devices and chat history. Knowing who they are 
talking to, and what is being said, is the best way to prevent issues before they start.

● Most social media platforms and WhatsApp have a minimum age rating (often 13+). 
If your child is using these apps, they need your guidance to navigate complex social 
dynamics.

● Remind children that if they wouldn't say it to someone's face in the playground, they 
shouldn't type it in a group chat.

Top Tips for Home

1. Encourage tablet or phone use in the living room rather than behind closed 
bedroom doors.

2. Collect devices at a certain time each night to ensure a good night's sleep.
3. Let your child know they can come to you if they see something online that makes 

them feel uncomfortable, without the fear of their device being taken away.

By staying involved, we can help our children enjoy the benefits of technology while keeping 
our school community a supportive and safe place for everyone.

http://mynametags.com


     Reading in Year Five

This term, Year Five  have been reading ‘The 
Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes. We really 
enjoyed following the story of the highwayman 
and discovering what happens as we slowly 
read and analysed each stanza.

As we explored the poem together, we paused to make predictions about what 
might happen next in the story. This helped us think carefully about the characters, 
especially the brave highwayman and the loyal Bess, and discuss the choices they 
made.

We also enjoyed looking closely at the poet’s language and how it creates tension 
and vivid images in the reader’s mind. Studying ‘The Highwayman’ has shown us how 
poetry can tell a powerful and memorable story, and it has been a text that both 
Pine and Rowan classes have really enjoyed exploring together.
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