
Year 4 Term 4 Topic Web
Home Learning/ Supporting at Home:
Each week, pupils will have ‘Home Learning Books’ sent home 
on Wednesday.

These will contain:
• 1 x Maths home learning assignment
• 1 x English home learning assignment
• Weekly spelling lists ( 8 spellings)

We ask that pupils complete the assignments and hand them in 
for the following Tuesday. This allows teaching staff to look 
over the completed assignments and support pupils where 
needed.

Spellings will be tested each Wednesday. 

Pupils have their reading books and diaries based on their 
reading level. We encourage parents to read with pupils as 
much as possible, as the benefits of reading across all areas of 
learning are significant. Reading diaries will be checked each 
week and books changed on a weekly basis where necessary. 
Please ensure that when your child reads with an adult at 
home, this is signed in the reading record. 

Year 4 MTC Check:
Information about the Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check can be found in the 
Maths section of this document. Pupils will have logins for 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/ and for TTRS  https://ttrockstars.com/ 
which have excellent resources and a platform which replicates the actual 
MTC Check. The ‘Soundcheck’ facility of TTRS  website is a useful facility to 
practice the MTC. Daily practice of X-tables is extremely useful as 
multiplication and corresponding division facts are needed across multiple 
domains of the Maths curriculum. 

Supplementary Learning:
Pupils have logins for both Doodle Maths 

and Spelling Shed. 

These are fantastic additional optional 
resources for pupils to support their 

learning in Maths and English. 

Welcome to the Term 4 Topic Web which provides 
the details of pupil learning and curriculum content 

for the forthcoming term. 
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T4 Spelling Progression

Week 2: Words where a suffix is 
added to words ending in y

Week 3: Words ending in ‘ious’ and 
‘eus’

Week 4: Challenge Words

Week 5: Words where ‘au’ makes an /ou/ 
sound 

Week 6: Words ending in ‘-tion’



T4 English: Wisp- A Story of Hope

Writing skills within this unit:
Reading comprehension covered:

• Read for a range of purposes 
• Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 
• Check text makes sense 
• Ask questions to improve understanding of a text 
• Draw inferences (characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives); 

justify with evidence 
• Predict from details stated and implied 
• Participate in discussion about books 

Vocabulary: Writing Outcome: To write a narrative from the 
perspective of a Wisp. 

In this unit, pupils will be immersed in the life of a young 
refugee named Idris. Idris has lived his entire life in a 
refugee camp surrounded by fences and tents. When a 
tiny, magical, glowing light called a Wisp appears, it 
brings memories of the outside world to the adults. 

Unlike the others, Idris has no memories of the past, so 
the Wisp instead gives him the promise of a better future. 

Pupils will explore what it means to be a refugee. Their 
writing will focus on including rich and detailed 

descriptions of memories of old and demonstrate empathy 
towards the stories of each character.

Basic Skills (Gateway Keys) Mastery Keys Feature Keys

• Extend the range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, 
because, although 

• Organise paragraphs around a theme
• Use fronted adverbials 

• Expand noun phrases by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, nouns and 
prepositional phrases 

• Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 
repetition 

• Use inverted commas and other 
punctuation to punctuate direct speech 

• Use commas after fronted adverbials

• Use paragraphs and use different ways 
to introduce paragraphs 

• Create dialogue between characters that 
shows their relationship with each other 

• Use 1st or 3rd person consistently
• Use tenses appropriately



T4 Reading: Ariki and the 
Island of Wonders

Through reading Volcanoes both as a 
class and independently, the following 

skills are practised:

As well as the necessary skills to read and comprehend 
a text, we will also have a mastery focus on:

• Drawing inferences (inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions); justify with 

evidence 
• Discussing words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination 

“Ariki and the Island of Wonders by 
zoologist Nicola Davies is a thrilling, 

nature-focused chapter book for young 
readers. It follows a brave, Polynesian-

inspired girl named Ariki, her friend 
Ipo, and her mischievous pet pig, Bad 
Boy, as they get lost at sea and wash 

up on an uncharted island. The story is 
widely praised for its empowering 

heroine, vivid descriptions of nature, and 
strong conservation message.”



T4 Mathematics:

Fractions (continued)
In this unit, pupils will deepen their understanding of 

fractions and how they relate to whole numbers. 
Children will learn to count beyond one whole and 

explore mixed numbers and improper fractions, 
including how to convert between them. They will use 
number lines to compare, order and identify equivalent 
fractions, helping them see how fractions fit together. 

Pupils will also practise adding and subtracting 
fractions and mixed numbers, including subtracting 

from whole amounts, to develop confidence in solving 
fraction problems accurately.

Decimals
In Term 4, pupils will be learning to recognise and 

write decimal numbers, including tenths and 
hundredths. They will develop their understanding of 
the relationship between fractions and decimals, count 

in tenths and hundredths, and use place value 
knowledge to read, write and represent decimal 

numbers. Pupils will also compare and order decimals 
with up to two decimal places, round decimals with 
one decimal place to the nearest whole number, and 
apply their learning to solve problems involving money 

and measures. Using place value, pupils will learn how 
to multiply and divide numbers by 10 and 100 and 
methods to complete these calculations efficiently. 

Problem Solving and Reasoning:
As part of our approach to Maths, we aim for pupils 

to be fluent with key concepts. There are also 
regular problem solving and reasoning challenges to 

develop a deeper understanding of the concepts.

Key Vocabulary:

decimal point
Tenths

Hundredths
place value
Compare

Order
Round
fraction 

equivalent.

Whole  Part
Fraction  Numerator
Denominator Mixed number
Improper fraction Equivalent fraction
Fraction family Number line
Compare  Order
Greater than Less than
Equal to  Convert
Add  Subtract
Total
Difference

Decimals:
Fractions



Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

Overview of the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC)
The multiplication tables check (MTC)  is statutory for all 
year 4 pupils in England.

The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils 
can recall their times tables fluently up to 12, through a 
set of 25 timed questions. This skill is essential for future 
success in mathematics, and the check will help schools 
identify pupils who have not yet mastered this and provide 
additional support.

In  2026, schools must administer the MTC in the 2-
week period between Monday 1st June and Friday 12th 
June. 

Information for Parents
An information document for parents from 
the DfE can be found by following the link 

below:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
/multiplication-tables-check- information-for-

parents 

How can you help at home:?
Pupils will now have a timestables.co.uk login sent home with them. 
On this website, there is a replica MTC trial run. This will help 
pupils to familiarise themselves with the assessment, so that it 
becomes second nature. 

A good way to prepare is to start early and build a daily routine 
practising the times tables. With regular practise pupils will learn all 
the questions and gain confidence. We suggest practising 10 to 15 
minutes a day for optimal results and the website has a variety of 
games and activities to support with this. 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/ 
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T4 Science: States of Matter
Through this project, pupils will be taught about solids, liquids and gases and their characteristic properties. They 

observe how materials change state as they are heated and cooled, and learn key terminology associated with these 
processes.

Glossary:

Lesson Sequence:

Learning 
Launcher: 

Unusual States 
of Matter

WALT: Group 
and sort 

materials into 
solids, liquids 

or gases.

Particle 
Theory:

WALT: Use 
scientific 

vocabulary to 
report and 

answer 
questions.

Melting, 
Freezing, 

Evaporation 
and 

Condensation:

WALT: 
Observe and 
explain that 

some materials 
change state 

when they are 
heated or 

cooled.

Innovate Task: 
Focus on Water

Observing and 
Measuring 
Changes Over 
Time

Practical 
Investigation

WALT: 
Investigate the 
changing states 

of water.

Innovate 
Task:

Focus on Water

Observing and 
Measuring 

Changes Over 
Time

Practical 
Investigation

WALT: 
Investigate the 
changing states 

of water.

Melting and 
Boiling Points

WALT: 
Research the 

changes of state 
of a range of 

materials

Knowledge 
Capture

British Science Week will take place in Term 4. 
The theme for this year is ‘Curiosity: What’s 
your Question?’ More information will follow 
about an exciting week of hands-on, immersive 

and investigative Science. 



T4 Art: Animal

Glossary:

In Art this term, Year 4 pupils will explore how animals have been represented throughout history and across different 
cultures. They will study the visual qualities of a range of animals, developing their observational skills through sketching 
and drawing. Pupils will also experiment with printmaking techniques and use clay to create animal- inspired sculptures, 

learning how artists use different materials and methods to capture shape, texture and form. Through this topic, children 
will develop their creativity, artistic skills and appreciation of animal art from around the world.



T4 Geography: Misty Mountain, Winding River

Lesson Sequence:

Term 4 -
Misty 

Mountain, 
Winding River

Learning 
Launcher: The 
Journey of a 

River:
WALT: Explore 
and profile the 

journeys of major 
rivers in the UK.

Changing 
Landscapes:

WALT: Explain 
how the physical 

processes of a 
river, sea or ocean 

have changed a 
landscape over 

time.

Rivers
Rivers of the 

World and 
their 

Importance:
WALT: Name, 

locate and 
explain the 

importance of 
significant rivers 
and their uses.

What are the 
Different 
Mountain 
Types?
WALT: 

Identify, 
describe and 
explain the 
formation of 

different 
mountain types.

Mountains of 
the UK and 
Around the 

World:
WALT: Create a 
detailed study of 
mountains of the 

world.

Innovate 
Task: The 

Lake District
WALT: Apply 
geographical 
skills and 

knowledge to 
create a 
tourist 

information 
pack of the 

Lake District.
Knowledge 

Capture

In Geography this term, Year 4 pupils will explore the fascinating world of rivers and mountains. They will learn about the key features and 
characteristics of rivers and mountain ranges around the world, including how they are formed and how they shape the landscape. Pupils will 

investigate the physical processes that create and change these environments, such as erosion, weathering and deposition, and discover the important 
role rivers and mountains play in supporting a variety of ecosystems. Through map work, research and geographical enquiry, children will develop their 

understanding of the natural world and the connections between people, places and environments.



T4 Music: Haiku, Music 
and Performance

Key Vocabulary:
Hanami

cherry blossom
pitch
sound

glissando
pizzicato
composer

composition
col legno

haiku
syllables
melody

dynamics
tempo

Knowledge and Skills:
In Music this term, Year 4 pupils will explore how sounds can be used to 
represent and describe their experiences outdoors. They will develop their 

understanding of the interrelated dimensions of music, learning to 
recognise, name and describe how elements such as pitch, tempo, 

dynamics and timbre affect a piece of music. Pupils will select appropriate 
instruments and sounds to match descriptive vocabulary, working 

collaboratively to compose and refine their own musical pieces. They will 
also build their performance skills by rehearsing and performing as part of 

a group, demonstrating confidence, creativity and teamwork.



T4 French: Weather and the Water 
Cycle

French Vocabulary:

Topic Overview: 
In French this term, Year 4 pupils will learn to talk about the 

weather using a range of weather phrases and temperatures. They 
will develop their speaking and listening skills by responding 

physically to weather vocabulary, repeating new phrases with accurate 
pronunciation, and describing the weather in different places using 

simple sentences. Pupils will learn the compass points and use them 
to give and understand directions, as well as placing weather symbols 

correctly on maps. They will also practise recognising and saying 
temperatures, matching numerals to number words, and deepen their 
understanding of the water cycle through key vocabulary and cognates 
in both English and French. Through a range of interactive activities, 

children will build confidence in using French to communicate 
information about weather and the environment.



T4 PSHE: Healthy Me

Healthy Me Overview: 
In PSHE this term, Year 4 pupils will explore 
friendships, group dynamics and the importance 
of making positive choices. They will learn how 

different friendship groups are formed, the roles 
people can take within groups, and how 

relationships can influence thoughts, feelings and 
behaviour. Pupils will reflect on the qualities 

they value in friendships and develop strategies 
for managing peer pressure by recognising what is 
right and wrong and drawing on their own inner 
strength. They will also learn about the effects 
of smoking, vaping and alcohol on health, as well 
as some of the reasons why people may choose to 

engage in these behaviours. Through discussion 
and reflection, children will build confidence in 

identifying and expressing their feelings, 
understanding the impact of others on their 
wellbeing, and making safe and responsible 

decisions.



T4 Computing: Creating Media (Website Design)

Topic Overview:
In Computing this term, Year 4 pupils will 
learn how to design and create their own 

websites using Google Sites. They will explore 
a range of tools and features, including tabs 

such as Insert, Pages and Themes, to develop 
professional- looking web pages. Pupils will plan 

their websites carefully, using checklists to 
guide their design choices and ensure 

information is organised clearly and effectively. 
They will create a website containing at least 

four linked pages, incorporating a variety of 
features to make their site engaging, 

informative and easy to navigate. Through this 
project, children will develop their digital 

creativity, design skills and understanding of 
how websites are structured for users.



T4 PE: Fitness

Key Vocabulary:

Key Objectives:
• I can collect and record my scores and identify areas I need 

to improve. 
• I can use key points to help me to improve my sprinting 

technique. 
• I share ideas and work with others to manage activities.
• I show balance when changing direction at speed. 
• I show control when completing activities to improve balance. 
• I show determination to continue working over a period of 

time. 
• I understand there are different areas of fitness and that 

each area challenges my body differently

Unit Overview:
Regular physical activity can do so many wonderful things to your overall health and fitness. It helps improve memory, 

makes you feel happier and gives your more energy. Regular exercise helps to build strong bones, strengthen your 
muscles and even improves sleep. Physical fitness includes many different parts such as agility, balance, coordination, 

speed, stamina and strength. These elements are so important in everyday activities.
In this unit pupils will take part in a range of activities that explore and develop different areas of their health and 

fitness. Pupils will be given opportunities to work at their maximum and improve their fitness levels, recognising how the 
activities make them feel. They will need to persevere when they get tired or when they find a challenge hard and are 
encouraged to support others to do the same. Pupils are asked to recognise areas for improvement and suggest activities 

that they could do to do this. Pupils will be encouraged to work safely and with control



T4 PE: Hockey
Unit Overview: 

Hockey is an invasion game. In this unit pupils develop their understanding of the attacking and defending principles of 
invasion games. In all games activities, pupils have to think about how they use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the 

opposition. In hockey pupils do this by maintaining possession and moving the ball towards goal to score. Pupils develop 
their understanding of the importance of fair play and honesty while self-managing games and learning and abiding by key 

rules, as well as evaluating their own and others’ performances. 

Key Objectives:
• I can delay an opponent and help to prevent 

the other team from scoring. 
• I can dribble, pass, receive and shoot the 

ball with increasing control. 
• I can move to space to help my team to keep 

possession and score goals. 
• I can provide feedback using key terminology 

and understand what I need to do to 
improve. 

• I can use simple tactics to help my team 
score or gain possession. 

• I share ideas and work with others to 
manage our game. 

• I understand the rules of the game and I 
can use them often and honestly. 



T5 RE and World Views: Eid ul-Adha (Islam)
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