
Year 4 Term 5 Topic Web
Home Learning/ Supporting at Home:
Each week, pupils will have ‘Home Learning Books’ sent home 
on Wednesday.

These will contain:
• 1 x Maths home learning assignment
• 1 x English home learning assignment
• Weekly spelling lists ( 8 spellings)

We ask that pupils complete the assignments and hand them in 
for the following Tuesday. This allows teaching staff to look 
over the completed assignments and support pupils where 
needed.

Spellings will be tested each Wednesday. 

Pupils have their reading books and diaries based on their 
reading level. We encourage parents to read with pupils as 
much as possible, as the benefits of reading across all areas of 
learning are significant. Reading diaries will be checked each 
week and books changed on a weekly basis where necessary. 
Please ensure that when your child reads with an adult at 
home, this is signed in the reading record. 

Year 4 MTC Check:
Information about the Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check can be found in the 
Maths section of this document. Pupils will have logins for 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/ and for TTRS  https://ttrockstars.com/ 
which have excellent resources and a platform which replicates the actual 
MTC Check. The ‘Soundcheck’ facility of TTRS  website is a useful facility to 
practice the MTC. Daily practice of X-tables is extremely useful as 
multiplication and corresponding division facts are needed across multiple 
domains of the Maths curriculum. 

Supplementary Learning:
Pupils have logins for both Doodle Maths 

and Spelling Shed. 

These are fantastic additional optional 
resources for pupils to support their 

learning in Maths and English. 

Welcome to the Term 5 Topic Web which provides 
the details of pupil learning and curriculum content 

for the forthcoming term. 
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T5 Spelling Progression

Week 2: Words ending in - ssion

Week 3: Words ending in ‘cian’ Week 4: Words that are adverbs of manner.

Week 5: Challenge Words



T5 English: Wisp- Alba the 
Hundred Year Old Fish

Writing skills within this unit:
Reading comprehension covered:

• Read for a range of purposes 
• Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 
• Check text makes sense 
• Ask questions to improve understanding of a text 
• Draw inferences (characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives); 

justify with evidence 
• Predict from details stated and implied 
• Participate in discussion about books 

Vocabulary: Writing Outcome: To write an information board for an exhibit 
in an aquarium.

In English this term, Year 4 pupils will explore the powerful 
story of Alba the Hundred Year Old Fish, which highlights the 

impact of plastic pollution on marine environments. Through 
reading and discussion, children will investigate the problems 

caused by plastic waste in the oceans and consider what can be 
done to protect wildlife and habitats. Using their research, pupils 

will write an informative display board explaining the effects of 
plastic pollution, its impact on sea creatures and ecosystems, and 
the actions individuals and communities can take to reduce plastic 
waste. This unit will develop pupils' reading, research and non-

fiction writing skills while encouraging them to think about 
environmental responsibility.

Basic Skills (Gateway Keys) Mastery Keys Feature Keys

• Revise use of simple organisational 
devices in non-narrative material 

• Use punctuation at Y2 standard 
correctly (full stops, capital letters – 
including for proper nouns, exclamation 
marks, question marks, commas in a list, 
apostrophes for contraction and singular 
noun possession) 

• Use subordination (when, if, that, 
because) and coordination (or, and, but) 

• Use expanded noun phrases 

• Recognise the grammatical difference 
between plural and possessive ‘s’ 

• Indicate possession by using the 
possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

• Organise paragraphs around a theme
• Build a varied and rich vocabulary
• Propose changes to grammar and 

vocabulary to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pronouns in 
sentences 

• Use specific e.g. fruit bats, and some 
technical vocabulary e.g. nocturnal, 
mammal 

• Use precision in technical vocabulary 
• Use description to compare and contrast 
• Use connecting adverbs and fronted 

adverbials e.g. also, additionally, 
usually, commonly 

• Write in the present tense 
• Use layout features e.g. questions to 

draw in the reader, headings and 
subheadings, paragraphs to group related 
ideas together



T5 Reading: Fantastically Great 
Women Who Saved the Planet

Through reading both as a class and 
independently, the following skills are 

practised:

As well as the necessary skills to read and comprehend 
a text, we will also have a mastery focus on:

• Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarise 

• Identifying how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning 

• Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of 
books 

In our Guided Reading sessions this term, Year 
4 pupils will be inspired by Fantastically Great 

Women Who Saved the Planet by Kate 
Pankhurst. Through this engaging non-fiction 

text, children will learn about a range of 
remarkable women who dedicated their lives to 
protecting the environment and making a positive 

difference to the world. Pupils will research 
these inspirational figures, compare their lives, 

achievements and contributions, and explore how 
their actions helped to safeguard the planet. 

Using their findings, children will develop their 
reading, research and writing skills while 

gaining a deeper understanding of environmental 
issues and the importance of individual action in 

creating change.



T5 Mathematics:

Decimals Continued:
In Term 5, pupils will be learning to recognise and write 

decimal numbers, including tenths and hundredths. They will 
develop their understanding of the relationship between 

fractions and decimals, count in tenths and hundredths, and 
use place value knowledge to read, write and represent 

decimal numbers. Pupils will also compare and order 
decimals with up to two decimal places, round decimals with 
one decimal place to the nearest whole number, and apply 

their learning to solve problems involving money and 
measures. Using place value, pupils will learn how to 

multiply and divide numbers by 10 and 100 and methods to 
complete these calculations efficiently. 

Money:
In Year 4, pupils will develop their understanding of money 
by working with pounds and pence in real- life contexts. They 
will learn to add and subtract amounts of money, including 
working out change, and use written methods and mental 

strategies to solve problems involving totals and differences. 
Pupils will compare amounts of money, order values, and 

begin to understand how money is used in everyday situations 
such as shopping and budgeting. They will also solve multi-
step word problems involving money and apply their skills to 

practical scenarios, helping them become confident and 
accurate when working with decimal notation in financial 

contexts.

Problem Solving and Reasoning:
As part of our approach to Maths, we aim for pupils 

to be fluent with key concepts. There are also 
regular problem solving and reasoning challenges to 

develop a deeper understanding of the concepts.

Key Vocabulary:

decimal point
Tenths

Hundredths
place value
Compare

Order
Round
fraction 

equivalent.

pound (£)
pence (p)

Total
Change

Add/ Subtract
Difference

Amount
Cost
Price

Compare
order, 

estimate
budget

Decimals:

Money:



Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

Overview of the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC)
The multiplication tables check (MTC)  is statutory for all 
year 4 pupils in England.

The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils 
can recall their times tables fluently up to 12, through a 
set of 25 timed questions. This skill is essential for future 
success in mathematics, and the check will help schools 
identify pupils who have not yet mastered this and provide 
additional support.

In  2026, schools must administer the MTC in the 2-
week period between Monday 1st June and Friday 12th 
June. 

Information for Parents
An information document for parents from 
the DfE can be found by following the link 

below:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
/multiplication-tables-check- information-for-

parents 

How can you help at home:?
Pupils will now have a timestables.co.uk login sent home with them 
and TTRS . On these websites, there is a replica MTC trial run. This 
will help pupils to familiarise themselves with the assessment, so that 
it becomes second nature. The Soundcheck facility on TTRS  is 
particularly useful for practicing conditions replicating the assessment. 

A good way to prepare is to start early and build a daily routine 
practising the times tables. With regular practise pupils will learn all 
the questions and gain confidence. We suggest practising 10 to 15 
minutes a day for optimal results and the website has a variety of 
games and activities to support with this. https://www.timestables.co.uk/ 

https://ttrockstars.com/ 
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T5 Science: Sound
Through this project, it teaches children about sound, how sound is made and how sound travels as vibrations through a 

medium to the ear. They learn about pitch and volume and find out how both can be changed.

Lesson Sequence:

Term 5-  
Sound

Learning 
Launcher: 

Sound 
Carousel and 
Introductory 

Knowledge

WALT: Explore 
how sounds are 

made.

How do sounds 
travel?

WALT: Explain 
how sounds 

travel.

How do we 
hear sounds?

WALT: Explain 
sounds are 
made and 
heard.

Muffling 
Sounds 

Investigation:
WALT: 

Undertake a 
comparative 
investigation 
into muffling 

sound.

Volume and 
Distance 

Investigation:
WALT Compare 
how the volume 

of sound 
changes at 
different 

distances from 
the source.

Innovate 
Task:

Changing the 
Volume/ Pitch 

of the 
Sounds:
WALT: 

Compare and 
find patterns 

with the volume 
and pitch of 

sound.
Knowledge 

Capture



T5 Art: Statues, Statuettes and Figurines
In Art this term, Year 4 pupils will explore the 3D representation of the human form, including statues, statuettes and 

figurines. They will study examples from ancient civilisations, developing their understanding of how artists have used sculpture 
to represent the human body across different times and cultures. Pupils will take part in figure drawing to develop their 

observational skills and understanding of proportion and form. Using their clay skills, they will design and create their own 
Sumer-style figurines, applying techniques such as shaping, joining and detailing to produce a finished sculpture. Through this 
project, children will build their confidence in drawing and sculpting while developing their knowledge of historical art forms.



T5 History Geography: Ancient Civilisations

Lesson Sequence:

History:
Ancient 

Civilisations

Introductory Knowledge: 
What is a civilisation?

Learning Launcher: 
Archaeological Finds

WALT: Explain how artefacts 
provide evidence from the past.

Knowledge Gathering: Ancient 
Egypt

WALT: Gather and present 
contextual information about 

Ancient Egypt

Life in an Ancient Egyptian 
City

WALT: Use a range of sources 
to piece together information 

about the past.

Ancient Egyptian Hierarchy 
and the Role of the Pharoah
WALT: Construct a profile of a 
significant leader using a range 

of historical sources.

Tales from the Tomb
WALT: Explain how 
artefact can provide 

evidence of the wealth, 
power and status of the 

object’s owner

Innovate Task: ‘How was the 
Indus Valley civilisation similar 
to or different from the ancient 
Sumerian and ancient Egyptian 

civilisations?'

In History this term, Year 4 pupils will explore the history of three of the world’s earliest civilisations: ancient Sumer, ancient Egypt and the Indus Valley civilisation. They 
will learn about how each civilisation began, what daily life was like, their key achievements and innovations, and the reasons why each civilisation eventually declined, making 
key comparisons between the each civilisation. Pupils will develop their understanding of key historical concepts such as social hierarchy, leadership, artefacts and technological 
change, and will use timelines to place events in chronological order. Through engaging activities and enquiry, including exploring the Egyptian civilisation in depth, children will 

build a clearer understanding of what makes a civilisation and how ancient societies have shaped the modern world.



T5 Music: Samba Music
Knowledge and Skills:

In Music this term, Year 4 pupils will learn about samba music, a lively style of music from Brazil that 
is mainly made up of percussion instruments and is often performed during celebrations such as Carnival. 

They will explore how rhythm and pulse are used in samba, developing their ability to clap on the off-beat 
and play syncopated rhythms. Pupils will learn to perform their own rhythmic patterns in time with their 

group, gradually building confidence and accuracy when playing together. They will also practise 
performing musical breaks, ensuring they play in the correct place within the piece and stay in time with 
others. Through this unit, children will develop their sense of rhythm, teamwork and performance skills.



T4 French: French Food- Miam, Miam!
Topic Overview: 

In French this term, Year 4 pupils will develop their language skills through the context of shopping 
and café  conversations. They will learn to recognise and understand new vocabulary, including 

cognates that share similarities with English, to help support comprehension. Pupils will use model 
texts to guide their spoken language, asking and responding to questions in familiar café  scenarios with 
increasing confidence. They will practise using a bilingual dictionary to translate key words and apply 
their learning to real- life situations, including completing simple mathematical calculations in French 

and writing answers in euros. Pupils will also recognise shop names and create a labelled triarama to 
present their understanding. Through a range of strategies, they will build confidence in reading, 

writing, speaking and understanding French in practical contexts.



T5 PSHE: Relationships

Relationships Overview: 
In PSHE this term, learning starts focussing on 

the emotional aspects of relationships and 
friendships. With this in mind, children explore 
jealousy and loss/ bereavement. They identify 
the emotions associated with these relationship 

changes, the possible reasons for the change and 
strategies for coping with the change. The 
children learn that change is a natural in 

relationships and they will experience (or may 
have already experienced) some of these 

changes. Children revisit skills of negotiation 
particularly to help manage a change in a 

relationship. They also learn that sometimes it is 
better if relationships end, especially if they are 

causing negative feelings or they are unsafe. 
Children are taught that relationship endings can 

be amicable.



T5 Computing: Data Handling- Investigating Weather

Topic Overview:
In Computing this term, Year 4 pupils will explore 
how weather data is collected, recorded and used 

in real-world contexts. They will learn to 
efficiently search the web to find and accurately 
record temperatures from different cities, and 

present their findings in an organised way. Pupils 
will design a weather station that uses sensors to 
gather and record data, explaining how it works 

and identifying the units of measurement involved. 
They will also design an automated machine that 

uses selection to respond to sensor data, 
developing their understanding of simple 

programming concepts. Pupils will search for, 
record and analyse weather forecast information in 

a spreadsheet, considering how this data is 
collected and used. Finally, they will create a 

video that presents weather forecast information 
clearly, combining their computing, data handling 

and presentation skills.



T5 PE: Cricket

Key Objectives:
• I am able to bowl a ball with some accuracy and consistency. 
• I am learning the rules of the game and I am beginning to 

use them to play honestly and fairly. 
• I can communicate with my teammates to apply simple 

tactics. I can persevere when learning a new skill. 
• I can provide feedback using key terminology and understand 

what I need to do to improve. 
• I can strike a bowled ball after a bounce. 
• I can use overarm and underarm throwing, and catching 

skills with increasing accuracy. 
• I share ideas and work with others to manage our game. 

Unit Overview:
Cricket is a striking and fielding game. In this unit pupils explore their understanding of the principles of striking and 
fielding. They expand on their knowledge of the different roles of bowler, wicket keeper, fielder and batter. In all 
games activities, pupils have to think about how they use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition. In 
cricket, pupils achieve this by striking a ball and trying to avoid fielders, so that they can run between wickets to 

score runs. Pupils are given opportunities to work in collaboration with others, play fairly demonstrating an 
understanding of the rules, as well as being respectful of the people they play with and against. Teacher note: If 

playing in a reduced space use a sponge ball. 



T5 PE: Tennis
Unit Overview: 

Tennis is a net and wall game. In this unit pupils develop their understanding of the principles of net and wall games. In 
all games activities, pupils have to think about how they use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition. Pupils 
are given opportunities to play games independently and are taught the importance of being honest whilst playing to the 

rules. 

Pupils will also focus on preparation for the KS2 Sports Day which will take place later in the term. 

Key Objectives:
• I can communicate with my teammates to 

apply simple tactics. 
• I can explain what happens to my body 

when I exercise and how this helps to 
make me healthy. 

• I can provide feedback using key 
terminology and understand what I need 
to do to improve. 

• I can return to the ready position to 
defend my own court. 

• I can sometimes play a continuous game. 
• I can use a range of basic racket skills. 
• I share ideas and work with others to 

manage our game. 
• I understand the rules of the game and I 

can use them often and honestly. 



T5 RE and World Views: Vaisakhi (Sikhism)

Sikhs usually celebrate Vaisakhi on the 13th and 14th April. It is the most important festival day for Sikhs 
because, in 1699, Guru Gobind Singh created the Khalsa. The Khalsa are ordained Sikhs who make 

promises to wear the Five Ks and follow the Sikh religion faithfully. To become part of the Khalsa, Sikhs 
drink a sugary liquid called amrit and have it sprinkled onto their eyes and hair. Some Sikhs choose to 

take amrit during Vaisakhi.

Sikhs might also take part in a Nagar Kirtan during Vaisakhi, where the Sikh holy book, the Guru Granth 
Sahib, is driven through the streets accompanied by many members of the local Sikh community. Free food, 

called langar, is provided and dancing and martial arts demonstrations are enjoyed.
Vaisakhi is also a New Year and harvest festival in the Punjab.

Keywords:
amrit, Five Beloved Ones, Five Ks, gatka, Gurdwara, 
Guru Gobind Singh, identity, Kachera, Kangha, Kara, 
Kesh, Khalsa, Khanda, Kirpan, langar, Nagar Kirtan, 

Panj Pyare, sacrifice, Sikh, symbol, Vaisakhi

Overview: 
In RE this term, Year 4 pupils will explore the theme 
of identity through learning about Khalsa Sikhs. They 

will investigate what it means to belong to a faith 
community and how identity is shaped through beliefs, 

promises and practices. Pupils will learn about the 
importance of promises within Sikhism and explore the 
meaning and significance of the Five Ks, understanding 
how these symbols express commitment and identity. 

Through discussion and reflection, children will consider 
what influences their own identity and how people show 

what is important to them in their lives.
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