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Term 5-2025/2026

Welcome to the Term 5 Newsletter. The last
two terms of the year are always my favourite
as the sun comes out and we can fully enjoy
our wonderful outdoor spaces.

Communication about learning

Please remt)emb r to look at the clas(f pages
for news about learning in class an
Lnformattormﬂﬁ)(ut what i ccﬂnmq up next
term. | would like to t anEigL parents for
thectr ongpmq suppfrt with home learning
and reading. Doodle M?’Ts upﬁtke is steadily
improving but could still do with a little more

commitment %rom PU.PI.l:S Ln some year
9I"OU.PS.

National Assessments

Year 4 have If;)ee continuing their .
preparation for the multiplication checks. It is
dlf]%ult to overstate the importance ?or.
ildren of learning their th%s tables- it
makes MaL s in Years 5 and beyond so much
easier for them and impacts future Spoess
and confidence in the subject. Miss. Black is
trying her utmost to support in if ol but the
strongest success comes when children are
practising both at school and home.

| would like to 1[‘ak thisYopportunit to .
congratulate all ofour a 6 pupils on their
Tr work, resilience a termination

thr af the run-up K) SATS and the week
Ltse# ey enjoyed their SATs breakfasts
and worked determinedly throughout. Than
you to parents for their upport ﬁt home an
in getting them in early last week. A huge

thanks also to Miss.James for her
edication.

Character and Citizenship Awards

Thank you to the chc'tldren who have brought

in their progress to date aﬁd shared this to

inspire others to join in. There is still time to

engage with this bgforg awards are given at

Elle endLoﬁth.e acgdemic year. Please look at
ome Le 0

rning slides f

more details.
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EYFS

Acorns Nursery children have had a
wonderful half-term exploring their ‘Garden
Detectives!’ topic. The children have loved
learning about pets, animals and minibeasts
through water play, outdoor exploration,
Forest School activities and PE games.
Additionally, Holly Class children have
enjoyed their ‘Ready Steady Sow’ topic this
half-term, developing their independent
writing and learning numbers to 20 in
Maths. The children have loved watching
the tadpoles in the garden, are eagerly
awaiting our class butterflies and have
welcomed some adorable chicks into the
classroom. Both Acorns and Holly Class
have also been enjoying spending time in the
gardens whenever the warm weather has
allowed! We are very proud of how busy and
enthusiastic the children have been and are
looking forward to an exciting final term,
including Sports Day and preparing our
Butterflies 1‘Fc)Jr raduation. A big thank you
to our wonderﬁil EYFS team for all they do

to support and inspire the children each day.

Blaenavon Ironworks and Village and Big

Pit

On Thursday 21st May Year 6 travelled to
South Wales. In the morning, they visited
Blaenavon lronworks and viﬁa e, a
fascinating site providing both industrial
and social history. This was followed by a
visit to the ex-working coal mine, Big g’tt on
the South Wales coaltield. This covers
aspects of social history, industrial history
and physical and environmental geography.
They experienced a simulator, a trip down
the mineshaft and into the mine itself in
addition to a museum depicting the life of
coal miners.



Sports Fixtures

It has been another busy term for sport,
including football matc|2ies against
Farmborough and Welton and a netball
match against St Benedicts. Year 4 also
attended a Games Festival at MSN Cricket
Ground, where the en'oyed tr ing a variety of
different S orting activities. It has been great
to see continued effort and commitment from
all football teams in training. A big thank you
to Dan for 9ivin9 up his spare time to coach
both teams. Pledse be reminded that all
E)otball kits need to be returned to Miss

ollins as soon as possible so we are prepared
for upcoming fixtures.

Induction evening and moving forwarcls

On Monday 18th May we welcomed the new
intake parents for September 2026. |t was
9reat to have representation at this event from
a governor and ghe PTFA. Longvernal was
oversubscribed this year with a waiting list for
places both for Reception and Nursery, which
ls a testament to the behaviour and learnin
behaviours of the children. When prospective
parents are looking around the school, the
children are able to explain what they are
learning and how they learn really clearly,
utilising their Oracy skills brilliantly. A
combination OI : the Wonderful examples of
learnin from he children, having a dedicated
team who always ‘qo above and beyond' and a
supportive parent l?ody who | know say kind
things about Longvernal in the community
and%he behaviour of our children when out on
trips that has led to the growth of the school.
WE frequently receive comments or emails
from members of the public or staff at
education sites we visit praising our children’s
conduct. Thank you to everyone.

PTFA
| would like to thank the PTFA for all their

tremendous enrichment community and
fund- raising activities. The children were
extremely excited about the recent disco and it
was lovelly to see so many amilies at the Stay

and Play, despite the sun not full
us all. The Y6 pupils were thrilled too wit

shining on

the

kind 9ift of lce-creams after their SATs.

Uniform: reminder

Children can wear black school trousers,
tailored shorts, skirts or pinafore dresses. In
the warmer months green gingham dresses or
skirts with the schoo? polo shirt are also fine.
No gingham shorts jumpsuits please. Le 9in%s
and joggers are NOT to be worn except for P
(unless y prior arrangement) and children
should be wearing black shoes, not trainers.

Any pupil with hair that is long enough to tie
up should be wearing it tied up. Earrings
should be studs or tiny, easy-release 'slgeeper'
hoops for safety reasons.

Make-up is not permitted.

Please name everything!

Thank you for your support with this- there
has been a noticeable improvement in Term 4.

Snacks:

Morning snack should be an item of fresh

Eruit; think of it as a fruit boost’ please.
rackers, cereal bars and pepperami do not

qualify.
Safety:

Please ensure that your children are securel
fastened into your car with seatbelts fastened
and appropriate car seats as per the law. This

s asa eguarding concern.




Attendance

Whole School Agcgndélnce this term -

%

Attendance Matters: Every Day Counts!

We know it can be difficult to decide if your
child is "sick enough”to stay home. Our goal
is to support you in getting your child into

school whenever they are well enough to learn.

The "Stay or Go?" Guide
o L Stay Home: If your child has a high

temperature, is vomiting, or has
diarrhoea. (Please remember the
48-hour rule for sickness bugs!)

e B Cometo School: If they have a mild
cold, a runny nose, a slithcough, or
are just feeling a little tired.

Why it's worth the effort:

Often, the best 'medicine’ for feeling a little
under the weather is the distraction”of friends
and a normal routine! Being in school every
day helps children feel more confident,
connecfed and keeps their learning on track.

Need a hand? |f you're stru[gC?lin with the
morning routine or your child’is eetin
anxious, please reach out to us. We're'here to

help!

Learning next term

Please be sure to check the website to see
what your child is learning next term.
Navigate to ‘Our Classes and select your
child’s class to find out more!

Online Safety- Fortnite

Fortnite is a popular online video game
where players compete in challenges and
games, of{en working\ as teams or against
other players online. It is especially well
known for its ‘Battle Royale mode.

Fortnite is rated PEGI 12, meaning it is
considered suitable for children aged 12 and

over due to violence and online interaction.

What should you be aware of?

e Players can communicate with others
using voice and text chat.

e Some game models involve cartoon-
style combat and violence.

e There are in-game purchases for
outfits, accessories and upgrades.

e Thefast-paced nature of tEe game
can make it highly engaging and
difficult for some chilgren to stop

playing.
How can you support safe use?
e Be mindful of the PEGI age rating o
fPE (1; 9 g of

Fortnite. | ratings are the law.

e Use parental contro?s to manage chat,
sg)ending and playtime.

o ncourage children to only play online
with people they know in real life.

e Keep conversations open about online
behaviour and digita[psafety.

e Set healthy limits around screen time.



https://www.longvernal.com/

Dates for your Diaq(

Friday 22nd May 2026 - End of Term 5
Mon(i,ay OTst June 2026 - Start of Term 6

Tuesday 09t June 2026 - YR - Chew Valley

Farm Trip

Thursday T1th June 2026 - Y6 - Mad Swans

Activity

Monday 15t - Wednesday 17* June 2026 -

Y5/6 Cam

\I\/4Von|<<1ay Zgnd June 2026 - Health & Fitness
ee

Tuesday 23 June 2026 - Sports Day

\IéVednesday 24th June 2026 - Nursery Sports

ay
Friday 03rd July 2026 - PTFA Summer Fete
O6th, O7th, O thJu_lly 2026 - KS2

Performance (Times TBC)

Thursday O9th July 2026 - YR & Y6 -

Palette & Pasture Tri
Thursday 09th July 2026 - Y3 - Trip to
Stonehenge
Tngnesday 15th July 2026 - Y4 - Bristol Zoo
rip
Friday 17th July 2026 - Leavers Assembly
and Eynd of Term 6
Reminders
o We are getting a large am%Tnt of lost
property wmch we are unable to returg
to your child due to it not eing named.
Plegse make sure th t all school

uniforms, coats and bottles are

n meéng_efore sendmg your c ild into
school with them.

e Breakfast Club and After School Club
slao uHO[)e bog\lzed anﬁfpai(? %or in
advance on Arbor.

e Please also remember that school
inners need to T)e ordered on §chool
rid in adyance by the Thursday of

t e preceding week . [ hank youf )

e A reminder that there should be

0
smoking within t eschoolgroung. This
vaping.

'LrlclucllreuSa

o glgtldren Sh(?[uld arrive no earlier than
:30am and must be supervised unti
this time to ensure their safety, as we do
?ot have a teacher on uty until this
ime.

Children learn with mud on their hands and smiles on their faces

P.E. Next Term:

Holly- Monday
Qak- Monday
Chestnut- Monday
Maple- Monday
Cherry- Monda
Willow- Friday (Swimming)
Sycamore- Monday

Forest Next Term:

Holly- Tuesday
Qak- Wednesday

Chestnut- Wednesday
Maple- Tuesday

Cherry- Tuesday
Willow- Monday
Sycamore- Monday

Health Reminders
Head Lice

Please check your child's hair reqularly and use
a fine-toothed comb to detect any lice. If
needed, treat promptly and ensure bedding is

washed thoroughly.

Threadworm

Symptoms can include itching around the anal
area (particularly at night), bed wetting and
loss of weight. To help prevent spread, please
keep your child's nails short, encourage reqular
handwashing, disinfect commonly touched
surfaces and wash bedding frequently.
Treatment can be sought from a pharmacy.




\v’hat Parents & Educators Need to Know about

.. v FORTNITE

With over 650 million registered users, Fortnite remaing one of the most played and discussed online
gomes globally. Known for its vibrant graphics, fast-paced gomeplay, and cultural crossovers with
everything from music artists to superhero franchises, the gome continues to capture the attention of
young people. This guide outlines the risks trusted adults need to know about, Including game

updates, and offers practicol safety tips to belp address them. \

| CROSSPLAY AND
Thare's no single-ployes, ciftine moda In &3 PARTY CHAT

Fartrite: it can cely be pioyed online. ntermat s .
OCCO5S CaNn LOMETIMas De o nsus whon you're \’ r
out ond obout, both in terms of conneativity and {/

RES
'o‘

Fortnhe &= popedar with many gormars of vercus
ages Crossplay allows friends to play with each
SN, regordioss of whaother thay re on an Xbox,
FlaysStotion Mistendo Sawteh or PC, whike the
Furty Chot fscture alows them to tok Lo soch
 other during the game. Thiz con put youngsiers
@t rizk of axposwre (0 srongers, Rappropricte
longuoge, ond cyberbullying

SR :

EQUENT U S
FREQUENT UPDATES "?\

using up dota. You may find thot dedicated,

young Fortaite players are often less snihusiostic —
about family Brme or trips owoy « such os days .

out and holdays ~ than you might axpect.

m—"

IN-GAME COSTS 3

Fortrite iz free to downlcod and ploy, but
It does otter varicus addtional parchases -
Frmited -time cocmatio ‘sking’, music trocks,

. o imroduce now mop

LEGO itenms. 0nd DA POSEes, Chikdeen can shanges, gamepiay """""“:;;:3“‘
foel pressured 10 spend money on V-Bucks - the A ot Al for 5
In-gome currency - to owsld missing out, s s g px-moori

particuicrly os sachuaive items rosate frequently.
Soma Items may not retwrn o tha stors for
yeoors, while Bottie Poss rowards are often “gone

ands. Thase reguiar renewals Paip to hold
PIOYErs’ INEeSL Dt 0150 give youUng gomers

> - mmyoﬂmsomwmpemo Bock. Seodons
when they ve gone”. e cfren change thermoticaby. J
i | (J o Ay Syomsmmsm . -

POP CULTURE -
REFERENCES » “

Port of = appect i itx ongaing
croasomers with ather popular ranchises,
ranging from s and TV shows ke Power
Rongors and Avotor: The Lost Alrbonder, 1o
comic book ] ing Cutver
colcborotions with serius, artiats, and
nHusncers moy axpose chiidren o music,
longuoge, or keos that are mere sutabie lor
wdor Gudienoes

VIRTUAL VIOLENCE Sadee
=10)\',
Thare's ne Svoiding that feeinite ks 9‘*

about shooting other piayers to elirvnate
tham from the contast. That sakd, there's no
blead or gore. The viclence is rendered na
cartoonish stylo. and theee ore frequent comical
ouches 1o lighen the moed, suoh os
mini-gaemes ond ermoles. Cuns and other
wecpons often look ond behave reclaticaly, o
= . Paxt have

»

L d d o s ond from
mature f hi o The Wi and kalo

DISCUSS SAFE SOCIAL INTERACTION B

Tolk with chiidren cbout wihe they re playing with cnline. Coordincte ploy %
i e with the chid's for and -

o play. ing that two pesple con play ‘
on the scrme conscle or compuier. This can be o good option for
i5ings or foe when @ child s Adends visk, but t leo offers an for \
parents to do somathing fun with thelr child, while making sure they re playing

porsonal informotion. Use reol-ire phes 10 P rishs, ond roming
e i thay 3% srmthing inQ. thery Should o) & trusted esull. @ 1he gOMe sTey. Who KnowS? ¥Ou MIGHE ewen I6GCh them 6 thing o¢ two!
NN ‘.—5’ i o ~ - e
SET SPENDING LIMITS a, ‘ BE WARY OF SCAMS faznal
Fortnite s 1ototing store is @ not-so-subtie e lor ng ployers ;_ The immense popularty of Fortnite wich y =) ~ that am g ¥
~ o buying sought-alter tems Defore they dsoppeat for woeks of menths. more tresting — means them's ne shortage of . ng 1o y
This coudd leod (o surpeise trensccticns on bank cards if chiidren ore termpled into TR ond othor pe 0l dota Through technigees like phishing. As
animp pur st @ g @ prepald cord for the chitd or he developers point out 0n Many of ie's looding L thery nover ok for a
'Q that purch. quire adux auth This can be dons through phayer's P o ide of the game. Moke sure any young phayer
” ottings on o do or nt sattings i the Eplc Games opp on P knows this,

" Fa 1 A
Meet Qur Expert

Lioyd Coambes is an espacienced fresiance writer ond hos been working in
e goming and tech Industry 107 Gaven Yeors. A regular vistor to the Ape
S1010 10 Uy OUl NOW 10008, he's 950 O POront ONnd tharelore understonds the
Importance of online salety. He's also @ tech and litness writer and has boen
publated ot shtes includng IGN, TechRodor, ond plenty more
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