
CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM:  LOVE 

Strong Roots, Growing Minds
Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’

Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice
 is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  
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Welcome back to St John’s - I hope you all had a restful summer. It has been a joy to 
see the children settling so quickly: classrooms are calm, routines are in place and 
learning has begun across the school.

This year we are introducing a refreshed vision that sits alongside our existing strapline. 
Strong roots, growing minds.  This sits alongside our familiar line, ‘Working together to 
build a firm foundation for learning and caring’. As a school community we felt this 
captures our tree theme beautifully -  children developing strong roots as they move 
through St John’s, growing in knowledge and character, and leaving with a lasting 
impression on the world. Our Christian values of Love, Peace, Hope, Wisdom, 
Friendship and Honesty continue to underpin everything we do.

Over the summer we have had some work done across the school.  A huge thank you 
to the Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership for funding our brand‑new library. The 
children (and staff) are already enjoying it and we’re looking forward to having the 
children’s input on the books they want to see in it.  

Thank you also to our PTA and to all parents and carers who helped to fund the new 
stretch tent installation. I know children - and some of you - have already made great 
use of it at pick‑up and during the school day.

Next week, you will receive your child’s year‑group newsletter. It contains important, 
practical information such as PE days, curriculum coverage for the term and 
homework expectations. Please take a moment to read it so you know what’s coming 
up.

Thank you for your continued support — I’m looking forward to another year of 
developing strong roots and growing minds together.

Mrs West-Gaul,
Headteacher



Updating Records
Please ensure you regularly check and update check and update your child’s information on 
the Arbor app. It is essential that the following details are accurate:

● Medical information and any recent changes (please also complete a medical form if 
they require medication - we need a refreshed form for each medication every school 
year)

● Allergies and dietary requirements
● Emergency contact details
● Home address and telephone numbers

Allergies
Our staff have recently completed training based around Benedict’s Law and the latest allergy 
guidance for schools. This has highlighted the importance of having accurate, up-to-date 
information about every child’s medical needs and allergies. Please look out for further 
communication about this during the coming weeks.

Attendance
Please remember the importance of excellent attendance and punctuality. Attending school 
every day and arriving on time helps children to settle, maintain friendships and make the best 
possible progress. If your child is absent, please notify the school office promptly and provide the 
reason. We ask that an absence request form is completed at least three weeks before the 
intended absence - these are available from the school office.

Uniform Expectations
We would also like to remind families of our uniform expectations. Children should attend school 
wearing the correct, clearly named school uniform, including suitable black school shoes. PE kits 
and other belongings should also be clearly named. Uniform details can be found on our 
website here.

 General Notices

Dates For Your Diary

September
8th Year 3 swimming starts
15th Meet the Teacher Event
18th Second-hand Book Sale
23rd & 24th Individual & Sibling Photos
25th PTA EYFS New parents coffee morning, 8.30am
25th Second-hand Toy Sale
30th Open Morning for prospective parents

October
2nd EYFS & KS1 Phonics Workshop for parents, 2pm
14th Flu Immunisations
15th Harvest Festival, 9am.  
15th PTA Disco
16th Open Morning for prospective parents
20th Parents Evening
21st Parents Evening
22nd INSET
23rd INSET

https://www.stjohnsmsn.co.uk/parents/school-uniform.htm
https://www.stjohnsmsn.co.uk/parents/school-uniform.htm


Awards and Achievements
Well done to all our pupils who have achieved an award.

 Star of the 
Week Star Reader PE Achievements of the Week

Ash Florence Bonnie Bodhi (Playing Fair) and Harlowe (Caring 
and Kind). 

Birch Max Oakley Mila and Radley (Caring and Kind) 

Chestnut Jesse Sophia Presley (Caring and Kind) and Mollie 
(Playing Fair) 

Elm Ruby H Mila Marley (Amazing Ability) and Evie (Calm 
and Confident) 

Hazel Halle Lily N Leo (Playing Fair), Eva and Stanley 
(Amazing Ability) 

Holly Lyra Jake Lyra and Tommy (Playing Fair) 

Maple Libby Aubrie -

Oak Harlowe Eric Nancy and Toby (Calm and Confident) 

Pine Eva Sophia Nancy and Riley (Terrific Teamwork) 

Rowan Shakai Matilda-Mae Shakai (Excellent Effort) and Senna (Really 
Resilient) 

Sycamore
Oscar

Brie Amelia S Flynn and Brie (Excellent Effort) 

Willow Albie Joshua Albie (Calm and Confident) and Lola 
(Fantastic Focus) 

Top Doodle Class   

OAK
              



This week, our whole-school assembly focused on our safeguarding culture and the 
important message that adults at St John’s are here to keep children safe.

The children explored what it means to feel safe, heard and helped. We discussed 
recognising early warning feelings, identifying trusted adults and knowing what to do if 
something feels uncomfortable or unsafe. Children practised the simple message “No, Go, 
Tell” and learned to keep telling trusted adults until they receive help.

We also talked about online safety, the difference between happy surprises and unsafe 
secrets, and what children can expect when they share a worry. Our safeguarding team 
was introduced, although children were reminded that they can speak to any trusted adult 
in school.

Families can reinforce this learning by regularly asking children which trusted adults they 
could talk to and reminding them that they will never be in trouble for asking for help.

Safeguarding at St John’s

Meet the Teacher

Meet the Teacher next Tuesday for all classes, 
apart from Ash Class who will have theirs on Thursday.











    Thought for the Week



Community Notices




